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Dam  rosa,  but  the  opposite  show  could  hardly  ba  ssoa,  Fl*a >  ±wl- 
tatiisg.  rain  ms  falling  ssd  a  gray  shroud  blurrod  tho  slooping  ooavart- 
esaia  in  the  tepds  at  tho  rivsrsid©  grdva  vhoro  the  tosSSa  stood#  Gteas 
eohood  dally*  bursts  of  cachiao  gca  firs  were  distinctly  hoards  Over  the 
hoods  of  the  tankers  swept  fightor-bashera*  Following  tho  appeared  the 
silhouettes  of  seighty  air-ships,  $pca,  approaching  the  loading  sene,  the 
first  parachute  cscsta  juapod  out.  Shay  opened  automatic  fire  and  hurled 
head  gre^ados.  feto  huge  hats  of  caltiplo  parachutes  supplied  solitary 
Cviuipnput.  Soldiers  of  parachute  units  rapidly  abandon?*!  the  transport 
pianos*  7-caerod  to  the  ground,  thoy  instantly  sot  to  fighting  with  the 
neaenyvn 

Eoginoor  eubdivialcas  ccaplcood  rcsorassissasso  of  water  barriers, 

Tb*>y  began  ccssmdaaVs  service,  fl v«  tankers  coved  cut  toward  tho  cater 
route, 

«Ccprado  General,  all  is  ready  for  bridging  the  xivor,**  reported 
the  eoinar.d tor  of  the  ;«rdt  of  t!Ea3tomera.t1 

“doedl*  answarsd  the  general,  coving  toward  the  shore. 

Daring  the  night  the  taskers  had  gathered  sad  cardie d  swiftly  to  the 
interior  of  the  eniny  operational  area.  However,,  they  still  had  not  over- 
earn  notorial  pro&tcne*  She  projected  front  had  sot  been  reached.  E id 
bjfccojj* icai  path  of  tho  tanks  fees  blocked  by  tho  wide  river,  SDa  the  years 
cf  the  Patriotic  *£r  eu$h  ebstasles  could  delay  tsskors  for  a  long  tine, 
1M.3  wna  all  the  aero  true  since  bridges  ead  fords  did  not  ©slat  ia  this 
cafca,  and  the  pentose  trains  lagged  behind  tho  tasks,  Xt  was  another 
natter  &$»,  since  the  trennadsms  growth  of  tho  military  capability  of 
the  Soviet  task  forces  during  tho  later  mr  years,  Eavipg  quickly  .eval¬ 
uated  t‘ip  situaties,  ties  old  Gose&dcr  decided*  force  tho  river  with 
toko  tn&3*  water*  Shis  gave  tho  eSscstege  in  tins  to  tho  ^fester J} 
roeewaa,  who  had  xmhed  c:  -Ho?  to  tho  water  ehitsoXo  and  a&^&g&Iy 
intended  to  tara  tho  river  into  a  durable  defensive  line# 


Sis  engineers ?  rccosnaies&aco  of  the  river  and  preparation  of  the 
tanks  of  the  "Easterners'1  for  usdarwator  movement  occupied  eosgaarativsly 
little  ting*  A  rod  rockat  shot  up*  Over  tha  radio  cams  the  commands 
wPorKardi«  Oaa  after  another  the  hugo  standing  masses  moved  across  tha 
river*  Waves  washod  over  thoir  turrets,  and  only  protruding  ventilation 
plpea  boro  witness  to  the  underwater  approach  of  the  tanks* 

A  few  samites  passed,  and  on  the  opposite  shore,  as  if  bora  of  water, 
emerged  the  tanks  of  the  "Easterners  »n  Pipes  pulled  off,  covers  removed, 
the  formidable  machines  rushed  forward  to  join  with  the  air  lending,  cap¬ 
turing  an  important  road  junction  in  tha  rear  of  tho  "Westerners” *  *  * 

Tho  experience  of  tactical  knowledge  gives  many  examples  of  attests 
to  find  hotter  ways  of  conducting  war,  more  nearly  perfect  mothodo  of 
crashing  opponents*  Of  paramount  importance  in  this  regard  is  heightened 
rate  of  the  offensive,  increased  speed  of  troop  movement,  as  veil  as  tha 
intensification  of  blows  through  all  available  means  la  full-scale  war* 

Offensive. tempo*  How  import ant  in  contemporary  warfare,  in  tho  ago 
e«  nuclear  rocket  weaponry,  has  the  factor  of  time  aixrola ti on  tr  ocsiiss- 
icatiens  and  fundamental  changes  in  military  matters  bococal  Iksportcnso 
acscssalatod  by  tha  Soviet  Army  in  former  wars  shows  that  absolute  cj?®gJi- 
ixig  of  tho  chGKy  is  attained  thanks  to  resolute  attack  by  our  troops, 
conduotod,  as  is  correet,  at  high  spsed.  Ihis  conclusion  of  Soviet  forces 
is  confirmed  by  the  magnificent  military  actions  in  the  years  of  the  civil 
and^  Groat  Patriotic  .T&r# .  In  the  concluding  stage  of  tha  Patriotic  War 
againPs  fascist  Germany,  for  example,  our  tank  formations  moved  in  battle 
at  speeds  tip  to  *>km  to  a  2fc-hour  period.  to  separate  days  to  the  opera¬ 
ting  interior  of  hostile  areas,  Soviet  tankers  surpassed  100km  to  a  2l> 
hour  period*  Such  a  pace  was  achieved  by  tho  Sixth  lank  Army  during  tho 
Yasoko-Kiahtoovakiy  Operation  and  by  the  Second  Guards  Tank  Army  during 
the  breakthrough  from  the  Visli  to  Odoru  areas* 

Anglo-American  forces  during  the  Second  World  War,  to  spite  of  weak 
insistence  of  the  enemy,  wore  unable  to  attain  such  a  rapid  rate* 

Military  experience)  demonstrates  that  tho  high  pi  .  of  attack  oro- 
atod  an  advantage  for  our  forces  and  complicated  th«  actions  of  opponents* 
pis  factor  caused  the  breakup  of  opponents  into  detached,  .isolated  units, 
depriving  them  of  the  ehanco  rationally  to  use  thoir  strength,  and  aided 
ua  to  cur  moment  of  need  to  consolidate  our  strength  in  advantageous  po¬ 
sitions,  attain  victory  to  a  short  time,  and,  with  tho  least  loss  of  par- 
sonnel  and  equipment# 

She  groat  Importance  of  conducting  military  action  at  high  speed 
itjs  noted  by  TA  I,  lento.  n Offense  against  tho  onc?y  should  bo  tho  most 
H^rnotiCa  *  *  in  the  work  Uroldt  aoskovakogo  vosstsniya  (Xfiss$a§ 

1  V#  2.  Lento,  ppsploto  Works.  Vol  13,  p  37 6. 


of  to  Ifsecog  'ffffffje&Bg)®  wXt  is  h^sesgsry  to  fight  for  to  first  su§« 
elsa  '£ad’’go’'fFca  eutoss  to  success,  not  breaking  off  to  attack,  ca  to 
driving  to&;  to  eoafpsien®®*^  eh^m  ?.  2®  2&g&  la  t&Tlbito 
dfto  GG.BSEiF  (b).^  la  to  srild©  «tfd§rahst  li  b®X!akreifei  -g*m« 

(^mi  to  ^aas^ssite  Sold  Qewmmb  Vm&l*-)* 
to  2©md#_-c£  to  party  t^tor^i>':i6  a®^a|asy  to  sols?  cppcssa&s 
is^^etedlyo **ii'  is  aseeasasy  to.  ftriv©  "*^i2y  for  nssr,  though  pcrb^?3 
esall^  sacscscosj-  it  is  nssescagy  tiv  retain  acral  sspsMoSlty®  * ®it  is 
fissesss&y  to._£crea  t^s-cawy  into-  retreat# .a*# 

2a  tclegmas  to  esasandars  and  jassbsrs  ©f  tho  s^dXufeicmsg’y  was* 
eouaeil  frosts  in  to  civil  wsr  years,  to  X.  Ionia  insistently  dssandsd 
rspid  and  rc&oluto  blows  ca  tha  eaeay:  ,!Xa  all  eaess  ps&m®  2&&m& ing 
forces-  sttaefe  thorn,  give  thsa  not  an  hour,  not  ;a  tainto  of  r<3©b®f,k 

3a  reaolufce  cad  sudds®  notion,  la  th©  high  taspo  of  ©took,  end  is 
poreiatoat  porsult,  V.  X*  toin  saw  a  guarantee  of  rapid  difCst-toth# 
c&cx&o  %3atisabXo  is  to  valu©  of  feminist  sdlitasy  tilery  to  to 
toory  and  practice  of  aiUtary  affairs  under  eoats^orary  conditions® 
Xesiaisfc  ideas,-  proved  in  tha  fire  of  civil  said  Batrioti©  Wars,  iehsd 
•sflssSls  is  Soviet  si'ilitsiy  doct-rins,  in  uiHi^u^  j,^jjujwau*.v iu>,  *** 
solitary  prograna  end  political  preparations. 

to  appoarei&ca  of  nooloar  reckat  wsapeary  raises  tho  jsetoni-sstiau 
end  cotfisdsatlea  of  forces*  tha  intredueti'®  of  radio-oloetronics  in 
©11  phases  of  life  and  tations  of  the  array  and  navy  has  raisad  won 
higher  tha  i^ortanee  of  the  rate  ef  attack,  tho  faster  of  time  for 
©ttsiaing  victory  in  contoraporery  war®  Forestalling  the  plotting  of 
aaclcsr  strifes  by  tha  assay,  faster  attainment  of  important  Haas, 
earlier  destruction  of  ensray  la  battls  contaot,  outa tripping  thsa  at 
tho  eppmehos  of  rivers,  ita  eusecesful  forcing,  and  tho  constant 
edmvao  «*  all  this  depends  cn  tho  correct  usage  of  tho  factor  ef  tine. 

KEo  to  kov4)3  faster  will  win,”  geos  a  soldior*s  saying®  A  slop  toapo 
leads  to  Inoffieionvy  by  the  attaefers,  troop  congestion  •»  creating 
favorable  conditions  for  eaesy  nuclear  strikes,  which  leads  to  ©aeons 
losses  In  zmpowor  and  military  technical  eqtdpamt  and  threatens  tha 
fulflllr-ant  of  railitsry  nisaions® 

Si©  fepsrtent  influence  of  to  tospo  of  progress  of  to  offensi’,© 
forces  m  to  fulfillment  of  th©  military  minion  is  directly  related 
to  tho  forcing  of  water  barriers* 

fe^esr-s  apparently  h^vs  mvor  «  that  msny  frcntlino  aoldiera, 

toa  asfed  -boat  to  paths  ef  thsi^  -units,  ressafer  above  all  to  £mids> 
tswiai  battos  at  water  linsa:  Itdopor,  Bs®,  IMcstcr,  Vietal^, 

t^iar,  Stiroyo,  Sash  «&  •-asusar  us  to  nudorstaid  how  Isag  and  apneas 
‘p®  to  frcatlto  roscsssy  of  fettleh'  for  freed^^d  feisptudm.  of  as? 
■fksulmji*  'sea  &cat  Batfiptis  wbr  clearly  tot  wtfc  totadoo 

?  V.  X,  Ics5n«  PoLn  bobr  soch  4U,  u  fy2, 

:  op  eit,  P  33>r~  ^  "  ' 

k  V .  t*  Icnin.  Voysn^ya -p®r\VJi.^4  Gcrrospondcnso)  (191?  -  2^20). 

%.-!so!j,  s>  sa"  - - - 

w  ',;^  lesion  Social  C^sjsravxc  lifers’  Far^-  (of  Bolshevlfe)  Costral 


wo  soi  oarleae  mtscal  impadimonts  fer  infantry  and  ,'®nko  but  also 
sites  of-  viclcs-vi  hnd  bloody  'battles, 

-  y)  “ 

51i§  ys&r  WbXe  Fscat  tbs  treat  e«aa ss  violet  rar,  Soviet  tankers.  oa=» 
ctMed*  solitary  positions  and  fords,  fegotesr  with  infantry  companies 
tety  flight  violont  battles  Kith  superior  Q&cmy  forces  feat*  ever  2lt  hours 
at  a  tins,  Attack  after  attack.  ef  Biilerta  treeps  east®*  The  number  of 
fesoisb  dead  gran,  But  oar  lines  also  gpsK  thin.  On  the  opposing  chore 
1^*  c&ty  eae  tank  crcm*  of  ‘  gs  rgeanfc  A*  Boris  cry,  Sldllfolty  and  bravely 

sr@^X ought®  For  32  hour  a  ha  held  the  creasing,  la  single  ecsAwit  the 
Soviet  tankers  triuEghgti,  Steadfastly  and  Kith  eon rag®  and  military  skill 
display® d  in  this  feaittb  Hastes*  Sergsrht  A*  M.  Borisov  *  alcsia  a msag  the 
fe®st  tankers  -  was  awarded  the  Kero  of  the  Soviet-  tfeiei  He dal* 

battle  to  force  a,  crossing  of  th*  ESiicpsr  River  was  bloody0 
Racist  Gsrsaa  cosss&adsra.  believed  teat  oty  forces  could  successfully  bo 
dolajed  at  t  oe  Qaiaps?  and  finally  bled  to  death.  After  defeat  at  the 
Kwok  Bulge  the  hitleriana  strengthened  tee  right  shore  with  a  powerful 
dQpXcy&crt-  but  this  did  not  sav®  then  from  destruction, 

e®33  hundreds  of  kLleaotcrs  to  wsr  only  a  week  earlier,  the 
variant  forces  of  ths  Soviet  Aray  contemplated^  the  Dnieper.  Hoeanaais- 
ew,^0  sub-units  and  an  advanced  detachment  of  the  Third  Corps  of  tho 
shards  Tank  Army  first  reaehod  ths  rivor  cn  September  21,  19U3,  General 
3*  Kihclko  (J>lat  Guards  Tank,  69th  Ksohanized  and  *>Uth  Guards  Tank 
Brigades)  was  tho  coriander, 

^orc,  cn  tho  left  shore  of  the  Qniepor,  our  t&nkors  mat  signs  of 
©neaiy  destruction  everywhere,  Hitlerian  forces  succeeded  in  blowing  up 
all  tho  crossings  they  had  held  before  their  withdrawal. 

In  this  situation,  the  front  commander  army  general  H.  F,  V&lutin 
appealed  to  his  personnel  at  the  front  with  the  call  to  forco  across 
this  Dnieper  no  matter  what,  not  to  allow  the  enemy  time  to  consolidate 
thesaolvea  cn  the  right  bank,  to  fulfill  their  military  duty  for  the 
Homeland  with  honor. 

In  order  to  resolve  this  problem,  the  military  front  eemrand  was 
faced  with  tho  necessity  of  rosoanoitering  the  right  bank  and  capturing 
bridgeheads  at  Zadnaprcb  ’yo  with  advance  units. 

To  fulfill  this  primary  task,  during  the  night  of  September  22  in 
the  area  of  GrigorovsJd  (12km  south  of  Poreyaslav),  the  Dnieper  was 
forced  by  an  element  of  tho  3lst  Guards  Tank  Brigado.  Tho  first  to 
cross  wore  four  of  tho  courageous  man  of  this  war  -  N  Petukhov,  I, 

Semenov,  7,  Sisolyatin,  and  7,  Ivanov#  Those  tjoro  the  youngest  Kcmscawl 
cmfhors  of  the  brigaio,  who  volunteered  to  be  tho  first  to  cross  tho 
Hsicpor,  This  group,  led  by  II*  Petukhov,  was  entrusted  to  force  tho 
Xk&tpsr  under  the  eovor  of  night,  to  reconn  oiler  the  western  shore  and 
to  attract  to  themselves  tho  attention  of  tho  enemy  in  or  dor  to  ensure 
that  tho  isain  forco  could  cress, 

Fcur  bold  cpirit3  roaohod  boats  and,  unnoticed  by  the  opposition, 
with  ths  help  of  partisans,  crossed  tho  wide  Dnieper  opposite  Ag*igerovkt 

-li- 


*****  =?v 


at  d&vn  ea  September  22  undsr  heavy  fog.  Secretly  approaching  the  enemy, 
they  joined  in  unequal  battle  with  the  outposts,  attracting  the  eneay’s 
attention  to  themselveso  At  the  sane  tine  on  the  other  side,  several 
sore  groups  of  fighters  isqprovised  naans  to  cross  to  the  eastern  shore v 
and  behind  them  the  rest  of  the  forces  crossed  the  Dnieper.  When  day 
came  the  troops  of  Hitler  began  bombing  the  crossing  at  Grigorovka  and 
counter attack® d ,  but  the  5lst  Guards  Tank  Brigade  gained  a  toehold  on 
a  small  patch  of  land  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Dnieper  and  stood  un¬ 
til  death,  repelling  several  furious  enemy  attacks. 

A  decree  of  the  Presidium  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  USSR  cams 
down  concerning  the  four  Komsomol  markers,  Nikolai  Petukhov,  Ivan  Semenov, 
Vasili  Sisolyatin,  and  Vasili  Ivanov,  who  fir^t  made  the  forced  crossing 
of  the  Dnieper:  they  ware  awarded  the  high  honor  Hero  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Tho  nows  of  the  first  heroes  of  the  Dnieper  of  the  £lst  Guards  Tank 
Brigade  flow  with  lightening  speed  not  only  through  the  tank  forces  but 
«11  over  the  front, 

Tho  front  high  war  council  evaluated  the  exploited  of  the  guards 
tankers  and  sent  them  a  congratulatory  message  in  which  was  stated:  "Our 
heroic  crossing  of  the  Dnieper,  tenacious  consolidation  on  the  right 
bank,  readiness  even  at  the  cost  of  their  lives  to  defend  each  piece  of 
contested  homeland  soil  and  indomitable  moving  forward  -  toward  the  west  - 
gives  an  example  to  all  fighters... 

Our  thanks  to  the  honorable  service  of  th>_  soldiers.  Wo  wish,  them 
the  greatest  of  military  successes."! 

This  congratulatory  message  from  the  War  Council  was,  read  in  all 
units  and  areas  of  the  front.  It  was  a  message  of  pride  of  all  personnel 
in  their  cccarades  which  raised  even  higher  the  offensive  spirit  of  our 
forces.  Soviet  fighters  vowed  in  theca  days  to  battle  with  the  enemy  just 
as  the  Komsomol  heroes  of  the  Third  Guards  Tank  Army  had  fought. 

Another  example. 

...Bio  tank  er®w  of  Lt.  Yu.  M.  Ssgaudaclinyy  of  the  183rd  Tank  Brigade, 
which  crossed  the  Dnieper  in  the  fereyaslav-Yashnik  region,  joined  in  the 
unjust  battle  with  the  Hitlerians  an.;  destroyed  several  enemy  weapons  em¬ 
placements,  preventing  the  advance  of  infantry  units.  When  our  first  tank 
appeared  on  the  Z&dneprobskLy  Beachhead,  tlv-  fascist  planes  started  to 
hunt  it.  Several  other  war  machines  quickly  joined  this  tank.  In  one  of 
tho  hot  battles  Yuri  Sagaid&chnyy  was  seriously  wounded,  but,  ignoring 
this,  ho  did  not  esaso  fighting.  In  view  of  the  success  of  crossing  the 
Dnieper,  consolidating  on  tm.  beachhead,  and  displaying  courage  and  her<^* 
ism,  the  tank  commander  Lt,  Yu.  Ii.  Sagaidachnyy  and  tho  mochanic-driver 

1  Istoriya  Velikcy  Otochestvenncy  voyny  Sovetskogo  Soyuaa  I9hl  -  19h$» 

^History  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War  of  the  Soviet  Union) »  Moscow, 

VoybhSzdaE,  1961*7  p  32J*.~ 


N.  K.  Prukhodko  war®  mad©  Heroes  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Loader  L*  P. 
Qnipehenko  and  gunner-radioman  0.  I.  Yeliseyev  rcooivod  hi^i  govorzsaeat 
decorations  Greatness  of  spirit,  mass  heroism,,  military  expertise  by 
the  fighters,  commanders^  political  workers  enabled  us  to  win  the  battle 
at  ino  Dnieper,  For  forcing  the  Dnieper  and  tho  selflessness  and  her¬ 
oism  in  battle  at  beaohhoada,  2 1^3 8  soldiers  of  all  kinds  wore  awarded 
the  Kero  of  the  Soviet  Union  modal.2 

In  almost  all  the  offensive  operations  against  the  fascist  German 
aggressors,  tank  forces  of  the  Soviet  Army  overcame  great  water  obstacles. 

In  Belorussian  operations,  for  example,  pur  tankers  were  obliged  to  make 
forced  crossings  of  six  rivers,  in  Lvov-Sandonirckiy  of  seven,  and  in 
Vislo-Odarskiy  operations  the  Second  Guards  Tank  Army  forced  more  than 
UO  different  water  barriers,  including  such  powerful  ones  as  the  Oder,  in 
16  days  of  military  action*  Characteristically,  in  most  cases,  our 
troops  forestalled  the  enemy  in  capturing  water  obstacles  and  forced 
their  way  across  in  a  rush  or  after  brief  preparations. 

Wooden  bridges  war®  normally  constructed  or  pontoon  bridges  wsro 
laid  our  to  enable  tanks  to  overcome  water  fronts  -  usually  under  enosy 
firae  Much  building  material,  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  many  troops 
wore  required  for  this.  It  was  not  unusual  that  the  enemy  would  suc¬ 
ceed  in  destroying  a  completed  bridge*  Then  the  offensive  requirements 
had  to  bo  mat  again  from  the  beginning* 

Taking  into  account  the  complications  of  forced  crossings  of  water 
obst3-les,  the  General  Headquarters  published  a  special  directive  for 
the  troops*  In  it  was  emphasized  the  growing  importance  uf  rapid  river 
crossings  for  fast  movement  of  the  offensive j  the  directive  provided  for 
methods  of  encouragement  sueh  as  displays  at  water  fronts  of  heroism, 
audacity,  valor,  skill.  Thus  were  directions  for  crossing  rivers  cultivated 
ana  distributed. 

It  is  fully  natural  that  in  the  moment  of  the  arising  of  tank  forces, 
the  creative  research  efforts  of  many  of  our  scientists,  builders,  engi¬ 
neers,  technicians,  and  compandors  were  directed  to  the  resolution  of 
problems  related  to  the  rapid  overcoming  by  tanks  of  water  obstacles* 

Special  crossing  methods  wore  developed  and  examined.  Much  attention  was 
given  to  developing  tank  methods  of  floating  and  moving  under  water. 

Tho  firrt  tests  of  tank  adaptation  for  underwater  movement  began  in 
193b*  from  that  time  similar  experiments  with  soldiors  were  continued* 

Although  prewar  standards  of  Soviet  tanks  did  not  require  adaptability 
for  underwater  movement,  thoro  wore  nevertheless  military  situations  when 

1  Soo  |0  let  Vooruzhsnnikh  Sil  SSSR,  (|0  Years  of  tho  USSR  Armed  Forces.) 
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tankers  crossed  rivers  in,  daylight  in  their  own  machines. 

Operating  in  the  advanced  d-  r.cehaicr.t  of  the  52nd  Tank  Rogisont, 

7  tanks  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Southern  Bus  ft^e  in  Eareh,  19k3» 

They  crossed  under  water  in  the  area  of  the  rillago  of  Shumilovo.1 

October,  X9h3.  Southern  and  northern  Kiev  were  destroyed  by 
violent  battles.  Cto  the  Takrinskiy  Bridgehead  tank  general  Rihslko*o 
tank  foreos  and  the  troops  of  other  companies  joined  in  combat  with 
five  tines  as  many  infantry,  twice  as  Many  notorizod,  and  three  times 
as  many  tank  troops  of  Kilter’s  fcrcea,  inflicting  great  losses  upon 
then.  In  the  same  period  in  the  northern  capital  of  the  Ukraine 
infantry  units  of  the  33th  imp  captured  a  beachhead  from  the  enemy 
on  the  shore  of  the  Dnieper.  Tht  raevj  bo- in  attacking  furiously  to 
take  the  position  of  our  force;. 

In  view  of  the  situation  that  was  vaidng  shape,  the  War  Council 
of  the  front  reinforced  ar»e  33th  .vj  fro.',  their  reserves  in  tho  5th 
Quards  Tank  Corps  of  Ger+iral  a.  G.  .jMYcr+enico,  The  corps  was  supplied 
with  the  task  of  forcing  the  Dnieper  in  the  region  of  the  5lst  Infan¬ 
try  Corps  at  lyutezk  and,  jointly  with  its  units,  of  widening  the 
beachhead  until  a  turning  movement  around  Kiev  to  the  northwest  had 
been  carried  out.  During  tho  inpl  mental  on  of  this  mission,  the 
corps,  commanded  by  front  funeral  *•  javensako,  overcame  the  complex 
Dosen  River  approaches  to  civ:.  Dnivcr  >.nc.  shored  that  "building 
bridges  across  this  water  obstacle  for  tho  transportation  of  freight 
will  require  at  least  eight  to  10  days.  This  may  result  in  an  im¬ 
portant  omission  -  timeliness  of  support  of  tho  i  France  units  of  tho 
38th  Army  In  the  beachhead,  The  front  command  recommended  finding  a 
way  of  overcoming  the  ford  1th  tanks. 

In  accordance  with  orders  and  directions  of  the  front  command, 
immediate  preparations  of  the  corps  elements  for  military  action  wore 
begun.  They  could  not  linger.  The  Desen  River  in  the  area  of  tho 
prospective  farcing  was  280m  wide  and  uo  to  2m  deep,  so  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  outfit  the  T-38  tanks  1  it.  epeci.'J  .^'iipment  to  cross  under 
water*  The  persona  1  of  each  corps  t*  .  „ont  displayed  initiative  and 
ingenuity  in  preparing  each  tank.  Shutters  and  every  chink  in  tho 
tanks  were  covered  by  the  efficient,  thorough  greasing  with  solidol* 

In  soma  units  floating  air  scoops  with  corrugated  hoses  wore  installed, 
providing  access  for  air  the  tank  oven  if  it  were  fully  submerged 
and,  for  eliminating  exhaust,  exhaust  pipes  were  attached  to  tarpaulin 
hoses.  It  took  from  s -ix  tu  eight  hours  to  prepare  the  tanks,  A  great 

1  Arkhiv  110  3SSR  "Jr.  Jd"e?opf  too  Hirirtry  of  Bofenso  of  the  USSR), 
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dsaX  of  work  took  place  with  drivor-acehaiilcB,  who  war©  gi vm  inetruc- 
tieas  on  underwater  driving  end  particularities  of  using  tonka  under 
those  conditions. 

Bio  tank  corps  crossing  of  tho  Dsaen  began  at  dam,  October  U, 
one  Idlcsstor  south  of  Lotka,  whsro  a  deep  ford  was  designated  by  2 
rows  of  markers#  Kcvsassnt  of  tho  tohka  took  place  in  first  gear  with 
a  constant  speed  of  7knphe  Driver-aoshanies  led  tho  tanks  by  eadsaith, 
strictly  carrying  cut  the  orders  of  the  tank  commanders,  who  ccmsani- 
oated  with  the  crew  by  radio*  In  crossing  the  river  up  to  200  liters 
of  water  loalcod  into  each  tank,  but  this  did  not  prevent  aorssal  func¬ 
tioning  of  the  tank#  As  they  eserged  in  the  assembly  area  ea  tho 
opposing  bank,  the  tanks  stopped  on  tho  shore,  stern  down  end  throw 
ventilation  pipes  into  the  water#  By  the  middle  of  the  day  6 $  tank*! 
had  crossed#  Each  tank  required  about  seven  minutes  for  tho  crossing, 
while  it  would  have  taken  about  an  hour  by  ferry,  Ifadsrwatsr-jaoving 
tanks  were  tha  first  type  of  Soviet  armor  to  succeed  in  overcoming 
such  wtdo  rater  barriers# 


Soviet  tank  with  a  landing  force  of  sub¬ 
machine  gunners  moves  across  the  imitator 
in  tho  spring  of  19hh 


After  crossing  tho  Poooa  tho  corps  moved  to  the  Qr&cper  on  tho 
samo  day  and,  during  a  period  of  2  nights,  took  a  beachhead  on  four 
ferryings  across  tho  I&dcper  under  tho  cover  of  larger  units#  The 
situation  of  our  defensive  forces  on  tho  beachhead  at  this  time  sigjai- 
fioantly  Improved#  As  coon  as  units  of  tho  Fifth  Guards  Tank  Corps 
crossed  to  tha  western  bank,  they  began  fighting#  During  October  the 
beachhead  north  of  Kiev  was  widened  along  the  front  and  deopened  ho« 
cause  of  nilltery  action  by  the  Fifth  Guards  Tank  Corps*  In  battles 
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ca  tho  beachhead  the  20th  Quards  Tank  Brigade  of  Col  S.  F.  Shutov  es¬ 
pecially  ©xeollod#  For  organization  of  tho  forcing  of  the  Boson  ©ad 
BstLoper,  boldly  androsolutoly  controlling  his  units  in  battle*  ho  van 
awarded  tho  Eero  of  the  Soviet  Union  modal.  The  beachhead  created  by 
tho  forces  ef  tho  38th  Amy  with  fcho  Fifth  (hoards  Tank  Corps  nar$i  of 
KLov  in  tho  area  of  lyutezh  entered  tho  history  oi  tho  Croat  Patriotic 
War  under  tho  name  of  lyutezh.  kith  tho  establishment  of  tho  beach¬ 
head  here  traa  dolt  a  major  blow  of  the  Kiev  operation. 

33i  tho  spring  of  19UIt  tho  First  Guards  Tank  Brigado  suoeaaafally 
creased  tho  deep  ford  of  tne  Dniester  at  th®  Tillage  of  Ustsoohko  after 
a  search  of  many  kiloaoters.l 


Units  of  the  With  Guards  Tank  Brigade 
force  the  Pllitsa  River  in  tho  winter 
of  1916 


Tho  attempt  to  cross  the  Vistula  under  water  was  undertaken  by 
tho  16th  Tank  Corps.  It  via 3  an  attempt  aada  pp  of  soparato  crossings, 
by  tanka  under  water  end  past  other  water  obstacles. 

However*  tho  absence  of  specialized  tank  equipment  prevented  this 
gat&od  of  ovoroeainr,  water  barriers  m  a  largo  scale.  Tho  preparations 

1  Soo  "Ehymal  brenotankovykh  i  mokhanlzirobansykh  voyak”  (Journal 
of  Area. rod  end  Mechanized  Porcos ) ,  1 9k$»  No  10  -  11,  p  19, 


^es?  fording  water  lines  with  tanks  under  water  cr  through  deep  fords*  m 
a  rulv,  occupiod  ccsnsideroblo  tins* 


Before  tho  storming  of  Berlin*  Soviet 
tankers  cross  tho  Shir©, 


With  comsiruni cations  that  war©  imperfect  and  a  lack  of  technical 
Esana  for  underwater  tank  movement,  teak  forces  wore  not  prepared  for 
independent  crossings  of  wide  rivers  and  did  not  always  succeed  in  reach- 
ing  a  high  paeo  of  forcing  rivers  or  of  surprise  upon  leaving  water  lima* 
Sho  enemy  frequently  succeeded  in  bringing  up  reserves  and  organizing 
defense.  Crossing  rivers  under  enemy  fir©  demanded  great  effort  and 
often  waa  accompanied  by  severo  losses. 

Therefore,  in  the  post-war  period,  the  problem  of  forcing  water 
crossings  by  tanka  in  our  army  has  been  mat  by  an  attempt  to  solve  it 
through  perfection  of  the  tanks,  giving  to  then  such  qualities  as 
would  allow  military  machines  to  be  loss  dependent  on  engineering  forces. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  important  role  of  tank  forces  in 
nuclear  rocket  warfare,  the  Corciunist  Party  and  Soviet  government  have 
displayed  regular  concern  that  these  forces  have  the  highest  level  of 
technical  development  possible,  including  flosiblo  and  proportional* 
organisation,  and  that  their  personnel  perfectly  possess  contemporary 
techniques  end  bo  of  high  moral-political  and  military  quality.  Thanks 
to  the  correct  nilitsry-tcchnical  politics  of  the  GPSd,  she  achievements 
of  science  and  technology,  tho  successes  of  India  try,  and  tho  heroic 
werk  ef  tho  Soviet  paoplo,  tank  forces  of  the  Soviet  Army  aro  now  equipped 
with  techniques  which  answer  the  demands  of  contemporary  full-scale  war¬ 
fare  to  tho  fullest. 
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Sank  forces,  aleag  with  reskot  units  sad  es^&isssd  cp^^ticasl«t£sfei©2l 
te&t nB  represent  the  Jj^ertsst  striding  power  of  land  foreas.  Ta&j  ‘have 
a  high  operational  -  taetieal  mobility,  possess  great  firapowar,  a*«. -capa¬ 
ble  o£  surpassing  water  obstacles  by  day*  Soviet  constructors  have  cre¬ 
ated  equipment  accessary  for  underwater  tank  driving. 

As  is  generally  known,  tha  question  of  'xmka  crossing  water  barriers 
is  constantly  in  tha  center  of  attention  in  tha  arssiea  of  capitalist 
govonssnta  as  nan*  Fpczi  tho  fasts  published  in  th©  foreign  press,  it 
is  known  that  in  the  armies  of  tho  USA,  ERG,  and  other  countrios  ef  BATC, 
tha  problem  of  rapid  crossing  of  water  obstacles  by  tanka  is  also  b&ing 
resolved  along  the  lines  of  adapting  tanks  to  underwater  locomotion.  1st 
it  bo  noted  that  tha  American  ?~60  and  tho  WSst  Genian  "leopard"  already 
hare  equipment  for  undsrw3tor  movement. 

Gar  commanders,  politicians,  enxineor-tcehnicians,  and  soientifis 
ranks  aro  constantly  concerned  to  preservo  oscollonso  in  this  area  of 
military  affairs ;  tank  fores  personnel  are  consistently  taught  various 
methods  of  crossing  watar  lines*  Crcs sings  of  tanka  and  military  undir¬ 
otor  techniques  in  combination  with  other  views  of  crossings  greatly 
augmented  the  ability  of  units  and  tank  forces  to  force  water  obstacles 
rapidly  and  appear  as  important  means  of  moving  at  high  speeds  to  attack 
in  contemporary  war. 

Tho  tactical  studios  "Dnieper"  and  "Dvina1*,  along  with  a  study  by 
the  Warsaw  Pact  armies  "Brotherhood  Bader  Arms"  and  many  other  again 
confirm  that  cvorccming  water  obstacles  is  as  bofore  one  of  tho  basic 
teaks  of  the  offensive.  Together  with  accumulated  corner! cnco,  those 
studiss  show  that  now,  thanks  to  the  availability  to  forces  of  floating 
techniques  and  equipment  and  means  by  which  tanks  can  cross  rivers  by 
day,  our  units  can  rapidly  overcome  water  obstacles  independently,  not 
slowing  tho  rata  of  advance. 

All  tank  crews  and  units  must  porfoctly  master  underwater  driving. 

In  this  regard  now  trends  such  light  diving  preparations  and  mastery  of 
underwater  driving  eacoreisos  have  appeared  to  further  preparations  of 
t Wi^YoFvScl  Kmta^^^tenance  and  field-engineer  units  learn 
evocation  and  rescue  duties,  medical  workers  study  tho  basis  of  "diving 
r-vdicino," 

Widening  of  tho  limits  of  military  preparations  of  tank  forces 
has  required  now  tasks  and,  first,  party-political  work,  Fkcra  commanders, 
political  -orkors,  party  and  kcmscenol  organizations,  it  was  dmoandod,  thoro 
must  ba  constant  ecaeom  for  raising  of  tho  quality  of  light  diving  pre¬ 
parations,  submarine  driving,  and  careful  investigation  into  tho  causes 
of  oesurrensaa  of  hydrophobia,  and  investigation  into  more  effective  faro 
ef  educating  forces  in  high  political  morals,  and  in  psychological  and 
military  qualities. 

Military  activities  of  our  forces,  their  toaso  training  days  irre¬ 
futably  confirm  that  tha  high  eonscientio uonsaa  of  Soviet  troops,  Uioir 
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Gcsaaiet  eonvictions  strikingly  appear  An  party  s^ineiplca  &s&  ei££3 
agpreeiatian,  la  tha  irrcccadjjablo  attdtuda  io  eay  display®  e2  boor* 
ipsis  idsolojy,  in  political  vi£i2£aso,  Iti  jasdai  ^alfixlbssst  of  tisda? 
official  dntlosj  la  caesr^lary  ajHtary  dlaelpliaa  esd  essaHcnfc  bai- 
tl®  tralni  ng. 


£mmztm&(am  mcmm 


fk®  decorated  Cfeoreb  ggsk  Brigade  which  css  ebssaandtd  in  the  ysara- 
of  fee  Bairiotis  by  tha  Bar®  of  the  Soidot-lMca-  rnd  nm 

general  cf  the  Arsy  X6  2*  Clas-skc^sldy,  p&seed  through  the  glorious  car 
■teall  fresa  tbese^  to-  Berlin*  A  great  <|a$ntiiy  of  destroyed  zyispo-ser  aach 
Ksahinsry  of  tho  8a%asy  end  tho  libe;@tlcn  of  tea  towns  and  settled  cress  * 
bo  credited  to  ife  ficeeuat#  Bering  the  years  of  «gg*  the  tshk  brigade 
farced  ony  water  <&ptgo&&>£.  cassis  whieb  «§§?#  the  Baiester,  t&sbsrn  Eas9 
*&!***%  end  Odor*  Bach  til® fegy1  dispXsysd  infinite  devotion  to  tb§ 
lisaela&d,  high  military  skill,  dgtext&sstieflj}  valer,  &nd  gaso  herslm, 

(fee  of  these  battle  epic  OSes,  th3  a-stien  of  tlso  brigs#  at  the  fiots&a- 
Odsr  operation  in  191p,  has  been  clearly  described  %  the  writer  B„  (Min 
in  ths  uestJc  Gfficor  b£  fank  Parses a 

ne®*At  2*(KJp»a,  Cel,  3usskcvs!dy  end  all  the  bsig&b  i-ith  attached 
s^f-prcp©21e4  ass,  division  rodbt-bcrraggi  usapaas,  battalitm  ncterised 
infantry,  field  eaglnscrs,,  osss  a?  eosssc^c&tiea,  prepared  strength  of 
infantry  aad  ©^tillary  sebAoved  a  bras^t&ren^io  Eo  saa&erod,  m  tankers 
*a  clean  breakthrough* 1  And  this  ts#  a  good  sign  -  ceassrving  the 
striking  .pccer  of  the  advanced  detachment  end  the  high  state  of  the  coral© 
end  nSlifesy  f&eicrs® 

A  bess  with  ssad,  gaa^3c  studies  ca  the  these  of  engapssant  of  tanks 
in  a  breakthrough  is  one  things  *Cm  <^ad^.©3  in  reality  -are  another*,  .(fee 
can  study  the  great  nus&er  of  probable  variations  of  battles  1000  ttees 
e,nd  still  %o  soar*  fe®a  the  battlefield  situation  suddenly  ehabgsa  fro 
the  ncssaal# 

It  was  supposed  that  the  tanks  on  the  Fill  tea  Hive?  frould  prepare 
a  bridge  far  erossing.  Bat  the  vacant  of  the  teaks  was  so  rapid  that 
they  entered  tha  river  writer  thsa  the  planned  battle  date.  The  b***dgo 
*ao  built  under  enscy  #-»j-  &S&&S&07  (eesaasisr  of  the  task  tatta?  leu, 
sajor,  Esre  of  tha  Soviet  tMoa  -  g&ter*©  got©)  tried  to  send  the  tanka 
ov^?  fee  ice,  5S&&©  tanks  fen  through  «  the  ice  ins  ijeak*  Ihr^beaev 
ras  terribly  erhittsyed*  lb  k»  tdikeai  torn  overalls,  in  a  orator, 

Eie  £ac©  was  paryla  wife  rage  and  rectifications  just  to  begin  tha  break- 
throat  csd  clrc-a^  s  delnyl 

Ca^nkeire’dy  ebeideds  it  vas  necessary  to  blei?  no  the  ic-o  and  eesd 
fee  tsrdia  nsrros  ti»  ferd. 


-  ?&?  dess*,  busy  o&  the  we-stcrn  chore,  rained  £ir% 

g2f^s|;  ifee-^SKapk  Asd;  tho-  i&tikss  'tprking  their  way  dossi  the  siep» 
W  |?4po«  entered  the?  t&sek,  smoky  water.,  pushtas  through  ths  ise,  wfeieh, 
asitiisgj  gr©Und  -against  ths"  iron  sides;  .of  taa  sgihinss*.  Cold  water 
penstraind  the  o!&srvsticsi  slits-  hitting  the  driver*©  hands*  Jssnagins 
t©  ©ale®  it  t©  the  essay  she?©,  ths  tasks  tihcste  the  water  @£#  esd  ££?£.* 
into  battle. 

„  ^arahfiasv  hisosif  quavered,  -got  Inessa,  bgfe,  «s  if  neb 

«®@34ag  iha  i^id,  &©  -steed  eg*  the  shcfs  tshtiX  werj-'tea!:  £a  the  battalion 
tea  ss^3s«d  the  sftwr*  Esrsfeansv  hisssflf  and  Qssgke&tiss#  eeaaidsrsd 
this  -th§.  things1  saxfit-ba.  -d^e*  So  -they  suat,  •  •  "X 


_  tsvasg  -ssscspLashed  the  reid  m  the  taxtzg  res?  and  having  destroyed 
rss^sroa,  the  teak  brigade  rapidly  loft  for  -the  approaches  to  ttes 
mBV,  ©long  with  ©they  offensive  units  of  the  Soviet  Axiiy?  forced  this 
great  water --fesowier,  and  rushed  to  Berlin* 

Hot  only  tankers  but  silllehs  of  Soviet  soldiers  at  tho  front  in  all 
phases  cf  ths  war  tattled  in  this  sanser  is  our  Ai*c3d  For  cade  Si  battles 
against  tho  Garaan  fascist  invaders,  they  demonstrated  *$rassOLcaa,  r^p-sro!'-* 
led  bravery,  sastery,  valor,  and  here  -e%  c&tolloat  Kdlitary  training, 
unusual  physical  enduranco,  Blood  flowed,  and  them  Soviet  soldiers  took 
victory  frea  the  powerful  eassy,  Our  soldiers  "had  tho  direct  look  of 
susml  danger  in  their  syo$a  dsiplayed  superior  aiXitary  valor  end  herdem," 
traiss  ISafshal  cf  tho  Soviet  Thai lea  G,  K«  Zhukcv«  "Shoro  aro  no  Units  to 
the  gmtea®  ©?  their  exploits  in  tho  nsso  of  their  Bcsdland*  Soviet 
soldiers  deserve  to  fed  resasiborod  for  over  by  grateful  mankind."1 

At  the  bass  of  the  high  iasral-political  and  military  qualities  of  tho 
forces  st  tho  front  was  the  conviction  of  righteousness  of  Leninist  teach- 
ing  and  socialism*  tho  troth  and  justico  of  the  goals  of  tho  war  of  libera¬ 
tion*  the  devotion  to  the  Consmniat  Party,  to  tho  Soviet  hceolseid,  Tho 
soRGEndors,  political  workers,  tho  party  end  kcascstoX  war  fercos  prepared 
to  fulfill  war  tasks,  to  achieve  the  feats  daserifeod  hero*  la  the  prccoso 
i  ®f^''*s3-i39(3  Ideological  and  organizational  work,  they  developed  into 
skillful  and  knowledgeable  defenders  of  tho  Homeland.  "Either  it  is 
the  eoa&toto  fact  of  hordes  or  it  is  ceiucidcaeo  which  passes  for  harden,  " 
said  H*  1,  Kalinin  at  this  tins,  "but  people  who  accomplish  heroic  deeds 
ton  utilise  this©  fortuitous  coincidences  bcoeuoo  physically,  psychologically 
9X1(3  politically,  they  wore  prepared  for  th©  display  of  hordes,  "2 

1  Boris  Qolinc  Deyrj&uyushtsya  asrlya,  (Action  Aray. )  Kassew,  Foyaa- 
iadat,  1958,  pp  TK  -  ffST^ 
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tej&oaa* )  Kosecw,  SSrcafek  Press  AG3S3j^5$8ff  pj^0 
2  HTl.  Kalinia.  0  kccr^jiloticb-skcn  ver^it^di.  (Ca  Ceramist  S^ca- 

Sa.)  ^aaoddya  «w5a^,Tnp®6  GsHrajTlSSiS,  r^ST™"  ““ 


1  G.  K»  Zhukcv. 
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2hla  conclusion  has  usaSntaincd  its  significance  into  car  day. 

thidor  cenditlomi  when,  aggressive  circles  in  tho  US  and  ether  isqpcr- 
ifi^ist  govoransnta  speed  up  the  aras  rice  and  develop  now  breeding 
gr»Amda  of  predator/  ror  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin  Africa,  end  prepare 
for  nuclear  war  against  &•  countries  of  the  world  aotialist  oystea,  we 
cast  as  nefar  bofero  reioferes  car  coral-political  and  psychological 
preparations  of  personnel  of  our  ©nay,  tirelessly  strengthen  the  ideo¬ 
logical  convictions  of  Soviet  troops,  heighten  thoir  physical  toughness 
and  perfect  their  military  prowess. 

In  contemporary  war  our  onliated  nan,  sergeants,  and  officers  will 
hattlo  agaiuat  powerful  sad  insidious  enemies,  cadaro  oevaro  burdens  and 
deprivations  which  demand  the  utmost  efforts  of  oil  their  moral  and 
physical  powers.  And  in  order  to  csprflss,  as  Lenin  said.  Knot  to  give 
onosealf  to  desoralisatljn,  digorgaaisativa;  to  continue  ocborly  eotlotS&g 
the  situation*  to  prssorvs  courage  and  firajoss,"!  each  Ssriot  eoldier  asst 
bo  ready  to  act  skillfully  and  selflessly  in  all  types  of  complicated 
military  conditions,, 

k&at  jaaral-politieol  sndsHitary  qualities  ara  needed  by  tankers  in 
particular  for  successful  folfiUnent  of  military  duties?  How,  for  c©- 
onplo,  can  tankers  bo  better  prepared  for  forced  crossings  of  rater 
barriers  in  tanks? 


ffiio  rich  silitary  experience  of  our  Armed  Forces  teaches  that  tho 
decisive  qualities  of  Soviet  forces  roro,  ©ro,  and  will  bo  their  stead¬ 
fast  ideological  conviction,  and  their  high  ceananiat  ecaseicimoss. 

!Si®  ideologically  ecasdoua  soldier  does  not  give  up  confidence  in  tri¬ 
umphal  ecsomnist  ideals  f  <a  a  ninuto  even  in  the  scoot  sovoro  tests j  ho 
battles  and  eaerifioea  hi©  blood  and,  if  doaanded,his  lifo. 

during  tha  years  of  tho  Great  Patriotic  Wat,  vhon  tho  troops  of 
Hitler  offered,  as  though  it  wars  no  infringement  ca  tho  Ean*o  Ideological 
attitude,  to  giro  Soviet  General  D.  K.  Ksrbishsv  a  position  in  their  arzy 
©3  enginsor-<f ortificr ,  hs  steadfastly  declared*  "Hy  ©  ©aviations  do  not 
shod  their  teeth  from  ©  lack  of  vitamins  in  camp  rations*..!  took  upon 
syoalf  the  duty  of  a  cesc!Siniot...And  under  all  conditions  -  resolutely 
wider  all  -I  will  preserve  my  honor  and  party  faith  for  they  ©ro  not 
illusions."* 


Every  Soviet  patriot  acts  like  this, 

JEto  foundations  in  soldiers  of  communist  collections  jmd  other 

IV.  I.  Lenin,  Polzusobs  aech^  (Collected  Works e)  vol  1*1*,  p  229. 

2  Karkcim-lenirigaa  -  gvdiKdya  intematsienal  *noys  uchordyo.  Vypuck 
Irgsalea-Ljaija^sa  -  Pesos  International  Beetriao,  SQctijd* 

rnum.n^^rmmgid&erTmT  p  js.  ~  — ~~ 
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seeoasary  qualities  are  tho  constant  riso  of  their  political  consciousness? 
prefoundstudy  of  Karzist-Loalylst  theory  and  of  tho  great/legacy  of  K*T 
I^BaLJk^Engals,  V.I.  Lonin.  the  0P5I?  Party  Platform,  dsoidod  upon  by  a 
confomit^jaf  the  party  and  a  plenary  session  of  Its  Central  CoaoitteBy  and 

Lcntaisaj  *s  fundamental  to  tha  education  and  ideological  training  of 
Soviet  forces o  Soldiers,  sailors,  sergeants,  and  offieera  sec  in  Lonin 
the  model  of  faith  and  selfless  devotion  to  tho  working  man’s  needs*  Raising 
of  consciousness  *n  tha  troop3  is  promoted  by  a  kncwledga  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  and  heroic  history  of  the  party,  people,  military  traditions  of 
tho  Soviet  l&litary  Forces,  and  by  demanding  military  oaths  and  regulations* 
"fho  dovolopnent  of  mass  consciousness,*  shoved  7.  I.  Lenin,  "remains,  as 
always,  the  base  and  substance  of  all  out  work.1’! 


American  imperialists  and  their  allies  of  the  aggressive  bloc  are 
continuing  furious  armaments  race,  strenuously  widening  tho  front  of 
ideological  sabotage,  striving  to  work  their  pernicious  idoology  into 
the  socialist  countries  and,  with  tho  aid  of  thedr-  arced  might,  they 
are  attempting  the  ideological  disarmament  of  the  population  and  aragr 
personnel  of  the  forces  of  socialist  countries  so  as  to  undf  rmino  their 
defensive  power* 


Therefore  it  is  vitally  important  that  each  armed  defender  of  tho 
Soviet  Homs land  correctly  understand  the  essence  of  tho  CPSU  policies 
and  the  concrete  tasks  of  building  communism,  strengthening  of  tho  world 
socialist  system,  world  communism,  and  the  national  independence  movement* 
Each  dofendor  must  comprehend  the  objective  necessities  cf  military  work 
and  constant  military  preparedness  of  our  troops,  so  that  ho  profoundly 
understands  his  place  and  duties  in  th<?  general  struggle  for  communism, 
in  dofensa  of  socialism  and  the  Fatherland?  so  that  ho  firmly  believo  in 
the  steadfast  ideas  of  KarxLst-Leninism  and  the  inevitability  of  tho  des¬ 
truction  of  capitalism,  in  the  rigbtooua  struggle  of  the  freedom-loving 
peoples  against  imperialism. 


Tho  potential  of  the  motive  force  of  socialist  development,:  through 
the  important  factor  of  unity  of  Soviet  tro/ps,  is  realised  by  that 
source  of  public  and  military  nativity;  Khr^dst-Leninist  ideology.  It  is, 
therefore,  important  that  each  soldier  bo  realistically,  scientifically 
presented  : ith  the  character  of  tasks  that  have  been  decided  upon,  of  paiiis 
leading  to  tho  building  of  communism  or  its  defense?  that  he  be  shown  tho 
relationship  between  high  i  teals  and  vital  interests  of  the  people,  on  tho 
cao  hand,  and  the  day-to-day  duties  on  the  other#  tfaity  of  thought  and 
action,  of  word  and  deed  must  dully  bo  drilled  into  each  soldier.  32iis 
require  depth  and  scope  in  party  endeavors. 


Raising  of  political  conscinusnosn  of  tankers,  as  with  all  our  troops, 
forma  in  them  communist  convictions  and  otner  high  moral-political  and 
military  qualities  of  submission  to  ail  militarily  and  politically  pre¬ 
pared  forces,,  party  and  political  work,  commanders,  political  organs, 

IV*  T*  Lenin.  Vpln*  oobr.  siooh.  (noLlscted  Works),  vol  1»,  -  376. 
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political  workers,  and  party  ond  fccascaol  organisations.  Karsiat-LeB- 
inist  looming  by  officers,  political  tacks  and  politic al  information 
for  all  soldiers  and  sergeants,  agitational  propaganda  and  mass  eulturo 
work,  as  well  as  physical  culture  and  sports  actively  servo  these  goals* 
Tho  £x$>ortant  rolo  of  the  press,  theater,  radio,  television,  literatnro, 
and  art  in  moral-political  and  psychological  preparation  of  tho  troops 
jGuat  also  be  noted* 

All  systems  of  military  learning  are  developed  so  teat  any  opooiiio 
duty  Till  confer  on  the  troops  a  good  educational  Influence,  aiding  then 
to  master  the  essence  of  KassdL^-LsninisEV  so  that  ecssranica  eaters  their 
unpretending  and  conduct .  «.,,A31  things  in  the  complex  of  Military 
preparations  of  the  red  army  and  the  red  fleet,"  said  M,  X5  Kalinin, 

Rnast  be  allied  with  the  world  outlook.  "L 

Tho  Ideological  eonviet&oa  of  Soviet  soldiers,  their  scientific 
worl  outlook,  sorves  as  a  solid  basis  for  the  development  of  other  aoral- 
political,  psychological  and  military  qualities,  nesely  love  of  tfao 
Soviet  EoBoigad;  Soviet  patriotism,  proletarian  internationalism,  high 
political  vigilance*  and  class  hatred  of  itporl&lism,  faithfulness  to 
military  duty  and  traditions,  iaflcadblo  discipline,  physical  ondarenca, 
initiativo,  resourcefulness,  staunchness,  mastery,  heroism,  excellent 
military  training. 

( tea  of  tho  most  important  qualities  of  the  Soviet  soldier,  defining 
his  moral  make-up,  is  Soviet  patriotism,  infinite  dsrrotion  to  the  Heesa- 
land,  people,  party,  government,  communist  affairs.  Soviet  war  patriots 
aro  man  who  superbly  master  their  specialties,  who  will  ccao  forward  at 
any  moment  to  dofond  their  Homeland  successfully  and  masterfully,  with 
dignity  and  honor,  net  sparing  strength  or  thoir  very  11  es  for  tho  sake 
of  victory  over  enemies  -  aa  millions  of  heroes  of  the  civil  and  Groat 
Patriotic  Vfera  did. 


,  \Ov.  ' 


// 


The  patriotism  of  Soviet  soldiers  is  inseparably  linked  with  prole¬ 
tarian  intornationallsia,  Tho  military  defenders  of  the  Soviet  HccSTanoT 
e35prs33**^heir  ifaith'  in" tho  idea  of  international  solidarity,  their  con¬ 
cern  for  the  working  class,  their  preparations  for  helping  the  exploited 
and  oppressed  in  their  struggle  for  freedom  and  independence,  their  pre¬ 
parations  for  defense  of  the  sacred  borders  and  tho  gains  of  the  world 
socialist  system,  Soviet  soldiers,  as  with  all  our  freedom-loving  poople, 
are  in  complete  solidarity  and  unity  with  the  just  struggle  for  freedom 
and  independence  of  the  working  countries  of  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America 
and  of  all  who  join  against  imperialism,  racism,  and  war.  The  Soviet 
patriot-soldier  considers  Ms  international  duty  first  of  all  to  be  tho 
strengthening  of  military  cooperation  with  the  soldiers  of  tho  fraternal 
armies  of  socialist  governments,  tho  broadening  of  ties  of  friendship  with 
working  youth  of  the  whole  world, 

Aa  exceptionally  important  quality,  necessary  for  a  soloicrstanksr 

1  K.  I.  Kalinin.  0  kessuniaticheskca  vosMtanil  i  volnskca  dolga. 

(to  Communist 
lyof,"  pi 
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for  the  aitairueat  of  victory  esc  the  battlefield,  ia  hio  etriet  dl^dpliaa. 
Grganiaor  and  creator  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  tho  Soviet  oSJon  ~ vTTTl&siia 
taught  ns  to  look  at  discipline  and  military  preparedness  of  the  foreos  in 
unity,  as,  intordapendent  themes,  "In  order  to  win."  he  said,  "a  groat 
struggle  and  iron  military  discipline  wo  needed,"* 


"She  living  heart  of  the  tank"  -  in  this 
way  the  komsoraol  sergeant  N,  Zolotukhin, 
one  of  the  bast  driver-mechanics,  special¬ 
ist  class,  official  sportsman,  describes 
his  brother-soldier 


I&thout  educating  and  organizing  personnel  to  maintain  strict 
discipline,  it  is  inconceivable  that  tank  units  could  successfully 
©ross  water  obstacles.  As  experience  teaches,  the  slightest  breach 
of  discipline  by  crossing  units  can  imperil  or  prevent  tho  tanks  from 
crossing  the  water  obstacle  with  speed,  can  bring  to  naught  the  measures 
for  attaining  surprise.  So,  it  is  enough  to  shrink  from  tho  demands  of 
coriander* s  service,  as  inevitably  happens  with  the  density  of  units  in 
the  area  of  a  crossing,  with  all  the  ensuing  consequences.  If  tho  order 
of  underwater  movement  is  violated,  then  erashee  occur  and  the  crossing 
fails.  Lack  of  disciplins,  even  of  only  one  crewmember,  during  under¬ 
water  movement  of  a  tank,  threatens  loss  of  equipment  and  men, 

Ihereforo,  preparations  of  tank  soldiers  for  succossful  actions  at 
mater  obstacles  include  education  in  rigid  discipline.  In  units  and 
oub-rnita  of  tank  force//  this  goal  is  sought  by  great  and  purposeful 

1  V,  I.  Lenin.  Poln,  sobr.  so,ch.,  (Collected  Works,)  vol  1/0,  p  220, 
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work.  CcaaandsK's  and  political  -workers*,  party  sad  ke^csol  organisations 
©spledn  the  military  requirements  of  oaths  regulations  to  the 

solders,  describe  the  esasnco  and  i^ortai^:  .«f‘  discipline  m£  its  rd© 
in  safeguarding  constant  military  prcparsdEibs  -smd'  in  sneuf^s^i  jeostor&ag 
of  the  saethods  of  underwater  tank  crossings  arid  ©$h<sr  t&etles,. 

look  after  the  satisfaoticn  of  dcaastic  requ3re*mb?i  of  the  troops*  as  aell 
aa  the  organisation  of  cultural  leisure ,  Persea&i  of  escaasandors 

and  politdeal  workers,  their  teaching  tins,  strict  \&&  ihsi  regulation  of 
demands  are  also  important  moans  of  forming  soldiers *  $$jdct  d&soipline* 
Commanders  and  political  -workers  do  not  limit  their  acuities  to  csplari- 
ations,  They  carry  out  their  own  duties  -  they  study  peepie,  asalyae 
reasons  for  faults  to  succeed  in  choosing  the  beat  working  rnihods  and 
teaching  forms  j  they  learn  to  apply  methods  which  allow  the  troops  to 
understand^  the  importance  of  rigid  discipline  and  the  necessity.  elwaya  of 
strictly  observing  it  under  any  conditions. 

The  preparations  of  tank  forces  for  military  action  including  the 
crossing  of  water  barriers  include  adueation  of  the  soldiers  in  burning 
hatred  of  iMreriali3n.  high  revolutionary  vigilanso.  successful  security 
of  military  and  governmental  s carats,  diagnosis  and  suppression  of  per¬ 
fidious  intrigues  of  enemy  agents.  The  enemy  fi^vts  to  sow  false  rumoi'o, 
panic  and  to  lead  various  measures  blunting  vigilance  of  our  forcesj  they 
try  to  undermine  military  security  of  tho  Soviet  Army  and  Navy.  In  mili¬ 
tary  conditions  many  methods  will  bo  employed  by  underwater  saboteurs  in 
order  to  cause  failures  among  our  forces  crossing  water  barriers.  The 
history  of  such  occurrences  is  known,  as  is  illustrated  by  the  case  of 
a  group  of  fascist  underwater  saboteurs  under  the  command  of  officer  F. 
Keller  who  undertook  a  series  of  diversi&os  during  the  April,  19h5  Soviet 
crossing  of  the  Oder.l  Operating  underwater  fascist  scouts  exploded  fivo 
important  bridges  on  this  river  in  the  area  of  Shtettina,  Nipervis,  and 
Fiddikhov,  and  thereby  put  the  Soviet  forces  in  a  difficult  p  aition,  In 
order  to  forestall  such  a  situation,  the  Soviet  forces  must  constantly  be 
aware* 

The  surmounting  of  water  obstacles  demands  personal  mastery,  initia¬ 
tive,  and  great  willpower  from  personnel  of  tank  forces.  Capturing  of 
fords,  bridges,  crossings,  and  the  very  surpassing  of  water  barriers 
require  that  the  soldiers  act  under  the  throat  of  nuclear  attacks  Tho 
solution  of  those  problems  demands  from  tankers  surprise,  audacious  and 
rapid  actions.  They  will  need  exceptional  selflessness  and  heroism  in 
battle  against  the  enemy  bank  of  water  obstacles,  which  they  will  force, 
a a  well  aa  in  the  struggle  against  enemy  counterattacks. 

This  poses  the  problem  of  education  of  the  forces  in  high  moral- 
political.  psychological,  and  military  qualities,  which  servo  as  a  guar¬ 
antee  of  success  and  selflessness  of  actions  on  the  battlefield,  as  well 
aa  in  forcing  water  obstacles. 

1  See  K«  Bakksr.  Hemotskiyo  morskiye  di-.  .rsanty  vo  vtoroy  mrovoy 

voynSf  (Goman  fca$^J^o5c\itg  Puron^tKo  racond'l-forlq  Ware) 

ISsoow,  Xz3£veT’ inosWannoy  Y-ftoratury ,  19jf8,  p  208-21?. 
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The  glorious  history  of  the  Soviet  Amy  is  extracrdinarily  rich  in 
tocsapltsa  of  bravery,  mass  heroism,  and  military  skill  of  tankers  ia 
forcing  water  barriers*  For  tha  successful  forcing  of  the  Dnieper  in 
the  fall  of  19U3,  $ 2  soldiers  wore  awarded  the  Order  of  Lenin,  Krasno- 
anaaennoy.  Orders  of  Suvorov  and  Kutuaov  and  Ebro  of  tho  Soviet  Union 
Kodals.  Hie  majority  of  the  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  wore 
decorated  by  the  government,  and  all  the  divisions,  in  memory  of  the 
heroic  crossing  of  this  wide  water  barrier,  received  tho  title  ^DnieporJ, 

Hero  is  another  example  that  was  discussed  on  every  page  of  tho  army 
magazine  in  its  time* 

...Under  a  hurricane  of  firo  from  the  enemy,  tho  battalion  rapidly 
forced  across  tho  Vistula,  Political  worker  Guard  Captain  Nikolei  Tara¬ 
sov,  having  replacad  the  combat-wounded  commander,  led  tha  battaJlcn. 

Bio  firo  was  so  strong  that  they  could  not  raise  their  heads.  Neverthe¬ 
less  they  had  to  cross  tho  river,  Pride  and  bravery  were  equal  to  the 
task.  The  water  lino  was  crossed.  The  tankora*  ssagaln©  featured  tho 
exploit  in  the  article  "Gvardli  inpitan  Sarasov  i  yevo  begatyri"  (Guard 
Captain  Tarasov  and  His  Heroic  Warriors'5),  rihs  tankers  got  the  issue 
within  a  few  days  and  read  it  with  interest,,  And  aftor  tho  battle?  The 
soldiers  could  not  bring  themselves  to  order  when  they  heard  tho  news: 
"Raisa  Porfiroraa,  the  wife  of  Nikolai  0strob3k±y,  has  cose  to  the  bat¬ 
talion,"  Bio  soldiers  at  tho  front  gathered  at  tho  edge  of  tho  woods. 
They  listened  with  emotion  to  th*  story  about  tho  beautiful  person,  tho 
wondorful  writer,  the  life  that  was  a  groat  exploit.  When  tho  voica  of 
Raina  Porfirovna  died  away,  political  worker  Nikolai  Tarasov  ro30  from 
the  ground.  With  a  habitual  moti,  a,  he  straightened  his  field  shirt;  ho 
took  his  military  comrades  in  at  a  glance  and  spoke  s 

"Who  of  you,  friends,  has  not  read  the  book  Kak  zakalyalac »  stal1 
(How  Steol  Was  Tomporad)?  Is  thore  such  a  man?" 

Tho  soldiers  answered  in  a  chorus: 

"Noi" 

"This  book  teaches  love  for  your  Homeland,  your  people;  it  toadies 
mastery,  courage,  fearlessness.  Let  us  swear,  comrades,  that  wo  will  not 
dishonor  the  Guardsmen!..," 

It  was  not  only  with  such  high-flown  phrases  that  tanker  Tarasov 
endurodj  He  fought  bravely  and  boldly,  biasing  always  with  both  words 
*nd  inspiring  example.  He  had  crossed  many  vorst*  in  order  to  roach 
Berlin  and  participate  in  the  storm  of  the  fascist  lair*  Tanker  Tara¬ 
sov  and  his  unit  forced  tho  Dca,  Dnieper,  Southern  Bug,  Vistula.  In 
Kay  19lo  ha  wont  to  Berlin.  Eis  breast  was  adorned  by  tho  orders  Red 
Bonner,  Patriotic  War  Second  Class,  two  older s  of  tho  Red  Star  and  two 
madala  "for  military  merit." 

«■  2N:  1  verst  -  3^00  feat. 
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1  would  like  to  rolato  still  another  ch&raotoristie  tank  episodo. 

...Acting  as  part  of  the  advanced  detachment  of  a  tank  brigade, 
the  adduced  point  under  the  ecenand  of  Lt.  Yudin  wont  as  fast  a a  pos¬ 
sible  to  the  bridge  over  the  Oder  in  the  area  of  Buraenin.  Demanding  and 
obtaining  protection,  the  tank  crow  rushed  over  the  bridge,  cut  the  wires 
of  the  explosive  charge  and  set  to  fighting  with  the  enemy  on  this  enemy 
shore.  The  ’Tattle  which  took  place  instantly  upon  the  crossing  of  the 
hero-tankers  saw  the  destruction  of  five  guns  and  10  of  ffiLltor’s  mon,  Af¬ 
ter1  the  point  was  hurrying  tho  advanced  dotachnent.  The  main  force  of 
the  «.rigade  followed  and  reinforced  the  success. 

What  guaranteed  the  capture  of  the  crossing  and  the  fulfillment  of 
tho  goals  that  had  been  set? 

Along  with  surprise,  high  skill  of  the  tankers,  courage  and  heroics 
played  important  roles  in  the  success  of  their  f orsdttable  tacticso  The 
Importance  of  these  moral  qualities  of  soldiers  for  the  attainment  of 
victory  in  contemporary  warfare  is  even  greater#  This  obliges  command¬ 
ers  and  political  workers,  party  and  koras  omol  organisations  to  preparo 
soldiers  systematically  for  heroic  battle  actions. 

In  order  successfully  to  overcome  water  barriers,  it  is  necessary 
to  bo  of  groat  endurance,  have  superb  health  and  physical  hardiness. 
Tankers •  training  to  attain  these  qualities  are  furthered  by  lessons  In 
tactical  training,  physical  culture,  and  sports. 

It  is  not  by  chance  that  the  saying  “Armor  loves  steel  muscles"  is 
Widespread  among  tankers.  Indeed,  armored  machines  require  sldJl  in  cn- 
du  ing  groat  physical  loads  on  the  part  of  all  crewmembers.  Wiile  driv¬ 
ing  the  tank,  the  driver-mechanic  constantly  makes  efforts  to  control 
lovers  and  pedals  that  respond  only  to  great  muscular  strength.  Diffi¬ 
cult  conditions  of  work  inside  the  tank  prevail  for  other  erewaombers 
also.  Taking  into  account  the  faot  that  surmounting  of  water  obstacles 
is  usually  preceded  by  protracted,  strained  marches  and  battles,  it  be¬ 
comes  clear  that  they  need  straieal  training,  endurance,  and  health. 

Fulfilling  tho  orders  of  the  CPSU  program,  in  >Mch  the  CG  CPSU 
and  Soviet  Ministry  of  the  USSR  demanded  on  August  11,  1966,  “About 
measures  for  the  further  development  of  physical  culture  and  sportsj? 
aa  well  as  orders  of  the  Defense  Ministry  of  tho  USSR,  that  commanders, 
political  organa  and  party  organisations  of  tank  forces  constantly  take 
care  of  heightening  physical  hardening  of  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  of¬ 
ficers,  demands  that  soldiers  be  ready  for  action  in  any  situation, 
howovor  difficult  it  nay  bo.  Systematic  morning  gymnastics  snd  compe¬ 
tition  in  various  types  of  sports  actively  help  to  realize  these  goals. 
Tho  standards  of  tho  Military  Sports  Complex  (VSX)  consitute  the  basis 
of  sporus  in  units  and  aid  in  preparation-  for  official  sportsmen  and 
judging  of  skills  in  military  applications  of  sports. 

_ Tho  teaching  of  swimming  to  tankers  occupies  a  major  place  in 

1  Archives  of  tho  Defense  Ministry  of  tho  USSR,  photograph  323#  list 
h756,  file  131,  shoot  5,  h2. 
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physical  preparations.  And  tfc^sj  correct.  Soldiers  who  do  not  know  how 
to  swim  cannot  perform  light  diving  dutea.  And  without  this  tho  under- 
water  driving  of  tanka  must  not  b*  permitted.  It  follows,  then,  that  crow 
commanders  and  political  workers  must  ensure  that  communists  and  kossamol 
members,  young  and  old  soldiers,  a  winners  and  non-swiroaors  bo  evenly  divi¬ 
ded  among  the  crews.  In  this  way  more  even  preparation  of  crow  and  faster 
instruction  is  possible.  One  tank  unit  in  tho  Belorussian  Military  Dis¬ 
trict  has  aeeummulated  positive  experience  in  swimming  preparations;  this 
unit  has  boon  decorated  with  the  Order  of  tho  Red  Banner.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  training  year  the  old  commander  placed  before  the  personnel  thooo 
problems:  each  soldier,  sergeant,  and  officer  must  learn  to  swim  well,  to 
dive,  and  how  to  perform  lifesaving  techniques.  Military  cantonments  were 
equipped  with  closed  pools  with  this  goal  in  mind.  In  each  cojnpany  groups 
of  non-swiramers  wore  created  with  excellent  swimmers  at  their  head.  Les¬ 
sons  were  carried  on  during  coming  exercises,  during  the  hours  of  physical 
preparations,  and  during  mass  sp  ;rt  work.  Commanders  and  political  worker 
sub-units  lead  personnel  in  awimming  preparations;  training  of  each  soldier 
and  sergeant  fallowed. 

During  the  summer  rose*  airs  were  used-  do  training  the  soldiers  in  swim¬ 
ming.  Beforehand  foot-bridges  were  built,  units  were  equipped  with  swim¬ 
ming  materials,  and  barriers  were  set  up.  A  good  base  for  swimming  train¬ 
ing  was  developed.  It  is  noteworthy  that  party  and  komsamol  activist  units 
ffavj  complete  support  to  the  effort  to  teach  nonswimmers.  These  units  act¬ 
ively  participated  in  tne  building  of  contests  for  swimmers,  water  games, 
meetings  and  events  featuring  the  best  swimmers.  DLving,  jumping  over 
ditches  filled  with  water,  diving  ar.d  swimming  with  open  eyes,  etc.  war© 
included  in  th&  program  of  sports  competitions.  Sports  training  and  con¬ 
tests  rapidly  improved  the  health  of  the  military,  raising  them  to  military 
readiness  and  training  them  in  physical,  moral,  and  psychological  ways. 
Underwater  stdming  is  a  fascinating  aspect  of  sports  among  tank  troops. 

It  has  an  important  military  significance  and  allows  the  preparation  of 
good  diving  scouts,  easing  diving  training  for  all  personnel. 

Collectivism,  militarj  comraderle,  and  mutual  help  have  permanent 
meaning  for  successful  i^Aiillnont  oT  the  duties  setTBofore  tank  units  and 
sub-units,  A  tonic  is  a  collective  piece  of  ordinance.  It3  msnoeuverability, 
spaed,  accuracy  of  firing  are  determined  not  only  b>  tactics  but  also  in  de¬ 
pendence  upon  coordination,  agreement,  ccwradly  help.  Such  is  particularly 
the  case  in  overcoming  water  barriers  when  tne  war  machine  must  suddenly  bo 
stopped  under  enemy  fire  or  turned  sharply] 

Here  is  an  example.  In  one  lesson  tho  tank  had  to  be  stopped  under 
water.  Attempts  to  move  proved  useless.  It  was  also  unfeasible  to  tow 
the  tank  off  without  flooding  it.  A  dangerous  under,  ater  situation  bad 
been  created,  Tho  crewmembers  decided  to  floor,  the  tank  and  go  out  to  tho 
surface.  It  was  the  first  tine  that  the  tankers  had  experienced  3uch  a 
situation.  One  of  the  crowrasmbors  became  ,.er:o u3  ..»ud  began  making  mistakes. 
The  rest  of  tho  tankers  did  not  lose  th-ir  heads.  They  acted  in  precise 
adherence  to  established  procedures  in  exiting  from  the  flooded  tank. 

In  these  difficult  ra_  nates  the  co  v<an,ior  of  the  tank  encouraged  the  novices. 


helping  them  better  to  fix  their  gas  ssaoka*  The  first  »&o  left  the  tank 
waa  iho  gun  layer 9  who  helped  the  leader*  The  loader*'  with  the  help  of 
the  driwor-ssochanio,  was  the  second  to  leave  and  west  to  the  surface* 
Behind  his  followed  tho  driver-mechanic  •  The  tank  ccesander  helped  his 
get  through  the  hatch  without  delay*  Following,  as  ho  should,  esa®  tho 
cosnander*  Comity  help  by  the  crewnosbora  turned  a  critical  situation 
into  SU0CSS3* 

That  is  why  in  every  lesson  tho  commander  and  political  workers  ex¬ 
plain  to  soldiers  the  importance  of  comradely  aid  for  successful  crossings 
of  water  obstacles  and  teach  collectivism  and  submission  as  the  first  lows 
of  military  comrades* 

In  training  and  military  situations  tho  tank  crows  can  unexpectedly 
find  themselves  in  an  underwater  situation  which  desands  from  them  excep¬ 
tional  self-control,  calmness,  willpower.  During  underwater  driving  one 
crow  found  thcssolve  “•»  an  ordeal  of  courage*  The  crow  was  composed  of 
Valeriy  Bocharob,  a  former  ratal  craftsman  of  tho  Kharkovskiy  tractor 
factcryj  Grigoriy  Kulibab,  son  of  a  partisan  in  tho  Groat  Patriotic  War 
and  technical  school  student  Srm.  the  Donets  region*  Ofcogiy 
former  communications  expert  frees  Tbilisi. 

...The  tank  of  this  orew  advanced  along  tho  rivor  bottom*  Tho  direc¬ 
tional  gyro  pointed  tho  way  through  tho  disturbed  waters*  Tho  quiet, 
measured  voiea  of  tho  battalion  commander  convinced  Sorgoant  Grigoric 
Sulibab  that  tho  tank  was  proceeding  along  tho  correct  course*  Suddenly 
the  machine  was  in  an  underw&tor  holo,  in  deep  and  halted*  Tho  Sorgoant 
irmadiatoly  reported  to  the  commander#  To  the  bottom  ccco  divers*  The 
group  of  them  wont  to  the  aid  of  the  tank*  Tho  first,  then  second  and 
fifth  andseventh  attests  to  drag  out  the  tank  produced  no  results*  Tho 
silt-covorcd  bottom  hold  tho  machine  firmly.  Several  hours  of  this  l8Eh» 
tcry  captivity"  pascod*  It  grew  stuffy  inside  the  tank.  The  tankers 
know  how  difficult  the  evacuation  would  bo.  Again  tractors  pulled  on  tha 
cable*  This  time  out  of  tho  water  tho  carmen  slowly  emerged,  thon  tho 
turret,  and  the  tank...  Finally  the  tirod  tankers  emerged  from  tho  tank 
and  spread  out  on  the  grass.  But  tha  rest  was  short. 

"Grow,  stand  upi"  ccsenandod  Sorgoant  Kulibab* 

When  the  tankors  had  stood  up,  the  tank  commander  addressed  the* 
officer: 

"Please  allow  us  to  repeat  tho  crossing*" 

Tho  officer  looked  carefully  into  tho  face  of  the  tanker  and 
ordered: 

"Prepare  the  machine i" 

Quickly  tho  tank  entered  tho  river  once  cere  and  after  a  few  minutes 
slowly  emerged  on  the  opposite  shoro.l 

1  Sea  Pravda,  August  h,  1970, 
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Resolute  steadfastness,  ability  in  a  dangerous  situation  to  preserve 
oala  and  fighting  ability  are  qualities  no  less  important  to  tenkers  than 
spiritual  and  acral  strength. 


Cteo  of  the  most  important  qualities  for  tankers  to  attain  victory 
over  the  eneny  is,  as  already  outlined  earlier,  great  military  skill  and 
dssp  haggle  dgo  of  BiHtary  techniques  and  weapons,  tto"Ba5is  of  b'cafe*" 
porary  'car8  T@F  ''sueo asisful  action  'oh  tEo^baStlftfield  ^Besides'  good  poli¬ 
tical  attitudes ,  military  training  is  necessary,”*  tsaohsa  tho  prominent 
military  expert  H*  7.  Ekunso, 

In  tho  Soviet  Array  a  harmonious  system  of  military  and  political 
i  preparations  has  been  created  vdth  honor  enduring  tho  tost  of  tiraa*  During 
planning  exorcises,  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  successfully  master 
all  the  complexities  of  military  affairs,  persistently  studying  in  order 
to  know  then  perfectly  in  battle.  Tests  of  mobilisation  moons  of  personnel 
to  perfect  thoir  military  skill  aro  carried  out  Ah  connection  with  party- 
political  work,  which  continuously  la  teplcrmatoiS  by  easzaada?as  political 
workers,  and  party  and  komsotad  organisations. 

Tho  transition  of  Land  Forces  in  agreement  with  Soviet  Law  to  tho 
general  military  roqt&remont  of  a  two-year  term*  of  service  has  given  now 
difficult  tasks  to  commandos  and  political  worker  units  and  sub-units. 

Kowr  soldiers  and  sergeants  must  receive  both  tno  necessary  knowledge  end 
mastery  of  their  specialities'  in  two  years.  'In  particular,  tank  forces 
smat  atucfcr  thoir  military  machine  andbpabls  to  drivo  and  service  it, 
aocusately  hit  targets,  act  in  tcbvxcal  situations  cuch  as  tho  forcing 
of  water  barriers.  Thor©  exist  certain  vital  conditions  for  solving  those 
problems  in  wars  rich  training  base,  military  equipment,  osporlcneo,  capable 
commanders.  Preconditions  for  tho  attainment  of  high  successes  in  war  in¬ 
clude  general  education  and  technical  levels  rising  so  that  tho  ©ray  ro* 
ccdws  now  personnel  bettor  prepared  by  schools. 

Among  tho  conditions  providing  for  high  quality  training  of  tank  cress 
in  overcoming  water  barriers  by  tanks  under  water  military  technical  spe¬ 
cialties  and  pthodical  preparations  of  officers  occupy  a  spcoij&’ V&eoT  ’ 
Is'Qio  technological  oqTapcaht  of  our  army  bscesss  over  greater  a  core  and 
moro  important  role  is  played  by  the  quality  of  the  men.  Tho  level  of 
learning  of  tho  troops  and  victory  in  war  depend  car  the  level  of  professional 
mastery  by  officers  and  ca  their  technical  habits.  Fundamental  changes  in 
military  affairs  demand  that  tha  tank  officer,  coramaador,  or  political 
worker,  whichever  ho  may  bo,  bo  icluod  with  love  and  respect  for  equipment# 
that  he  master  it#  that  ho  bo  well-grounded  in  physics,  chemistry,  catho- 
caties,  and,  without  fail,  conditions  of  scientific  organization  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  training  of  tankers  -  conditions  without  which  tho  successful  dir- 
option  of  war  cannot  bo  achieved. 

2  H.  7,  Fsmso*  Isbraaayye  Prrlgyodeniya.  jSslcotcd  Works.)  IJbsoow, 
Voyerdadat,  195Y,"p  32(57 
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Politburo  Ssarotsry  Kajor  V,  Rcsaaoako 
(right)  always  finds  tixo  to  have  a 
talk  vith  drivor-cochonic  a 


Shs  Secretary  of  the  Ecssssol  Cabinet  It*  A  TT©« 
khinots  »  expert  on  tank  techniques  and  cldllful 
educator  of  Arsenica  youth.  IDs  tenth  a  percent! 

csjnplo,  fee  r.chili£C3  soldiers,  achieving  oscsl- 
Xenb  au3«--3  in  military  end  political  prepara- 


Efts  cecnander’s  preparations  include  perfection  of  military  techniques 
end  of  the  specialized  knowledge  of  officers  in  the  unit  ecneesning  plaaslag 
sessions#  Shis  process  lata  officers  profoundly  mater  regular  toahniqusa 
and  weapons,  drive  machines,  and  £ir«#  Mlitary«tse^o»l,  propagsnda  plays 
aa  astivo  rola  here*  conversations,  lesaonsj  ie^turca  tm  ^5o5aLca5T "tEsasaq, 
conferences  m  technical  problems,  and  other  forms#  Xn  my  units  aohoola 
cfforemost  eaporlcnca  are  successfully  used,  it'oleaenting  progress  2aT^Sda 
the  ffi^>lo£iation  of  military  techniques  andweapeha  is  taught.  According  to 
tho  plan  of  th©  commander’s  study  for  perfection  of  ©ethoda  for  preparing 
officers,  sethodological  study,  oonforsnees,  training  sessions,  lectures, 
readings  on  methods,  instruction,  and  psychology  all  play  a  part. 

One  of  tho  tank  units  of  the  Rod  Banner  Kiev  Military  District  accum- 
mulated  considerable  teaching  experience  in  this  area  during  preparations 
for  fulfillment  cf  underwater  tank  exercises*  A  systematic  training  agssabjy 
for  officers  was  hold  at  the  water  training  site. 

She  commander  read  the  officers  a  lesson  on  tho  theme  "Opinions  of  tho 
Ehesy  on  tho  Defense  of  Water  Lines,  Radiation,  and  Ifydrological  Situations 
and  Methods  of  Overcoming  Water  Obstacles."  Tho  deputy  technical  commander 
rap  lessons  on  the  theory  of  underwater  tank  movement.  Medical  corps  work® 
ors  talked  about  hygienic  conditions  in  hermetically  sealed  tanks,  about 
tho  physical  and  physiological  aspects  of  underwater  immersion.  With  the 
goal  of  a  more  profound  understanding  of  questions  stated  in  readings,  tho 
club  organized  an  exhibition  of  literature  and  a  showing  of  military  train¬ 
ing  film. 

Assemblies  wore  arranged  for  unit  members  to  instruct  them  in  tho  use 
of  gas  masks,  the  procedures  of  flooding  tanks,  and  other  rules. 

Ifcd  doputy  political  commander  concentrated  the  attention  of  officers 
not  only  on  the  faot  that  each  of  them  had  the  duty  to  observe  safety  regu¬ 
lations,  but  also  gavo  them  praotical  advice  on  the  procedure  of  explaining 
safety  regulations  to  soldiers  and  sergeants  in  lessons  oh  diving  prepara¬ 
tions.  Commanders  and  political  workers  led  lessons  in  underwater  tmik 
driving  t&th  tho  help  of  experienced  driving  masters.  Then  they  attended 
demonstrations  of  light  diving  preparations  and  underwater  driving,  discusecd 
tho  organization  and  methods  of  driving  in  detail,  as  well  as  qcquainting 
themselves  with  tho  substanco  of  political  and  educational  work. 

Seminars  on  the  thesas  "Forms  and  Methods  of  Party-Political  Work  For 
Fulfillment  of  th®  Duties  of  Instructing  Personnel  on  Underwater  Tank 
Driving  wore  hold  at  unit  assemblies.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  assemblies 
the  unit  commander  took  exams  from  officers  and  set  op  precis©  lessons  for 
touching  underwater  tank  driving  to  tank  crews. 

Such  clearness  of  purpose  of  training  helped  commanders  and  political 
workers  of  sub-units  to  doopen  and  strengthen  the  necessary  base  of  theor¬ 
etical  knowledge,  practical  skills  and  to  ar&  themselves  with  tho  exper¬ 
ience  and  the  bast  teaching  methods  of  party  and  political  workers. 

Ksthodelogical  conferences  ©ra  rogularly  held  in  this  unit.  The  oca- 


Sus  les^aiag  process  ever  more  widely  mst  incorporate  technical  progress, 
especially  in  tho  areas  of  electronics  and  automation,  Shore  are  often 
control  panels  adapted  for  television,  tape  recorders,  and  various  other 
electrode  and  radio  apparatuses.  Training  movies  and  other  devices  that 
help  to  recreate  this  or  that  learning  without  expenditure  of 

SEotos*  transportation  resources  received  groat  recognition.  They  not  only 
allow  tho  teaching  process  to  approach  realign  but,  which  is  especially 
valuable,  create  a  psychological  load  similar  to  that  which  tankers  will 
bo  faced  with  in  battle  wh on  overcoming  taier  barriers. 

Tho  experience  of  work  in  creating  and  perfecting  training  bases  in 
guard  tank  units  deserves  attention.  Tests  of  means  of  mobilisation  of 
ecrsninists  and  all  forces  in  newly  created  training  bases  wore  begun  at 
a  party  seating  with  a  discussion  on  the  agenda  entitled  "About  Personnel 
Who  Ara  Communists  and  Komsonolists  in  Creation  of  Training  Aid  Bases 
For  Underwater  Tank  Driving,"  Those  tests  were  continued  in  all  party 
organizations  and  helped  to  explain  to  personnol  the  importance  of  exmr- 
cisea  and  to  outlino  paths  of  successful  resolution  of  problems.  Almost 
all  units  ©quipped  pools  end  formed  special  classes.  Efficiency  expert 
and  inventor  Captain  V,  Dmitriev,  private  Ye,-  TiboiJdn,.  Yu.  Petrov,  S. 
Mikhailov,  G,  Bolyshov,  find  personnel  r<f  repair  units  created  and  in¬ 
stalled  in  ..las greens  training  equipment  including  a  water  simulator. 
Political  worker?  developed  diagrams,  placards,  leaflets  for  each  lesson 
site  with  tho  close  cooperation  of  engineer  and  technical  staff,  and 
artists  colorfully  mounted  those  materials* 

The  commander  invested  a  Great  deal  of  effort  and  creative  skill  in 
developing  training  bases,  with  tho  help  of  his  deputies  in  political  and 
technical  units,  members  of  tho  party  comnlttoo,  and  komscsnol  activists. 
After  several  months  of  strenuous  work  a  training  complex  was  created  in 
the  unit  ..hich  made  possible  tho  rapid  teaching  of  personnel  in  undesnatvr 
tank  driving  no  matter  ,-hat  tho  season,  Bio  training  base  allows  develop- 
meat  of  lessons  so  that  tankers  could  consistently  work  out  problems  con- 
nested  with  overcoming  water  obstacles  on  tho  bottom.  One  class  is  for 
diving  preparations.  Another  is  for  studying  equipment,  its  use,  end  how 
to  drivo.  In  the  third  tho  actual  equipment  used  in  mdorwator  driving 
is  studied*  a  tank  with  all  the  nstessar;.  instruments  is  provided  cad  tho 
students  arq  allowed  to  develop  inu  eductory  skills  in  preparation  for 
underwater  driving  of  tho  military  machines.  In  the  fourth  class  also  a 
tank  equipped  for  undervator  drJ  vLsy*  is  p  ovi.iedj  h-ro  p<  rconaal  practice 
working  out  of  problems  in  the  prepara*  ary  stags  of  underwater  tank  movo- 
msnt  and  simulate  underwater  as  ti  vities  in  tanks  on  lend,  as  wall  as  prac¬ 
ticing  submersion  and  leaving  the  tat*  r  end  safety  measures .  the  equip- 
moat  available  to  tho  class  .if fords  tbs  r  edibility  of  observing  «snd 
leasTiii-s  in  tho.  cc-mi  -an;.’  area,  Pup*  lenmtol  measures  promoting,  tho  widening 
of  military-technical  knowledge  of  tankers  arc  also  carried  out  in  those 
closes. 

Such,  in  our  view,  ero  tho  conditions  for  s-iccsssful  mastory  of  under¬ 
water  tank  driving  by  military  personnel,  ;-*.nd  for  moral-political,  psycho¬ 
logical,  and  military  qualities  which  cyrr-euiars,  f  Uticel  workers,  party 
eni  kooaomc-i  org^xL-ations  daily  work  to  for.  -nd  perfect  i-i  each  drsCtss# 


Eia  st?o 230s*  ths  dsvolopnsnt  of  those  qualities  in  tha  personnel*  tha  great©? 
the  fitting  efficiency  and  preparedness  oi  units  and  sub-units*  the  stronger 
the  will  and  training,  ths  noro  miccoasful  tsnkara  will  be  in  e  explicated 
situations  found  in  contemporary  war. 


Profound  knowledgo  of  tfes  tank  is  ths  basis 
of  successful  underwater  driving.  In  tech¬ 
nical  classes  tank  motor  lubricating  and 
cooling  systems  are  studied. 


In  the  following  chapters  tho  learning  by  tankers  of  diving*  tho  in¬ 
culcation  in  then  of  practical  skills  for  underwater  tan!:  driving*  ways 
of  forcing  water  obstacles  in  tactical  exorcises*  end  tho  overall  develop- 
cent  of  tho  moral-political  and  psychological  qualities  nscoasary  for  war 
will  bo  discussed,  Puadcscatal  attention  will  bo  paid  to  political-edu¬ 
cational  work  in  tha  process  of  training  tankers. 


E mi  TANKER  IS  A  DIVER 


Battling  deop  snow  and  forest  obstructions,  our  tanks  slowly  gnawed 
through  the  3  v.rong  enemy  position*  Tha  flat,  *  hite  ribbon  of  the  frozen 
northern  rivor  appeared.  The  thickness  of  the  ico,  evidently,  was  enough 
for  the  first  ?,<roup  of  our  tanks  quickly  to  cross  to  tho  mmy  shore  of 
the  river,  Tho  onocy  strengthened  its  artillery  bombardment.  Ahead  one 
of  t  re  tanks  was  blown  up  by  a  shell.  The  driver-mechanic  saw  how  the  _ 
explosion  flung  up  ico  and  s  pivots  of  spray,  xno  tanker  instantly  yanked 
tho  lover  toward  him  in  order  to  go  around  tho  unfrozen  patches,  but  it 
was  already  too  late.  The  steel  bulk  tilted  forward  and  plunged  under 
the  ice,  Tho  icy  water  covered  the  tank.  In  seconds  tho  young  political 
instructor  in  the  war  Machine  3,  Traynin  appraised  the  situation  and  or¬ 
dered  the  crew  to  abandon  the  tank.  He  was  the  last  to  leave.  Throwing 
of  his  felt  boots  and  tearing  the  padded'  jacket  that  got  in  the  way,  the 
political  instructor  waved  his  pistol  and  went  toward  the  hatch.  The 
water  burned.  Hands  gropped  for  the  crevice  between  blocks  of  ice  and 
succeeded  in  catching  hold.  Gulping  air,  Traynin  gathered  his  last^ 
strength,  crept  onto  the  ice  and... lost  consciousness,,  Comrades  helped 
him  reach  ground.  There  tankers  dried  off,  arranged  themselves,  and 
quickly  the  war  crew  returned  to  battle. 

Similar  crews  at  the  fiont  had  similar  occurrences  often.  Such  in¬ 
cidents  exist  also  in  peacetime.  Of  ccurse,  the  prepared  crew  in  a  modom 
tank  is  ready  for  underwater  movement,  so  such  great  danger  is  no  longer 
strange  either  in  war  or  training.  But  this  requires  tho  continual;  study 
of  diving.  Tank  commanders,  driver-mechanics,  all  crewmembers  must  mas¬ 
ter  this  facet  of  underwater  tank  driving* 

For  light  diving  preparations  tankers  learn  how  successfully  to 
carry  out  underwater  reconnaissance  if  the  tank  stops  for  seme  reason  on 
the  river  bottom.  True,  the  crew  now  wears  gas  masks  as  long  as  they  are 
underwater  or  undergoing  certain  duties,  but  careful  study  is  still  neces¬ 
sary.  Hence  the  rule:  vdthout  mastery  of  divin;;  the  tanker  ’.dll  not  be 
permitted  to  drive  the  machine  underwater. 

In  the  process  of  organizing  light  diving  preparations,  the  comman¬ 
ders,  technical  and  engineerin’’  staff,  an  political  workers  of  the  tank 
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Tsoita  often  <m?cuater  serious  obstacles*  It  ia  not  so  simple,  you  know, 
for  the  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  who  will  go  underwater  to  in¬ 
spect  tanks  and  fulfill  other  necessary  duties*  Watery  siwreundiags 
essentially  differ  froea  air  surroundings  and  nan,  in  another  environment, 
needs  protection  in  order  to  overccso  significant  difficulties  caused  by 
soveasnt  cf  the  limbs,  breathing,  traeaa,  blood  circulation  problems,  and 
other  results  of  tho  unexpected  conations*  This  causes,  ao  a  result  of 
the  defensive  reaction  instinct,  fear  of  tho  water  among  unprepared  people* 

Sena  conoluaiona  received  S3  a  result  of  investigations  of  moral- 
psychological  states  of  personnel  in  diving  training  proved  not  without 
interest*  Special  attention  was  given  to  the  psychological  and  physical 
conditions  of  tankers  going  underwater,  in  tho  process  of  moving  around 
undsr  water,  during  actions  in  a  submerged  tank  (water  simulator)*  It 
turned  out,  for  ocsaplo,  that  at  first  being  submerged,  as  well  as  during 
tho  first  underwater  training,  many  became  agitated  and  sxperiencad  fear* 

Externally  this  revealed  itself  in  a  faster  pulse,  irregular  breathing, 
involuntary  shortening  of  muscles  (spreading  or  tensing  of  fist),  distur¬ 
bances  of  the  natural  facial  expressions  (wide-opened  mouth  or  tightly 
clenched  jaws)#  It  has  been  noticed  that  tharfo  unfavorable  appearances 
aro  redoubled  by  incorrect  methods  of  driving  training  and  breaches  of 
security  measures*  Four  of  water  appears  most  often  in  recruits,  especially 
those  who  cannot  swim*  Experience  accumulated  by  tho  troops  confirmed  that 
through  preliminary  preparations  at  each  organisational  and  methodological 
level  of  diving  training,  &  peaceful  atmosphere,  and  personal  examples  by 
ccasnandars  sharply  liver  errors  in  mental  and  physiological  acts  by  trainees. 

Eos?  can  tho  unfavorable  reaction  arising  within  a  man  at  his  mooting 
with  tho  water  be  explained?  Why  does  water  appear  more  frightening  to 
those  unit  monbera  who  aro  less  well  prepared  physically?  What  paths  can 
bo  followed  to  remove  those  tendencies? 

In  order  to  answer  these  questions,  brief  aid  will  bo  given  to  readers 
consuming  scso  physical  properties  of  water,  such  as  its  density,  hydro¬ 
static  pressure,  heat  conductivity. 

As  a  man  goes  under  the  water,  he  experiences  the  sensation  of  quickly 
increasing  pressure.  Immediately  after  submerging  he  feels  as  though  tho 
water  is  burying  his  body,  constraining  the  movement-  of  his  limbs.  Wo  have 
experienced  nothi*J6  worse,  though,  wo  find  upon  drying  off.  This  fooling 
ia  explained,  by  the  fast  that  in  comparison  with  air,  water  is  much  more 
dense*  One  liter  of  air  wolghd  1*3  gram3j  one  liter  of  fresh  water  1000 
grams,  making  water  770  tina  as  heavy  as  air*  Tho  surfaoo  area  of  tho 
body  of  a  medium-sized  man  is  17->l8  thousand  square  centimeters.  It  follows 
that  ho  constantly  experiences  air  pressure  of  around  17  to  18  temsi^ 

let  despite  thh's,  people  foci  free,  move  about  easily,  run,  end  jump. 

How  can  mr.%  support  such  a  load?  The  fact  is,  our  body  does  not  feel  it,  as 

1  See  C&ACbnik  legkogo  boded  aza.  (light  Ed.vcr*s  Manual.)  Moscow*  Voyeniadut* 

1962,  p  22.  *  * 
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idth  th©  air  wa  breath}  gases  dissolved  la  tho  blood  and  tissue,  la  bones 
and  body  cavities  give  the  bo^r  ®a  inner  strength  equal  to  the  pressure  of 
the  air  from  without,  It  ia  a  different  story  whan  a  ran  la  underwater. 

Bio  er^plssontal  pressure  of  water,  greater  by  cao  atmosphere  ©very  10 
Eaters,  acts  <21  bis  bcdy.l  The  leans?  one  goes,  tho  greater  becomes  tho 
pressure,  causing  unccafcrt&ble  feelings.  Breathing  and  circulatory  systems 
undergo  changes.  In  order  sore  ciesrly  to  show  th'iso  changes  it  ia  necessary 
first  to  recall  tho  state  of  man’s  circulation  undorr  nsrmal  conditions. 

In  can,  as  is  known,  there  are  two  types  of  circulation  «  tho  minor, 
between  the  heirt  and  lungs,  and  the  major,  between  tho  heart  and  all  th® 
other  body  organs.  Passing  through  the  ninor  circle,  the  blood  is  cleansed 
of  C0oc  Bie  purpose  of  the  major  circle  is  to  transport  02  through  the  ora¬ 
tories  to  tissues  and,  with  the  veins,  to  take  002  and  other  waste  ratter 
away.  Hosing  along  the  circulatory  vessels,  the  blood  undergoes  rcslatano© 
by  vessel  walls.  She  smaller  tho  vessel  dlemater,  the  greater  the  resistance 
experienced  by  the  blood.  In  order  to  over  coco  this  resistance,  the  blood 
East  bo  pumped  by  the  heart.^ 

T&cn  a  can  in  on  land,  ho  ospsricacea,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
seme  pressure  cn  ell  surface  areas  of  the  body.  At  submerging  in  th®  water, 
hydrostatic  pressure  oh  tho  upper  end  lower  parts  of  the  body  differ.  Shia 
creates  now  conditions  for  vessel  blood  flow.  As  a  result  occurs  dlatrlbu- 
tJ.cn  of  tho  blood,  resulting  in  flowing  heavily  in  the  upper  portions  of  tho 
bo^y  and  a  lack  of  blood  in  tho  lower  parts.  5h©  influence  of  water  pres,  > 
sure  an  a  man  under  tho  water  for  a  long  tiro  causes  shivering,  constraint 
of  the  legs,  csdinereased  heart  rate.  Water  influences  Ban’s  breathing  also, 
A  groat  deal  c£  strength  is  needed  to  overcome  tho  resistance  of  tho  water, 
expand-  the  cho3t,  and  inhalo  air,  which,  even  then,  is  not  clean  but  regen¬ 
erated  in  the  gas  mask.  Clio  tires  more  quickly.  Rapidly  stteorging  can 
causo  pain  in  the  hollow  organs  supported  by  air*  oars,  lungs,  nasal  pas¬ 
sages,  Kero  wo  again  costa  in  contact  with  the  influence  of  hydrostatic 
pressure  on  tho  blood.  Of  course,  wo  mentioned  how  fast  cur  body  cools  in 
water.  Compared  to  that  in  air,  tha  body’s  boat  conductivity  increases 
25  times,  BrLa  me  raw  that  tho  organism  I0303  such  more  heat  under  water 
than  cn  land. 

After  a  short  trip  the  conclusion  that  a  man  in  water  ia  in  unusual 
dreuiratasces  can  bo  mado.  Increased  water  pressure,  rising  with  the 
increase  of  depth,  lower  temperature  than  on  land  cause  a  series  of  changer 
in  msn  and  have  ea  important  influence  on  his  psychic,  moral,  and  physical 
state.  Can  this  negative  influence  of  tho  troops*  psychological  state,  cnee 
csparienccd,  be  overcome?  les,  it  can,  Thar  arsenal  of  moans,  forms,  and 
EDthods  which  can  bo  used  by  commanders,  political  workers,  engineer  and 
technical  workers,  military  doctors  to  attain  this  goal  during  training, 
especially  in  tho  process  of  personnel  diving  training  of  tank  uni  ,3  and 
.sub-units,  is  nusercus  end  varied.  Profound  study  of  diving  affairs  end 

1  K.  X,  Donikov.  Vcdolas.  (Diver. )  Moscow,  Voycnisdat,  19^9,  p  36. 

2  Si  a  healthy  man  tHeoadEnnlSlood  pressure  is  around  120  -  130mm 

of  Esreory  and  fee  sstaSasei  around  6$  •  80sra  (See  Tfchebnik  lenkogo 

vadol ttta.  pp  31  -  3li.  - - - - - 
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practice  of  difficult  underwater  activities  arc  ixgjortant  means  to  the 
successful  fomilation  of  high  moral-political,  psychological,  and  mili¬ 
tary  qualities;  aid  the  troops  in  becoming  physically  tempered#  The  so¬ 
lution,  in  a  word,  is  submission  to  party-political  work  in  tho  process 
of  diving  preparations. 

That  is  how,  for  example,,  commanders,  political  workers,  party  and 
komsoaoi  aotivitis  of  one  guards  tank  unit  of  the  Order  of  Lenin  in  the 
Mosco3  Military  district  developed  their  work  in  the  process  of  practicing 
light  diving  training.  The  personnel  of  sub-units  of  this  unit  went  into 
the  river  and  worked  cut  the  problems  o it  light  diving  preparations.  At 
this  time  soldiers  studied  gas  masks,  acquired  good  habits  in  using  them 
on  land  both  in  and  out  of  the  tanks.  Won-swimmors  practiced  swimming. 
Supplemental  training  in  physics  and  physiological  problems  of  underwater 
Immersion  was  implemented  for  young  soldiers;  tankers  who  already  had  ex¬ 
perience  going  under  water  and  staying  there  received  the  duty  from  the 
commander  of  helping  the  young  soldiers.  Shore  were  soldiers  who  hesitated 
during  diving  exercises,  shying  away  from  going  under  water  on  various 
pretexts. 

AH  this  is  thoroughly  taught  by  commanders  and  political  workers  dur¬ 
ing  organization  and  conducting  of  lessons;  all  the  measures  that  would  help 
mobilise  the  troops  skillfully  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  diving  preparations 
were  implemented.  Above  all  the  procedure  of  preparatory  work  and  the  actual 
conduct  of  the  lessons,  including  practice  with  gas  masks  under  water,  was 
discussed  by  unit  commanders,  their  deputies,  party  committ  secretaries, 
regimental  engineers,  chemical  service  chiefs,  senior  doetc  ,  and  sub-unit 
commandors  and  their  deputies. 

Subsequently,  the  commander  explianed  the  duty  of  preparing  unit  per¬ 
sonnel  to  start  lessons#  Special  attention  was  given  to  measures  for 
methodical  officer  preparation.  The  regimental,  engineer  conducted  diving 
training  in  which  questions  of  evacuation  safety  were  studied,  Tho  deputy 
political  commander  counseled  political  workers  on  the  question  of  organ¬ 
izing  rest  and  feeding  personnel,  instructed  secretaries  of  leading  party 
and  '  "isomoX  organizations  on  maintenance,  form,  and  methods  of  educational 
we  .  preparatory  diving  exercises.  He  gave  a  groat  deal  of  attention  to 
tho  transfer  of  experience  in  the  area  of  education  from  the  commander  to 
political  worker  sub-units. 

At  the  same  time  propaganda  and  library  sections  worked  together  to 
outfit  the  library.  Into  it  went  the  following  books:  T»  Shashlo  -  Dorozho 
zhisni  (The  Road  of  Life),  in  which  detailed  descriptions  of  tanks  ersrer- 
cching  vaScr"  barriers  during  the  Groat  Patriotic  War  are  rriveu;  N,  J), 
Tr©t*yakov  -  Organizatsiyo  i  provedeniya  sostyazarly  po  plavaniyu  i  pryahkam 
v  vodu  (Organization  "and  conducting  of  the  Swimming  and  ^hyismOantcsiTi  svdm- 
5ing  manuals’ “and'otKora#  “Tne  club  organized  a  display  of"  tank  warfare  train¬ 
ing  films:  " Piavaniya  i  peroprava  vplav’"  ("Swimming  and  Grossing  By  Water") 
and  "PrccdoleHye  vodnykh  pro  grad"  (Crossing  Water  Barriers"), 

In  sub-units  party  meetings  wore  held.  The  secretary  of  the  party  com¬ 
mittee  gave  a  lecture  at  one  of  those  mootings  entitled  "On  the  Personal 
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Example  of  Communists  in  Mastering  Diving*  Sis  secretary  of  the  komsomol 
committee  took  an  active  part  in  the  conduction  of  the  seminar  with  koa- 
acaol  group  organs  on  the  question  "Practical  Lessons  In  the  River  and 
Komsomol  Group  Organ  Work  In  Education  of  Komsomol  Members  In  Military 
Qualities."  Young  soldiers  listened  with  interest  to  his  conversation  on 
military  mastery  and  heroism  of  the  komscaol  soldiers  during  the  forcing 
of  rivers  in  the  Groat  Patriotic  War  years.  The  secretary  called  on  young 
soldiers  to  act  on  the  tasks  set  before  them  the  way  komsomol  members  had 
during  the  war.  Subsequently,*  he  helped  the  secretaries  of  company  VLKSH* 
organizations  to  determine  concrete  missions  for  komsomol  members,  to  pre¬ 
pare  and  carry  out  meetings. 

During  the  lesson  preparation  period,  commanders,  political  workers, 
party  and  komaomol  committee  secretaries  andt  other  activists  visited  every 
soldier  who  was  afraid  of  the  water,  organized  performances  of  these  sol¬ 
diers  who  successfully  coped  with  light  diving  activities,  and  had  soldiers 
from  the  front  tell  of  their  -experiences..  Discussions  were  carried  out 
throughout  the  company  on  the  thems  "Courage,  Fortituflo,  Will,  Discipline  - 
the  Important  Conditions  For  Successful  Underwater  Activity." 

Propaganda  units  and  club  heads  actively  developed  educational  work 
in  field  conditions  in  mobile  lesson  rooms  with  the  help  of  party  and  kom- 
somol  units,  A  photo  display  describing  the  succession  of  diving  training 
problems  that  were  worked  out  and  the  safety  measures  using  gas  masks  under 
water  aroused  great  interest  among  tankers.  One  stand  was  developed  with 
the  theme  "What  Tankers  Should  Know  About  Physics  and  Physiological  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Underwater  Submersion.” 

In  the  area  where  lessons  on  diving  were  carried  out  placards  ware 
hung  up  on  which  were  written  the  conditions  and  procedure  for  fulfillment 
of  duties,  safety  measures.  In  order  to  avoid  occurrence  of  supercooling, 
officers,  party  and  korasomol  activists  thoroughly  familiarized  the  troops 
with  the  maximum  period  of  safe  continuous  stay  in  the  water  without  special 
training. 

Such  means  of  graphic  propaganda  gave  definite  help  to  commanders  and 
troops. 

Much  of  the  time  political  units  worked  in  the  company  that  first  began 
diving  training  andshowed  J2  the  officers  the  necessity  of  organizing  and 
leading.  A  conference  with  part,,  and  konscmol  activists,  conversations  with 
those  who  first  set  about  fulfilling  the  tasks  of  descending  under  water  and 
moving  about,  control  of  safoty  measures  -  this  is  far  from  the  full  list  of 
questions  that  were  studied  by  political  workers  the  day  before  practice  in 
diving  preparations •  The  commander  of  this  company  thought  through  all  tho 
details  of  solving  the  problem  of  light  diving  preparations  again  and  again, 
pondering  variants  for  individual  work  with  young  soldiers  as  well  as  idth 
those  who  feared  the  water.  He  and  the  regimental  deputy  political  comman¬ 
der  talked  with  excellent  stammers,  experienced  underwater  troops,  laying 
out  before  th< m  th-  duties  of  helping  the  young  soldiers. 

Political  information  with  the  theme  of  "Excellently  fulfill  Duties  of 
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Diving  Preparations”  was  hold  at  the  beginning  of  training  for  the  personnel. 

It  was  delivered  by  the  deputy  political  commander.  Then,  the  3onior  doctor 
discussed  physics  and' physiological  aspects  of  going  undcoaator  and  measures 
for  the  prevention  of'  specific  diseases,  Divi*ig  ocouta  carefully  cheoked  the 
aroaa  where  underwater  lessons  would  be  held  by  the  first  troops  to  solve 
diving  problems. 

The  lessons  proceeded  according  to  the  following  plan*  giving  assignments, 
studying  safety  measures  and  verifying  underwater  actions,  holding  practical 
demonstrations  and  lessons  in  the  water,  reviewing  the  results.  Four  teaching 
points  were  developed  to  give  profound  mastery  by  the  troops  of  the  basic 
questions. 

Concerning  the  giving  of  assignments,  the  company  commander  responded  to 
questions  on  sequence  of  preparations  to  submerge,  on  the  o^der  of  maintaining 
connections  with  thos  on  shore  with  clear,  systematic  advice.  Platoon  com¬ 
manders  studied  iith  other  personnel  on  safety  measures,  verified  knowledge 
of  each  student  on  the  required  guidance.  Subsequently,  excellent  tank 
commanders  and  young  sergeants  V.  Kydrys'rtsev  and  K.  Hebrasov  showed  how  to 
carry  cut  the  first  and  second  duties  of  diving  preparations.  Young  soldiers 
followed  attentively  behind  the  knowledgeable  commanders,  studying  their 
actions,  as  did  experienced  underwater  tankers. 


Diver-miner  checks  a  section  of  a  orator  route 
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Practical  demonstrations  of  the  techniques  of  going  underwater  and 
moving  about  in  an  underwater  environment  have  significant  meaning  for  those 
who  set  out  to  accomplish  those  tasks.  During  these  demonstrations,  young 
tankers  see  with  their  own  eyes  that  by  observing  definite  rules  each  on®  can 
successfully  master  the  methods  of  submersion  and  accomplish  the  necessary 
underwater  work.  Therefore,  systematic  studios  are  correctly  begun  with 
demonstrations. 

Alter  the  demenstrati  xas  company  personnel  began  underwater  practice. 

In  the  practice  area,  whore  descending  and  underwater  movement  were  worked 
out,  the  deputy  political  commander  of  battalion  was  continually  present.  Why 
did  he  concentrate  his  attention  exactly  on  this  area?  Was  it  by  chance?  No, 
Experienced  commanders  and  political  workers  know  that  when  troops  first  be¬ 
gin  descending  underwater  and  moving  about  on  the  bottom  some  experience 
unnecessary  emotional  tenseness  and  some  become  frightened  of  the  water. 

During  the  period  of  helping  young  tankers,  encouragement,  instillation  in 
them  of  belief  in  their  own  strength  and  the  reliability  of  their  diving 
equipment,  and  making  the  soldier  calm  -  all  this  has  educational  significance. 

It  was  noticed  that  soldier  X  was  agitated  during  preparations  for  lower¬ 
ing  under  the  water.  His  jaws  trembled;  his  breathing  quickened.  After  dis¬ 
tributing  ampules  to  strengthen  the  suit,  the  soldier  accidentally  touched 
the  warm  cartridge  *ltr  l, is  hand.  Thinking  that  the  gas  mask  was  burning,  he 
ripped  it  off.  The  political  worker  approached,  calmed  him,  and  explained 
the  reason  for  the  heating  of  the  upper  part  of  the  cartridge.  After  this 
the  soldier  again  put  on  the  mask  and  entered  the  water.  But  suddenly  the 
soldier  rushed  out  .and  announced  that  the  apparatus  was  defective  and  that 
it  mado  iy  dangerous  for  him  to  go  underwater.  The  political  worker  begged 
the  3oldier  to  explain  in  detail  the  signs  of  malfunctioning  of  the  suit. 

It  appeared  that  upon  submersion  the  young  soldier  so  tightly  squeezed  the 
respirator  mouthpiece  that  the  used  air  began  seeping  out  from  under  the 
helmet.  Little  by  little  the  water  replaced  the  air  under  his  ears.  So,  he 
who  begins  to  feel  water  penetrating  under  the  helmet  knows  it  is  not  right. 

The  political  worker  again  explained  in  detail  the  3oldier*s  mistake,  described 
how  to  breathe  correctly,  .and,  putting  on  a  gas  mask,  went  under  the  vator 
with  the  soldier.  There  he  was  -  faced  with  on  invitation.  At  first  he 
somewhat  hesitated,  but  at  last  he  followed  the  officer.  Feeling  the  elbow 
of  the  older  one  and  observing  his  gestures,  the  soldier  relaxed,  calmed  his 
breathing  and  executod  the  correct  descent  and  followed  the  political,  worker 
around  the  perimeter.  Ha  asnwered  the  signals  of  the  director  correctly. 

After  fulfilling  the  duties,  the  political  worker  and  the  soldier  came  out 
of  the  water.  It  was  epiarent  to  all  that  the  soldier  was  happy  about  hi3 
first  victory.  There  was  joy  also  in  the  soul  of  th<  political  worker.  The 
main  thing  was  that  the  soldier  believed  in  the  quality  of  his  suit,  hod 
strengthened  his  will,  aadhad  taken  the  first  steps  in  diving  preparation. 

Some  readers  may  a3k,  "But  was  it  necessary  for  the  political  worker 
himself  to  demonstrate  underwater  submersion  techniques?  This  is  the  duty 
of  the  company  sergeants  and  officers,  hasn’t  he  substituting  for  thorn?" 

Uo  are  faced  with  a  specific  situation,  in  which  the  political  officer 
acted  correctly.  His  personal  example  and  impassioned  party  appeal  had 
great  motivational  influence,  lfe  not  only  inspire  ;  and  strength'- non  his 
belief  in  M3  own  strength,  tut  also  taught  the  commander  how  individual 
training  must  be  given  to  subordinates. 
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During  the  lessons  the  coapony  commander,  battalion  cccmnder,  and  dep¬ 
uty  technical  corn  'der,  as  veil  as  the  battalion  political  worker,  went 
under  the  water  with  young  soldiers# 

Advico,  holp,  and  the  personal  example  of  chiefs  and  experienced  com¬ 
munists  lead  th®  young  soldiers  to  overcome  timidity,  unflurenoas  and  to  ful¬ 
fill  diving  preparation  duties.  Of  oourso,  the  compandor  end  his  political 
deputy  did  not  have  to  demonstrate  subversion  techniques  to  the  soldiers  at 
every  training  session.  Sub-unit  leaders  coped  successfully  >rith  this.  How¬ 
ever,  teaching  underwater  action  by  personal  example  is  sotaetimps  highly  use¬ 
ful  -  not  only  by  company  officers  but  also  at  the  platoon  level.  The  duty 
of  senior  chiefs  is  to  organize  people,  help  subordinate  officers  master  in¬ 
itial  training  of  tankers  in  diving  affairs,  and  then  to  insure  that  they 
teach  the  skills  to  the  personnel. 

But  let  us  return  again  to  company-level  duties.  Besides  working  cut 
rules  of  submersion  and  underwater  movement  along  sot  routes,  underwater 
forces  practice  evacuation  from  tanks  stopped  undcryator,  Before  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  this  task,  the  ccemandor  gave  the  following  introduction*  "Tank 
Stopped  Tfadorwaterj  Prepare  For  Evacuation." 

Bte  soldiers  who  were  charged  with  evacuating  the  machine  put  on  special 
equipment,  and  quickly  they  entered  the  water.  New  they  reminded  one  of  "am¬ 
phibious  people,"  moving  easily  through  the  water.  Two  tankor-undorwatoracn 
took  the  rope,  wont  to  the  mock-up  tank,  and  fastened  it  to  the  hook.  The 
machine  was  ready  for  evacuation.  Coming  out  of  the  water  they  reported  to 
the  officer  that  the  mission  had  been  accomplished.  The  relief  acted  equally 
quickly  and  suroly. 

During  the  training  day,  compary  personnel  worked  out  descent  and  under¬ 
water  movement,  as  well  as  the  attaching  of  the  tow  line  to  the  tank.  It 
was  apparent  that  young  tankers,  although  somewhat  tired,  were  satisfied. 

Each  care  understood:  he  had  taken  one  more  step  on  the  road  to  military  per¬ 
fection.  Along  with  the  aeldiero  were  commanders,  political  workers,  party 
end  koas3omol  activists.  They  helped  tho  ycung  ones  attain  military  mastery 
with  advice  and  demonstrations. 

At  the  end  of  tho  lessons,  the  commander  summed  up,  remarked  on  the 
quality,  showed  mistakes,  and  set  tasks  for  the  next  training  day. 

The  local  radio  talked  about  the  results  of  tho  training  day.  During 
tho  Ease  political  work  hours,  master  driver  and  experienced  undone  ar  tank¬ 
er  caamardst  Yu.  Korolev  shared  experiences  with  young  soldiers  on  La*  un¬ 
derwater  stays.  Excellent  swlmmor,  skillful  undorvator  worker,  agitator, 
young  sergeant  3.  Korobkov  visited  with  kerns  emol  mashers  V.  Topp  and  S.  Z&r- 
inshem  on  orders  from  the  bureau  of  the  komsoaol  organisation  to  discuss 
better  ways  to  master  diving, 

Tiro  Deputy  Battalion  Political  Commander  summedup  tho  work  of  party  and 
kemaessel  activists  and  instructed  them  on  tho  latest  work, 

Vbat  i3  characteristic  of  tho  work  of  commanders,  political  workers, 

-37- 


party  ©dkcasemol  activists  at  the  stage  cf  tanker  diving  training?  Above 
all  conoroto,  individual  work  with  each  young  soldier,  daring  which  words 
and  personal  example  wore  actively  used#  They  continually  showed  the  ssca- 
ing  of  party  influence  to  the  troops,  attentively  studied  their  psycholo¬ 
gical  condition,  creatively  searched  for  and  found  paths  for  overcoming  fear 
of  water  and  negative  emotions.  Painstaking  work  with  the  tanka  allowed  tha 
troops  to  prepare  for  successful  resolution  of  the  more  complex  problem  of 
diving. 


Pairby-polltical  work  during  crew  training  for  tanka  brokendown  under 
w^ter~has  earo^tionally'  important  meaning,  this  ia  the  moat  complex  stage  of 
(Sving  training.  Here  each  crew  acquires  skills  in  estimating  underwater 
obstacles,  wrks  out  the  most  expedient  method  of  action  in  an  emergency 
when  a  tank  is  flooded  and  must  be  evacuated.  To  these  prociso  tasks  com¬ 
manders,  political  workers,  and  party  activists  addressed  themselves,  to 
prevent  the  mistakes  that  troops  often  make  from  fear  of  the  water  when  they 
are  using  diving  equipment,  exiting  from  the  machine,  etc. 

The  soldiers’  habits  and  skills  for  operating  underwater  during  an  emer¬ 
gency  tank  halt  depend  on  special  lessons  in  water  training,  A  mock-up  tank 
w&i h  equipment  for  underwater  driving  installed  and  accommodation  for  sinking 
is  used.  Water  simulators  are  both  stationary  and  moving.  The  stationary  ones 
consist  of  apparatus  used  for  divi,xg  training,  end  the  mobile  uaes  are  used 
in  summer  for  the  training  of  crews  with  equipment  in  rivers,  Q3tuari.es,  bays, 
and  lakes. 

During  implementation  of  party-political  work  during  this  poriod  tank 
crew  training  by  commanders  and  political  workers  of  aXL levels  toach  two  paints. 
First,  in  this  period  responsibility  lies  with  the  tank  commander,  who  makes 
his  own  decisions  on  tank  evacuation  during  all  emergencies.  Hamaly,  the 
lives  of  the  crewmembers  and  the  hopes  of  fulfilling  the  mission  depend  cn  his 
knowledges,  experience,  correct  actions,  calmness,  and  his  good  management  in 
making  decisions.  Prom  this  the  importance  of  concrete,  industrious  work 
with  tank  coimndors  can  be  understood.  Secondly,  the  way  in  which  pebpi*  are 
worked  with  is  important  in  determining  the  results  of  special  classes  or  in 
a  river  (lake).  It  must  bo  remembered  that  the  training  area  for  special 
classes  is  equipped  in  a  manner  calculated  to  afford  a  complete  guarantee  of 
security  far  the  trainees.  Never  was  this  scene  bbsorved:  almost  all  members 
of  a  class  of  diving-training  tankers  afraid  at  the  point  of  subversion  in 
a  water  simulator.  The  ma’ciioy  of  the  trainees  always  have  normal,  rhythmi¬ 
cal  pulse,  blood  pressure,  and  breathing.  The  same  people  fed  completely 
differont  man  training  in  a  river,  lake,  etc.  Registration  of  pulse,  blood 
pressure,  and  breathing  allow  determination  cf  the  adverse  influence  of  water 
on  a  soldier’s  psychological  condition.  It  showed  that  in  such  a  situation 
some  displayed  fear  of  tha  water.  Many  wore  observed  to  be  emotionally  tense. 

It  is  fully  natural  that  all  this  has  &S&C  a  definite  mark  on  tho  fora 
and  content  of  party-political  work.  Experience  in  organizing  educational 
work  under  such  concitiona  has  boon  accumulated,  ,?or  exssple,  by  commanders, 
political  workers,  party  and  keens omol  organisations  of  tha  foremost  tank 
units  of  the  Baltic  Military  District. 


Commanders,  staff,  and  party  coms&ttaa*  of  this  district  attentively 
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follow  preparations  of  ©quipping  training  areas  end  of  tank  cessandsrs  for 
carrying  out  thoir  duties#  Bis  point  was  attained  vharo  ail  ssoasuros  pro¬ 
moted  inculcation  by  of  floors  andsergeania  of  command  qualities  and  raised 
their  feelings  of  responsibility  toward  learning  end  education  of  subor¬ 
dinates* 

Systematic  training  for  instructors  was  conducted  with  th®  goal  of 
the  achievement  of  unity  of  views  eto  tho  organisation  of  training  between 
tho  cospany  and  platoon  levols#  For  example,  lessons  on  the  thessa  "Kathoda 
of  Braining  the  Crew  In  A  Vkter  Simulator  and  Safety  Measures"  were  hold 
and  officers  had  a  da tailed  discussion  of  training  procedures,  questions  of 
organising  tho  intelligence  resevoir  and  of  observation  of  trainees,  hew  to 
evaluate.  Finally,  they  heard  a  lecture  by  -toe  political  worker  on  the 
theme  “Moral-Psychological  Preparation  of  Troops  For  Undarwator  Action," 

Great  educational  work  was  carried  out  with  tank  commanders  of  this 
unit#  Sub-units  received  instruction.  Under  the  direction  of  tho  deputy 
political  commander  a  leaflet  tai  "The  necessities  end  Procedures  of  Action 
By  a  Tank  Commanders  Vpcn  Sicking  of  tho  Kochi  no  and  Exiting  From  It"  was 
delivered  to  each  tank  ccesaandsr#  During  freo  time  conversations  were  con¬ 
ducted  with  them  on  the  theme  “Role  of  Tonic  Dcssnandors  In  the  Study  of  tho 
Kcral-lfeynholcgical  State  ef  Crewmembers  and  Thoir  Education  In  Military 
Qualities,"  Tho  ccmaandsrs  of  military  machines  Ha  toned  with  interest  to 
tho  radio  speech  of  tho  recnlistcd  Kaator  Sergeant  and  excellent  crow  corn- 
mandor  V.  Burgardt#  He  shared  his  oxperioncos  of  studying  people  and  tech¬ 
niques,  organization  of  cooperation  and  overcoming  fear  of  the  water  by  de¬ 
tached  unit?  upon  finding  themselves  underwater, 

(to  the  instructions  of  tho  party  committeo,  communists  IL  Xovalevskiy, 

A,  Ivanov,  A,  Tyurin  joined  in  a  conversation  in,  front  of  tankers  on  the 
theme  "learning  How  to  Act  like  the  Crow  of  Sergeant  M,  Biei&s  In  a  Tank 
That  Had  an  Underwater  Accident,"  This  team  had  to  le&vo  a  flooded  tank 
during  training.  The  forced  stop  of  tha  war  machine  under  water  was  not  the 
crew*8  fault,  The  crow  was  acting  efficiently,  considering  tha  difficulty 
of  the  mission,  and  showod  good  organization,  Commanders,  enginoors,  tech¬ 
nical  workers,  party  and  kaasomol  activists  told  personnel  about  various 
scare  of  flooding  a  tank  and  about  certain  more  acceptable  responses  to  a 
tank  accident.  For  this  purpose  conversations,  evenings  of  questions  and 
answers,  quiz  games,  and  stories  about  tankers  in  which  realistic  conditions 
occurred  including  underwater  stopping  of  tanks  were  used, 

The  trainees  learned  a  good  deal  playing  a  quiz  gsssa  with  tho  theme 
"ferrying  Out  War  In  Dangerous  Underwater  Situations,"  The  personnel  wore 
informed  early  of  tho  quiz  theme.  Along  with  an  explanation  was  a  box  for 
collection  of  easuers  and  a  placard*  '"War!  Prepare  for  Victory!  Think, 
decide,  and  toll!0  Uncbmeith  various  cases  cf  tank  floodings  were  doacribod. 

First  case.  Tank  stopped  at  a  depth  of  several  motors.  Ho  movement# 
Scaling  is  eoeure,  Air  pipe  is  in  good  condition.  Pressure  in  tank  is  about 
oao  atmosphere.  Flooding  will  bo  directed  through  observation  apparatus  of 
tho  eonsan4br*s  turret#  Hot  long  will  flooding  take?  Row  much  will  pressure 
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visibly  afraid,  but  experienced  coaradas  caafort  hirw  Grewseidjers  put  on 
gas  mask®  and  take  their  places  quickly  in  the  simulator, 

The  tank  commander  verifies  preparations  of  subordinates  and  reports 
to  the  training  chief.  The  order  follows:  "Flood  tank."  Water  gushes 
through  tla  chamber  vision  davica.  Tha  ceaaj&ndar  observes  tha  work  of  the 
loader.  Though  ha  is  upeat,  all  is  going  according  to  instructions.  The 
rest  of  the  crew  is  calm.  The  simulator  quickly  fills  with  water.  Oyer 
them  a  three-aster  deep  column  of  water  is  formed.  It  booemos  dark.  The 
loader  lifts  the  roof  hatoh.  The  first  one  to  abandon  the  flooded  .simula¬ 
tor  is  the  gun  layer.  The  last  one  is  the  commander.  The  tankers  swim  to 
shore  and  climb  the  steps  to  the  platform,  where  they  remove  the  diving 
suits. 

The  company  commander  listens  with  dolight  to  the  officers*  reports 
-nd  those  of  the  sergeants  on  the  cr.'wmambors '  feelings,  as  well  as  on  the 
actions  that  they  carried  out.  Tha  dfficera  thanked  all  for  thoir  coolnaoa 
and  skill.  Ho  had  noticed  that  the  gun-layer  had  incorrectly  set  tha  in¬ 
strument  on  his  chest  when  he  left  the  tank.  The  next  group  also  listened 
attentively  to  the  officer's  observations.  Then  the  two  teams  mot  for  a 
short  time.  Questions  by  the  one  and  answers  by  the  ether  defined  sons  of 
the  details  of  underwater  actions,  Cuo  of  the  young  soldiers,  who  rocibntly 
had  read  A.  Belyayev's  sctonoo-ficticn  novel  Cholobsk-amfibiya  (Amphibious 
Han),  said  that  at  times  it  seeaedthat  they  wore  not  in  trSmng  mit  Ha3"~ 
fallen  into  tbs  secret  underwater  garden  of  the  Sorcerer  Salvator  and  that 
tha  hero  of  the  novel  was  with  them... Bat  the  surroundings  of  this  world 
were  more  romantic  and  mors  severe  than  the  book  world.  Tense  studying  was 
necessary  to  come  to  grips  with  the  problena  and  not  lag  behind  comrades  in 
learning  skills  of  acting  in  underwater  tanka. 

Directing  training,  commanders  and  political  workers  explained  tha  im¬ 
portance  of  exact  observation  of  all  rules  to  the  troops  -  on  this  depends 
tha  success  of  or  or?  attests  to  oxLt  from  a  flooded  tank.  So,  the  attention 
of  each  tanker  was  turned  to  one  unpleasant  occurrence  in  an  undorwator  situ¬ 
ation.  TMle  the  tank  is  being  flooded,  the  bcuyancy  of  the  life  jacket  is 
trying  to  lift  the  man  andturn  him  from  the  verticlo  to  the  horizontal  posi¬ 
tion  and  press  him  against  the  top  of  £ho  turret.  In  ordor  to  avoid  this  it 
is  necessary  to  hold  onosolf  upright  with  a  constant  effort.  Conversation 
periods  suoh  as  the  above  require  little  but  their  value  is  groat. 

When  working  out  means  of  acting  during  the  flooding  of  a  tank  and 
while  exiting  from  it,  commanders  and  political  worksrs  emphasize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  unquestioning  fulfillment  of  the  requirements  set  down  in  direc¬ 
tives,  and  they  continually  maintain  readiness  of  life-saving  procedures. 

Self -preservation  ia  an  instinct  which  oan  sometimes  push  young  soldiers 
who  find  themselves  for  tho  first  time  in  an  unusual  and  complex  situation  to 
make  incorrect  actions.  To  overcome  fear  of  wator  and  conduct  oneself  correctly 
in  a  tank  under  water  a  soldier  neoda  a  strong  will;  profound  knowledge; 
exact  fulfillment  of  orders,  instructions,  end  .directives  »  in  short,  iron 
disciplino  and  faith  in  military  duty. 

As  is  known,  tho  emotional  life  of  war  and  its  experiences  havo  bosomo 
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the  of  investigation  net  caly  by  physiologists  and  dost era,  but  also 

by  ceaamdara,  political  tjwfctr a,  military  psychologists,  gad  teachers*  Asd 
this  v&s  so  eosidsnt*  geiestista  deiaiminsd  that  a  groat  nuchor  ef  e©*eaHQd 
psysfcoacsatie1  diseases  erica  tatter  the  influence  of  nsgati^o  esetlcaa*  Sas 
fast  is,  esatiflaa  are  ohesa  not  ealy  in  outward  appearand®  -  through  speech, 
facial  espressisns,  end  esvessnto  of  a  ran  -  but  also  internally*  Sis  heart 
sad  vascular  ayot^a  fe^erXescss  omotiea  in  its  can  t»y,  for  cssisplsi  epo&s 
©cour  and  blood  pressure  rices  as  a  result*  K^sic&cgiota  hm  suecsQdsd  in 
penetrating  dsep  into  rants  brain  sad  have  studied  is  css  of  the  asohss loss  of 
health  and  ifc®  fens  of  favorable  end  unfavorable  esoiicaa*  As  ssplusiEQd 
by  aasdsssiolan  X*  P«  Pavlov  in  fads  d ay*  eaotions  are  '’natural  foreso"  ca  the 
activities  of  tho  cerebellum*  %sy  are  the  vital  basis  for  dally,  creative 
life  and  activities  of  people*  negative  emotions,  for  e&sspla,  if  ccoidmsua, 
create  stfsulsticno  t&dar  such  conditions  the  sensitivity  of  the  brain  to 
tresraatic  Irritations  rises*  This  can  cause  psychosomatic  instability  ra« 
suiting  in  the  ©h®raet®rlgtiea  of  disease*  il  the  chemical  bass  of  two 
opposing  emotions,  such  as  happiness  and  delight  as  oppcicd  to  sadssse  cr 
fear,  it  will  bo  noted  that  the  forcer  are  aeecspsmled  by  tho  appearanse  in 
the  blood  of  beneficial  materials  promoting  tho  support  of  cheerfulness, 
while  adrraalin  end  natoriala  destroying  good  disposition  appear  in  associa¬ 
tion  tilth  the  latter*  this  drains  states  stressth,  leading  is  the  less  @f 
military  qrslitics. 


Cut  tills  does  net  scan  that  ran  is  helpless  before  those  f cress*  D 
possesses  eppratae  capable  of  rssfcering  ncr^Xity  qu&e&y*  Bssstyofy  this 
guarding  apparatus  which  doctors  ca U  the  toprecae?  has  dstesivo  limits* 
Sf  tho  Eogat&vo  motions  are  frequent,  ecaUnuol,  preXeassdf  the  ssn  till 
bo  unable  to  resist# 


(psyshcscsstis)  qod  fpea  the  Gr-ceL*  1^34 


Bxat  is  why  each  ccmzandcr  and  political  worker  isu&t  know,  as  most  all 
tdio  instruct  and  educate,  the  reasons  for  the  appearance  of  unfavorable  ©- 
motionc,  must  have  the  ability  to  relievo  them,  and  must  take  a  person’s 
disposition  into  consideration,  end  must  create  situations  promoting  the 
display  of  positive  emotions  0  All  this  has  an  exceptionally  important  im¬ 
pact  of  thesuccosa  of  diving  preparations* 

factions,  as  physiological  demonstrations,  yield  to  education  just  as 
out  musclos  do*  Education  of  emotions  is  above  all  acquiring  the  skill  to 
overcome  negative  emotions  so  that  a  man  can  restore  his  strength.  And 
how  important  good  disposition  and  a  supply  of  cheerfulness  are  before  going 
under  vatorj  So  erased  a  soldier  or  sorgeant  can  settle  himself  psychologi¬ 
cally  and  concentrate  on  overcoming  difficulties  and  fulfilling  the  tasks 
set  before  him* 

goggulatien  and  development  of  soldiers’  steadfastness  against  negative 
emotions  is  ensured  above  all  by  political  ideological  education  and  physical 
feggdening,  Tho  guarantee  against  the  appearance  of  unfavorable  emotions  is 
in  strong  communist  conviction  of  our  forces,  skillfull  and  resoluto  actions 
of  ooaaandors  and' political  workers,  their  toaohing  tactfulness,  caros  about 
personnel*  and  stiff  requirements.  Consequently,  measures  directed  toward 
sustaining  tankers*  favorablo  emotions  and  good  dispositions  play  a  very  im¬ 
portant  role  in  party-political  work  for  fulfillment  of  diving  preparations* 
Commanders  and  political  workers  must  choose  forms  of  educational  work  with 
the  troops  which  teach  this.  Thoy  aro  supported  by  human  psychology,  with 
its  variety  of  moans  of  overcoming  problems  and  developing  the  skills  for 
successful  underwater  acts. 

As  is  known,  man  fulfills  his  work  bettor  if  he  understands  its  purpose 
and  is  deeply  convinced  of  its  importance  and  usefulness.  Commanders  and 
political  workers  substantiate  the  importance  of  diving  in  every  way  to 
develop  this  psychological  state  and  place  each  soldier  in  situations  in 
which  he  is  certain  to  boccmo  convinced  of  this. 

A  men’s  faith,  his  attentive  attitude,  sensitivity,  and  earing  have  as 
much  significance.  All  this  affirms  a  man’s  belief  in  himsolf,  in  his  own 
strength,  and  gives  birth  to  the  aspiration  to  prove  his  faith.  If  soldiers 
aro  treated  with  crudeness,  indifference  toward  himsolf  and  his  actions,  then 
sooner  or  lator  ho  will  lose  Interest  and  bocomo  unreesptivo  to  looming  and 
following  what  compandors  and  political  workers  say. 

Take,  for  example,  analyses  of  trainees’  actions,  Thoy  are  varied* 

Aa  experienced  commander  is  guided  by  the  positivo  moments  of  a  soldier’s 
actions  in  analyst aing  hiraj  ha  discusses  the  soldier’s  shortcomings  with 
groat  tact,  not  wounding  tho  solf -esteem  of  subordinates.  Such  analysis 
educates  soldiers,  inspiring  thorn  to  now  -accesses  in  learning  and  serving, 
Unfortunately,  commanders  aro  met  v.-ho  concentrate  their  attention  only  on 
subordinates  *  shortcomings,  whathor  analysing  lessons  or  simply  talking, 

neuron  -  tend®,  nerve.  This  group  of  neural-psychological  diseases  arises 
met  often  under  tho  influence  of  prolonged  psychological  experiences,  dar¬ 
ing  tho  fulfillment  of  excessively  difficult  tasks  (especially  if  their 
fulfillment  ends  in  fails-o). 
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Who  tolerate  crudeness,  end  who  scaetiESs  touch  subtle  chords  of  evbcrdiiiatess  * 
self-esteem#  Share  is  no  doubt  that  such  a  negative  approach  to  personnel  In 
lessons  causes  a  lack  of  belief  in  oneself. 

Ffcea  this  can  bo  seen  the  correct  choice  which  is  thrust  upon  officers 
and  sergeants  hoping  to  achieve  successes  in  diving  matters*  Keans  mast  bo 
used  which  actively  inspire  subordinates  and  give  thorn  confidence,  which  saana 
that  the  instructor  must  correctly  loam  the  individual  qualities  cf  each 
man. 


Propaganda  and  agitation  perform  a  rolo  of  importance  in  tho  varied  pro¬ 
cess  cf  education  during  diving  training.  In  this  period  there  is  one  major 
goal  for  these  measures*  deepening  of  knowledge  of  military  personnel  on 
diving  matters.  Practice  indicates  that  some  soldiers  unsuccessfully  attest 
to  master  all  the  theoretical  knowledge  of  diving  affairs  during  regular 
study  tics#  Spooial  work  aftor  class  hours  is  organized  for  them.,  With 
this  goal,  commanders,-  political  workers,  and  party  organizations  oonduot 
talks  with  this  type  of  soldier,  present  surveys  of  specialized  literature, 
hold  mootings  with  soldiers  having  great  experience  staying  in  gas  masks 
under  water,  and  use  other  measures. 


3h  tank  unit  "X",  Order  of  Lenin,  Leningrad  Military  District,  fer  «s» 
ample,  tho  deputy  political  commander  and  senior  doctor  worked  out  tho 
structure  of  a  conversation  on  diving  matters,  selected  officers,,  and  organ¬ 
ized  their  participation.  In  the  process  of  teaching  soldiers  physics  and 
physiology  of  underwater  movement,  in  units  conversations  wore  held  cm  the 
themes:  "The  Properties  of  Vteter,"  '‘Influence  of  Water  Cn  Kan  Underwater,*' 
"Problems  of  Ear  and  Lung  Pressure  end  Preventive  Measures," "Savor©  Qsygon 
Starvation,"  "Poisoning  iftth  CO2  and  Exhaled  Oases  and  Preventive  Measures," 
Helping  During  Flooding  and  Other  Fatal  Situations,"  "Rules  of  Work  In  Re- 
compression  Chambers,"  etc. 

Above  all  unit  personnel  willing  read  specialized  literature  on  tho 
recommendation  of  commanders  and  political  workers.  Tho  tank  troops  read 
with  groat  interest  the  books  of  N.  H.  Gorskiy,  Voda  -  ohydo  prirody  (Water  - 
Miracle  of  Nature)  and  Putoshostviyo  po  morokcan  dnu  (Travols  Cni  tho  Oooaa 
HoorJ?  ST  NTlHiaova,  Havaniyg  ^SwimmingTl  ' oTTayzuEH^^PaX  * niye  gro- 

pTyvy  (ttf.ste.nt  Sailing), ’V.'  Axooxh,  Gidranavty  (Kydronaute),  and  N.  I.  Dan- 
ikov,  VoHoX&z  '(MvqFJ,  This  and  other  unit  lobraHes  developed  ozliibitions 
undor  ^K^dingT'1  Interesting  Points  On  the  Skill  of  Swimming  Far  raid  Fast* 
Soldiers l  Wo  Advise  you  To  Read  It  Through."  Radio  nows  programs  periodi¬ 
cally  informed  liatonors  about  new  literature,  gave  short  annotations.  Such 
work  helps  tankers  master  diving  questions. 

As  wo  seo,  during  preparation  and  execution  of  diving  lessons,  osnaiancbre 
ana  political  workers,  party  and  komaemol  organizations  use  various  mass  tech¬ 
niques  of  education,  thanks  to  which  the  continued  party  influence  of  tho 
troops  is  guaranteed.  Along  with  this  an  active  role  is  played  by  individual 
work.  Tho  personal  example  of  commanders  and  political  workers,  communists 
end  kemscmoXiate  of  unite  and  sub-units  Is  a  tested  method  of  mobilizing 
troops  to  master  diving. 
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Success  in  carrying  cat  pclitieaX-odueatiesjsl  work  depends  as  ssiueh  ea 
skillful  calculation  of  the  specialties  of  ea/<*&  soldier  as  ca  ds«p  knew&odge 
by  ccsssnders  «md  political  workers  of  the  general  psychological  law,  The 
path  i©  the  formation  in  tankers  of  high  moral-political,  psychological, 
and  solitary  qualities  is  detailed  osplanatica  to  personnel  of  dutiea,  tho 
scientific  organisation  of  the  educational  process,  the  correct  calculation 
of  the  psychological  state  of  trainees,  and  tho  skillful  use  of  sore  flex¬ 
ible  Ecthods  of  working  with  people*  Educational  work  in  the  process  ef  _ 
diving  preparations  is  concentrated  on  tank  crews,  Shis  is  tho  basic  cell 
for  educational  sitters  within  the  tank  unit. 


TA1IKS  UNDER  WATER 


The  tanks  are  moving!  • .  .Who  did  not  reach  a  state  of  ecstasy  from  the 
beauty  of  the  swiftly  moving  avalanche  of  steel  machines?  Who  could  remain 
indifferent,  soeing  how  the  steel-plated  armada  flew  along  the  snow-4 ovored 
field  or  inarched  in  columns  or  passod  in  immaculate  alighment  along  Red 
Square  on  parade  day?  Such  a  man  could  scarcely  be  found. 

Soviet  tanks  covered  thousands  of  kilometers  in  the  Great  Patriotic  V&r 
across  our  homeland  and  behind  its  line  a  e  The  skillfully  overcame  the  snow- 
covered  space  of  Podmoskov’ya  and  the  Belorussian  swamps  and  crossed  Kagiat 
and  the  swift  waters  of  the  Dnieper,  Viatual,  and  Oder.  The  unsurpassed 
military  qualities  of  Soviet  armor  and  the  high  military  skill  of  our  tankers 
deservedly  received  high  recognition.  The  unseen  ease  with  which  mary-tonnod 
tanks  crossed  barriers  in  their  paths  can  be  explained  not  cnly  by  the 
splendid  military  qualities  of  our  machines.  Behind  the  machines  stand  the 
skill  of  Soviet  soldier-patriots  and  the  colossal  endeavors  of  the  crews. 

The  modem  tank  is  a  complicated  and  terrible  war  machine.  3h  order 
shat  it  obey  man* 3  will,  the  tank  commander,  driver-mechanic,  and  all  crew¬ 
members  must  study  it  perfectly,  acquire  vital  skills,  and  succeed  in  con¬ 
trolling  the  great  number  of  instruments.  The  tanker  mu3t  be  familiar  with 
the  areas  of  radio-electronics  and  exact  optics,  must  understand  instruments 
measuring  speod,  temperature,  pressure,  electrical  conditions,  etc.  For  ful¬ 
fillment  of  underwater  training  duties,  directional  gyros  are  installod  in 
tanks,  making  the  military  machines,  in  this  respect,  as  is  well-known* 
similar  to  submarines, 

hi  order  to  avoid  breakdowns  of  the  tank  on  land  and  under  water,  the 
driver-mechanic,  for  example,  must  bo  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  arrange¬ 
ment  andprinciples  of  action  of  each  piece  of  equipment,  he  must  clearly 
understand  the  physical  and  chemical  processes  that  occur  during  the  tank’s 
mervomont.  Without  such  knowledge  he  viill  work  blindly,  unable  to  respond 
to  warnings  of  breakdown.  This  can  threaten  the  fulfillment  of  training  and 
military  duties. 

Why,  let  us  say,  is  it  necessary  during  the  preparation  of  the  tank  fee* 
underwater  movement  that  tho  equipment  be  so  thoroughly  chocked  to  sec  that 
it  is  in  gCvd  working  order,  greased,  and  cleaned  to  maintain  working  order? 
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Bach  driver-mechanic  raisv  know  that  the  tank  motor  la  under  great  stress 
daring  underwater  novesant.  There  is  a  pressure  of  about  18  tons  acting 
on  each  piston  coring  this  tiros  -  that  is,  about  half  the  weight  of  the 
tank.  The  temperature  of  the  combustion  chaster  escoeda  2000°.  This  is 
enough  to  salt  many  ratals.  It  is  only  thanks  to  the  lubrication  and 
colling  systems  that  the  tank  scoter  is  not  ruined  under  these  unfavorable 
conditions.  If  the  feeding  and  lubricating  and  cooling  liquids  ends,  the 
fil®  between  the  working  parts  will  disappear,  the  beamings  of  the  crank¬ 
shaft  will  aolt  in  a  few  ainutos,  the  pistone  will  Jsa  in  the  cylinders, 
the  '•heart"  of  the  tank  will  fight  with  itself,  and  the  war  machine  sill 
stop  ismediatoly  under  water.  Sda,  in  turn,  necessitates  flooding  of  tee 
tank  -  a  complicated  and  highly  undssireable  act,  with  the  resulting  evacu¬ 
ation  under  water.  In  battle  conditions  this  leads  to  delays  in  forcing 
water  obstacles,  loss  of  priceless  tirae,  unjustified  sacrifices,  and  olowSng 
of  tee  advance e 


The  contemporary  Soviet  tank  is  a 
powerful  war  machine j  it  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  acting  under  tee  most  dif- 
icult  conditions 
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What  aro  the  peculiarities  of  underwater  driving?  A  tank,  going  several 
meters  under  the  water,  is  in  a  more1  complex  situation  than  m  the  surface. 

Air,  vital  for  the  working  of  the  engine,  enters  through  the  air  pip©  installed 
cai  the  turret  before  submersion.  As  ventilation  worsens,  more  and  more  of 
the  power  of  the  engine  is  wasted  on  overcoming  water  resistance  and  ©spelling 
exhaust  fumes-.  This  dLsturbes  the  normal  thermal  regime  of  the  motor,  as  it 
overheats  more  and  more. 

The  driver-mechanic  guides  the  tank  blindly,  able  to  see  nothing  under 
water.  The  driver-mechanic  orients  himself  with  the  directional  gyro  and  the 
radio  commands  of  the  crossing  director.  Hie  current,  if  they  are  crossing 
a  river,  deflects  the  tank  from  the  route  and  compels  tho  driver-mechanic  to 
make  corresponding  corrections.  The  density  of  the  water  causes  greater  re¬ 
sistance  to  tank  movement.  Adhesion  of  the  caterpillar  tread  to  the  soil  is 
worse  than  on  land,  cAusing  extra  complications  in  underwater  movement. 

All  this  calls  for  greater  preparation  of  the  driver-mechanic  and  more 
thorough  instruction  an  the  peculiarities  of  underwater  driving. 

During  planning  lessons  the  driver-mechanic  and  other  crewmembers  study 
the  rules  of  underwater  movement  and  safety  measures,  train  with  the  uHVT 
installation^  and  practice  sealing  the  machines  and  working  out  complex 
manoeuvres  on  land  using  instruments  oily.  During  this  period,  the  comman¬ 
ders,  their  technical  deputies,  political  workers,  party  and  kornsomol  organ¬ 
izations  all  take  care  thai,  each  driver-mechanic  clearly  learn  all  that  is 
necessary  for  successful  underwater  tank  locomotion.  The  duty  of  party- 
political  work  during  planning  sessions  is  to  create  in  tankers  a  lively 
interest  in  mastering  their  specialties,  learning  new  and  complicated  areas 
of  military  preparations}  also  they  must  be  mobilized  to  study  the  rules  of 
motion  thoroughly  and  conditions  for  carrying  out  of  duties  on  an  excellent 
methodical  level  without  favors  or  oversimplification  must  be  promoted. 

Taking  measures  to  guarantee  high  quality  lessons  on  military  prepara¬ 
tions,  commanders,  political  workers,  and  engineering  and  technical  staff 
in  cooperation  with  those  charged  with  conducting  measures  to  widen  the 
military-technical  horizons  of  driver-mechanics  (especially  the  younger 
ones)  promote  3tudy  of  the  chemical  and  physical  processes  occurring  during 
motor  operation  on  land  and  under  water  and  of  the  leading  experience  of 
moving,  evacuating,  and  servicing  the  military  machine.  In  its  turn  military- 
technical  propaganda  has  special  place,  as  do  technical  study  groups,  train¬ 
ing,  and  the  reading  of  specialized  literature  by  di’iver-me.'hanics. 

Independent  work  is  a  tested  method  of  deep  study  of  tank  techniques  and 
the  rules  of  motion.  Ask  any  experienced  driver-mechanic,  driving  master, 
technical  expert,  and  each  will  respond:  the  path  to  profound  knowledge  and 
hard,  firm  habits  is  independent  w»*rk.  Therefore,  teaching  each  driver-me¬ 
chanic  to  raise  his  military  and  tecunicsl  knowledge  independently  is  no  little 

1  OFVT  -  Equipment  for  Underwater  Tank  Driving,  providing  reliable  sealing 
of  war  machines,  normal  air  supply  for  the  crow  and  engine,  establishment 
of  a  routine,  provision  of  an  underwriter  course,  stable  comunications, 
and  safety  measures  necessary  for  the  crewmembers. 
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matter.  Realizing  this,  commanders,  political  workers,  engineer  and  tech¬ 
nical  staffs  explain  to  driver-mechanics  the  importance  of  independent 
work,  recommend  vital  literature  on  study,  themes,  andorgsnize  individual 
and  group  consultations.  Above  all,  c«rahand©rs  and  officer  staffs  syste¬ 
matically  ascertain  how  independant  preparations  are  being  carried  out 
and  insure  that  they  are  as  useful  as  possible  for  tankers. 

In  one  guards  tank  unit  of  the  southern  forces,  the  driver-mechanic, 
for  example,  regularly  studies  in  technical  classes  during  hours  of  inde¬ 
pendent  work.  literature,  placards,  electronic  models,  machine  parts,  and 
equipment  are  providod  to  strengthen  their  knowledge.  Tko  deputy  technical 
commander  works  with  the  tank  unit  personnel.  Officers  giv®  detailed  ans¬ 
wers  to  the  tankers’  questions,  share  their  knowledge,  and  give  advice. 

Master  drivers  can  often  be  seen  talking  with  young  driver-mechanics  about 
their  experiences  or  about  more  rational  paths  of  raising  their  driving, 
skills,  or  on  peculiarities  of  underwater  tank  driving.  On  the  initiative 
of  the  political  worker,  special  films  on  technical  experts  that  supplemsit 
their  speeches  aro  presented.  This  boars  good  fruit.  During  inspections 
all  driver-mechanics  demonstrated  strong  military-technical  knowledge  and 
skill  in  applying  their  knowledge  to  the  exploitation,  serving,  and  custody 
of  military  machines. 

Important  conditions  for  raising  knowledge  of  driver-mechanics  include 
military-technical  propaganda  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  commanders, 
political  workers,  and  party  organizations.  It  helps  widen  the  technical 
horizons  of  tankers,  deepen  their  knowledge,  and  raise  class  qualifications. 
In  battle  such  forms  of  military-technical  propaganda  as  lectures,  speeches, 
technical  conferences,  oral  newspapers,  radio  news,  performances  of  leading 
soldiers,  consultations,  etc,  are  widely  used.  Surveys  of  technical  litera¬ 
ture  are  transferred  through  local  radio  broadcasts;  conversations  and  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  periods  are  broadcast.  Unit  libraries  and  Ienin  Room 
councils  conduct  technical  propaganda  1th  the  help  of  displays  and  albums. 

In  smaller  units  ^dth  the  same  goals,  technical  circles  are  organized,  quiz 
programs  are  held  to  improve  the  knowledge  of  techniques  and  equipment  and 
their  military  application. 

Experience  shows  that  military-technical  propaganda  brings  better  re¬ 
sults  when  developed  in  close  connection  with  a  program  of  military  and 
political  preparations,  idth  consideration  of  precise  duties  Assigned  in 
the  various  units  and  sub-units,  and  when,  along  with  the  c.mmanders, 
engineer  and  technical  staff  and  experienced  drivers,  aci  ..tists,  builders, 
industrial  innovators,  and  communist  shock-workers  participate. 

A  highly  recommended  form  of  work  in  sections  is  technical  conferences. 
This  is  an  experimental  form  of  generalization  and  diffusion  of  the  foremost 
available  experience.  Conferences  deepen  the  tankers’  mill ta^-techni cal 
knowledge  and  their  mastery  of  the  necessary  ordors  and  regulations  and 
underwater  tank  driving  instructions,  mobilize  them  to  excell  in  tank  dri¬ 
ving  under  any  conditions,  andinculcato  in  them  a  love  for  armor  tactics. 
Technical  conferences  are  conducted,  as  is  correct,  at  the  unit  level.  In 
thorn  the  troops  of  one  or  several  specialties  take  part.  Conference  therce3 
are  defined  by  the  results  of  the  lessons  -;iven  during  the  latest  instruction 
period.  Thi  y  may  take  place  in  the  club,  motor  pool,  oi*  water  training  area. 
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The  example  of  one  unit  of  the  Red  Banner  riev  Military  District  in 
experience  with  methods  of  preparation  and  implmentation  of  technical 
conferences  should  be  noted.  During  the  summer  instruction  here  a  con¬ 
ference  on  the  th*  me  "Foremost  Experience  In  Mastering  Underwater  Tank 
Driving  and  Paths  to  Perfection  of  Mothods  Por  Crossing  Water  Barriers" 

'■•as  planned.  Staff  officers  and  technical  units  worked  together  *.dth 
poll tiral  wo.  leers  and  party  committ«<e3.  A  month  before  the  conference, 
in  the  club  and  in  Lenin  Rooms  notices  describing  the  theme  of  the  con- 
fercnc  ■>,  the  time,  and  the  plare  were  posted.  Personnel  of  the  unit  were 
nc'ified  beforehand  with  literature  on  the  conference  these, and  they  saw 
the  films  "Tanks  Across  a  Deep  Ford,"  and  "Organization  of  Technical 
Service."  The  film  "forcing  Rivers  Across  Deep  Fordo  and  Under  Water" 

W3s  of  special  interest  to  tho  troops,  for  it  described  in  convincing  de¬ 
tail  the  methods  of  teaching  young  tankers  diving  affairs,  rules  for  sealing 
tanks,  and  underwater  driving  procedures. 

Hie  radio  news  editorial  board  cf  that  unit  prepared  two  technical 
programs  with  the  help  of  the  engineering-technical  staff  and  the  master 
drivers.  The  deputy  technical  commander  participated  in  one.  He  gave  a 
detailed  discussion  of  the  procedure  of  preparing  tanks  for  underwater  mo¬ 
tion,  Driving  master  Sergeant  Major  and  reenlistod  ccaasiunist  I.  Yumasov 
shared  his  experiences  In  mastering  underwater  driving  of  tanks.  Then  a 
report  on  underwater  driving  was  given,  and  a  technical  quiz  show  was  held, 

Cn  the  day  and  hour  set  for  the  technical  conference,  unit  personnel 
gathered  spontaneously  by  the  river.  The  unit  commander  opened  the  con¬ 
fer  nee.  In  his  speech  he  mentioned  the  problems  that  might  occur  in  con¬ 
temporary  ’ar,  emphasized  that  tank  troops  must  sometimes  overcome  water 
barriers,  and  gave  special  attention  to  the  role  of  underwater  obstacles 
in  the  path  of  a  tank*s  success. 

Subsequently  the  deputy  treimical  commander  spoke  on  the  history  of 
underwater  tank  driving  and  the  theories  of  tank  driving,  Ouestions  3uch 
as  the  rules  and  order  of  tank  preparations  for  underwater  movement,  the 
more  characteristic  mistakes  in  sealing  ardunf,ur-ater  driving,  and  the  actions 
of  a  crew  in  case  a  tank  is  ctorped  under  crater  attracted  much  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  troops  and  participants  in  the  technical  conference.  The 
speakers  showed  the  importance  of  deep  technical  knowledge  for  mastery  of 
skills  of  underwater  tank  crossings,  as  well  as  strict  observation  of  the 
course  an«  the  requirements  of  the  director  vdth  concrete  examples. 

Demonstrations  of  how  to  manage  tanks  under  the  i/ater  proved  interesting 
and  instructive.  They  were  given  by  master  driver,  Great  Patriotic  War  vete¬ 
ran,  roenlisted  communist,  Master  Sergeant  G.  Istomin.  The  military  path  of 
this  magnificent  tanker  began  in  a  tank  brigade  during  the  Battle  of  Stalin¬ 
grad.  Carder  of  Glory,  Third  Class j  Medals  "For  Bravej*y,"  "For  the  nitration 
of  Warsaw, "  "For  oh-,  Capture  of  Berlin,"  "For  the  Liberation  of  irague,"  'For 
Victory  Over  Germany  in  the  Gre-.t  Patriotic  War  of  .Wlil-Hi  "For  Military 
Service,"  "For  Irreproachable  Service"  Second  and  First  Cl3ss,  "XXWth  Year  of 
the  Soviet  Army  and  Navy,"  "ho  Years  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  tit  U.8  ,«  "The 
20th  Anniversary  of  Victory  in  the  Great  Patriotic  War  of  2%1-lvJi';,"  "50 
Years  of  tne  Armed  Forces  of  the  Soviet  Union,"  "For-  Military  Valor.  In 
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Commamcration  of  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Birth  of  Vladimir  Ilyich  Lenin" : 
this  is  the  evidence  of  the  courage,  military  mastery,  and  faithful  service 
of  eoamuniafc  G.  Istomin  to  his  Soviet  homeland.  In  the  po3t-war  period  he 
did  not  leave  tanks  s  he  extended  the  life  of  several  war  machines,  saving  the 
government  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rublesj  first  in  his  former  unit  to  mas¬ 
ter  underwater  driving,  he  remained  a  leader.  He  was  charged  with  tasting 
the  equipment  to  be  used  underwater  by  tankers  ’.ho  were  descending  for  the 
first  time.  He  has  driven  underwater  hundreds  of  times  and  gave  his  '*ich 
experience  readily  to  young  soldier3c 

Having  talked  with  coherence  participants  about  forced  crossings  of 
water  barriers  during  the  Patriotic  War,  Istomin  answered  the  questions  of 
each  driver-mechanic  in  detail.  He  convincingly  explained  why  the  oonstant 
turning  of  the  motor  must  be  "felt"  and  the  position  of  the  choke  must  bo 
correctly  determined  in  relation  to  the  current  of  the  water  in  order  not 
to  allow  the  taJc  to  slip  while  leaving  the  water  and  cause  backwinding  of 
the  motor.  Then  he  prepared  a  tank  for  underwater  movement,  implementing 
partial  hermetic  sealing,  began  to  follow  the  underwater  route  on  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  director,  andprepared  the  war  machine  for  firing  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  shore. 

When  all  who  so  desired  had  participated,  the  unit  commander  summed  up, 
made  observations  and  gave  encouragement  to  the  trainees.  The  technical 
conference  was  instructive,  allowed  the  foremost  experience  to  be  summarized, 
and  outlined  measures  to  perfect  the  skills  of  personnel  of  the  unit  in 
underwater  tank  driving. 

Technical  circles  actively  promote  the  raising  of  military-technical 
knowledge. The  circles,  as  they  should  be,  are  of  two  types:  for  driver- 
mechanics,  who  prepare  to  raise  class  level,  and  for  other  tankers  who  ex¬ 
press  the  desire  to  master  specialties  related  to  that  of  driver -mechanic. 

The  circle's  programs  center  around  experienced  officers  and  the  unit  com¬ 
mander  approves  them.  Meetings  areheld  once  or  twice  a  month.  The  ciroles 
are  given  material  and  technical  help  and  share  the  use  of  equipment  for 
.  driving  exercises  with  the  unit.  The  deputy  political  commander  concerns 
himself  with  the  circle's  work  and  strives  for  regular  meetings. 

The  units  organize  military-technical  readings.  Meetings  are  held  once 
a  month  on  Sundays,  Lesions  are  read  by  experienced  engineers,  technicians, 
commanders  and  political  workers  on  problems  in  improving  mastery  of  methods 
of  forcing  water  barriers.  In  one  of  these  units,  the  Order  of  Lenin  Moscow 
Military  District  its  area,  in  military-technical  readings  lessons  v,-ere  read 
on  the  themes:  "Characteristics  of  Riv  rs  and  Water  Conditions,"  "Crossing 
Techniques,"  "The  Theory  of  Underwater  Driving,"  "The  Military  2xperience  of 
Tank  Forces  Forcing  later  Barriers  During  the  Great  Patriotic  War," 

Considerable  similarity  will  be  noticed  between  the  actions  of  the 
driver-mechanic  when  he  guides  a  tank,  a  pilot  in  a  plane  cabin,  a  chauffeur 
behind  the  '.heel  of  a  car,  and  a  radio  operator  transmitting  and  receiving 
if  these  actions  of  those  different  workers  are  compared,,  The  driver-mechanic 
must  be  able  to  do  everyth  ng.  Therefore,  not  only  knowledge  but  firm  prac¬ 
tical  habits  are  extremely  important  to  him.  Systematic  train  n’  is  this  mothod. 
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responses  based  on  techMcaTfSles  iZrefZ^  ??  deY?loP3  Wtomatio 

tanuaUy  takes  measures  to  create  conkti^^  '  th?  112111  C0mnand®1‘  G°n- 
driver-meclianic ,  conditions  for  regular  practice  by  the 

in  tar^uSts^and^duc-tional^in  t^0?-1®  bein:T  3ecn  more  and  wore  often 
inary  preparation  of  ±^ltuJX0M*  13  a  very  good  means  of  prelim- 

method  of  achieving  learning 7*  JhousJ1  Complicatecl#  it  ia  an  irreplaceable 
the  training  includes  l  '^en  coTandora  and  chief3  ensure  that 

The  movie  apparatus  includes  a  midS  5°h  f37103'  th*y  are  acting  correctly, 
give  the  somds  S\S mtil*  ,  J2£?  ’  El0Vie  ^2*°*  reorder  to 

oeu ,n2htine  thi  «Mkss rc irsr, :--^:/“otrio 

signal  on  the  hydrodrive  oil  rear rL+ 7;  ??  Z  hf  *a-~ef  and  ~ives  a 
tank  mock-up,  to  -hich  Vibration  ^  f  /  3  ^  ls  cor^ected  ^th  the 
trainees  is  one  of  al ‘w  "1  ?  /  transferred,  The  impression  to  the 
allows  asoects  of  tank  riot'  mr>}e^  realism.  The  Itovie  Training  Apparatus 
past  obstacles  *?»!*«  «*«**,«. 

the  lesson  Sector  about  au  ££££&£.*  '*"*  ^ 

productioZ'^IrZtho  toirV1-^07.!!  ^'adndll6  Apparatus  one  can  nako  one's  ohq 
driyerSechanS  2!,  *•»  <*•!»*?  technical  comander  announces  tta 

ifW?SK  T  ^  ^ ’  md  tha>  ^  ~ 

self  through  the  hatolZto  tL  Z at  ^r„te"cc'i;  »?  !««.  Ms.- 

microphone,  and  signals  his  -nor’-!  *  rU'r  j11?  puts  on  the  throat 

appears  a  man  of  readiness.  fne  light  s<y.a  out  and  on  the  screen 

in  the  motor  pool,  ready  to  leav  riv0r“n0ciianic  5003  that  hl3  macMne  stands 
He  has  unfurled  the  S  /  AV  ho  can  sr'0  regulator. 

Dresses  tho  +  lia[*  anJ  ^  n  tne  command:  "Hove  outj1'  The  driver 

feeling  2  ru^tr  £ "L™”  .  *•»  controls  of  ttc  uXt “™  the 

S?enUv^' fSioS  Se  b° :in  lo  turn*  tankS  trainee 

gear  shifts,  relating  tlw  fuel  ncv'  Vfvit,atus>  executing  the  necessary 

low  geared  r?^“C  Shifts  to 

voice  of  the  director.  Again  he  r  h  he 

more  an  obstacle  is  seen.  Tho  war  ^  ,■  •  '  tu'  taxi:  sai?3  speed>  and  once 

and  then  a  narrow  3  Z  ^!"c,,irx  .^o-th^v  passes  the  ditch 

the  tonic.  fc  «C3j  -Y  cA  trlla  of  tot  clOTds 

mchLur  rushes  «».  trensTVL  ZS--  rts££’;.  2*Jta*Il  „ 

lies  a  contaminated  area.  Havin'’  rf  >-  - m  “  ,  ;  r^a,xu.o  —  made.  Ahead 

driver-mechanic  outs  on  a  selective' ~’n  ‘  ~Z  "C'":  1°  W‘°  4recto,i  thfe 
several  minutes  more  and  th  n  ’.Y  "  "  "  r’-"'  r;»  ’*o  ccntmuos  on  for 

.Wvor-mSuS;  Zit’TL  C  iu  1  “*'r  '***•••  *  horizon.  %e 
Ho  hours  hounoisy  tho  t‘lrfc'=  «”  "«!>:»  t««w»  tho  ford, 

tho  naohlno  is  o/jrv  lend  p.,  ?a^  li'  ^nutos  pass  and 

Suodonl;/  tho  moiUm-’  lor!--.’  r„oV-to-  ’<  Tot'  t3ak  ***»* 

road  stops  rushing  oo’nt’-ho  driver ^  'Lrri  >miy~colorr,,j  r;u,c«  ^  the 
because  the  trainer  Zj-i  not  5IWW  'i,  Zh-m  tor  caif",J  an  occurrence 
hole.  Appraising  rj,e  ,i  uc  'w!wn  ho  a  ;^11 

’  lU  '  ^vor-m. Thanxc  aCaj.n  starts  the  motor  and 


continues  until  the  director  orders  him  to  quit* 

Eie  classroom  light  ceea&s  en«  Excited  and  tired  from  the  effort,  the 
driver-ms chanic  leaves  the  mock-up,  reports  to  the  director  on  fulfillment 
of  the  exorcise.  Tho  officer  analyzes  his  actions*  notes  the  positive  aide, 
and  points  out  mistakes.  So  whoever  is  next  better  listen  carefully  to  the 
officer,  „ 

Then  comes  the  director^  command  and  the  next  driver-mo  chanic  enters 
the  mock-up.  The  other  trainees  in  the  miniature  "motor-pool"  repeat  the 
driving  rules,  look  carefully  over  the  methods  of  overcoming  obstacles. 

The  Movie  Training  Unit  allows  the  driver-mechanic  to  receive  praotice 
in  driving  without  using  motor  resources.  Herein  lies  its  value.  But  it 
cannot  replace  the  special  driving  lessons  in  the  tank  park,  water  training 
sites  and  other  teaching  areas. 

©l  tank  units  of  our  Armed  Forces  a  educational  materials  base  has  been 
croated  thich  allows  teaching  driver-mechanics  on  the  level  of  modern  re¬ 
quirements,  Tank  parks  and  water  training  areas  are  now  equipped  with  a 
complex  array  of  installations  whore  tankers  learn  how  to  overcome  various 
obstacles,  work  out  estimations  by  sight,  arm  themselves  with  skills  in 
manoeuvring  war  machines  in  varied  locations.  lessons  in  tank  parks  and 
water  training  areas  working  out  exercises  in  driving  are  a  very  important 
part  of  military  and  specialized  preparation  of  tankers.  Qualitative 
execution  is  the  object  oi  the  special  concerns  of  the  commander,  political 
worker,  and  the  engineer  and  technical  staff.  In  this  important  regard  the 
party  and  komsomol  organizations  share  no  little  part,  They  join  forces  to 
successfully  solve  such  questions  as  the  perfection  of  the  tank  park  and  the 
water  training  area,  the  approach  to  realistic  battle  conditions  in  each 
lesson,  the  quality  of  working  out  of  driving  exercises,  the  raising  of 
class  qualifications  of  driver-mechanics,  moral -political  and  psychological 
hardening,  propaganda  cn  the  experience  of  masters,  economy  of  motor  re¬ 
sources,  safety  measures,  and  others, 

Discussions  of  the  important  role  of  the  driver-mechanic  and  the  great 
attention  wo  have  given  them  is  in  no  way  meant  to  imply  that  wo  wish  to 
detract  from  the  importance  of  the  other  cm, members.  They  are  equally 
vital,  and  they  also  must  have  varied  and  important  hard  practical  skills 
and  high  quality  xLlitary-technical  knowledge  in  order  to  act  in  a  tank  under 
water.  We  have  already  emphasized  that  a  tank  is  a  complicated  collective 
weapon.  Only  a  well-prepared  crew,  perfectly  understanding  the  structure 
of  tho  machine,  thich  has  learned  how  to  use  and  service  it  in  various 
situations,  and  which  is  prepared  for  underwater  movement  can  completely  U30 
all  its  properties.  Of  course,  each  crewmember  has  first  of  all  his  immediate 
duty.  Deep  biowledge  and  skillful  fulfillment  of  this  is  the  first  thing. 

But  in  contemporary  war  this  is  not  enough.  In  order  that  a  tank  crew, 
finding  itself  on  tho  battlefield  at  less  than  full  strength,  mzy  successfully 
accomplish  its  mission,  each  tank  soldier  must  be  ready  to  replace  his  com¬ 
rade,  In  th  same  light,  can  a  military  crew  allow  a  tank  to  stand  still  just 
because  thore  is  no  driver-mechanic?  Can  they  stop  firing  on  tho  energy  if 
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tha  gtm-layor  is  killed?  Indisputably  notl  Or  take  underwater  driving, 

Ilia  quality  of  preparation  of  the  machine  for  underwater  mowmsat  depends 
on  all,  Mistakes  or  negligence  in  the  work  of  one  crewmember  can  have 
serious  consequences  for  all.  In  a  word,  military  experience  demands  that  in 
the  crow  there  be  a  guarantee  of  fuJL  interchangeability.  The  basis  for  this 
is  good  technical  knowledge  and  the  skills  of  alT  ti3rcre>®caibers. 

It  is  fully  natural  that  the  solution  to  this  important  ta3k  requires 
party-political  work.  With  this  goal  in  mind,  moasures  are  undertaken  in 
units  and  sub-units  which  provide  for  raised  technical  knowledge  of  tankers, 
preparations  on  all  sides  of  each  crewmember.  The  educational  of  specialists, 
the  achievement  of  interchangeability  of  crewmembers,  and  the  development 
of  socialist  competition  and  military-technical  propaganda  are  among  the 
basic  points* 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  those  questions  directly  related  to  under¬ 
water  driving  without  touching  on  other  important  questions,  During  the 
preparatory  stage  the  whole  crew  studies  equipment  for  underwater  driving, 
the  installation  procedures,  the  requirements  for  and  methods  of  sealing  the 
machine,  the  rule  of  underwater  motion. 

To  achieve  real  mastery  of  these  questions  by  each  tanker  and  to  develop 
hard  skills  in  the  trainees  are  two  of  the  most  important  duties  of  commanders, 
political  workers,  party  and  komsomol  organizations  of  tank  units. 

In  war  much  is  done  in  order  that  all  crews  learn  quickly  and  prepare 
the  tanks  well  for  underwater  movement,  Etagineera  and  technicians  are  zealous 
champions  of  continual  heightening  of  tehcnical  knowledge  of  the  soldiers, 
procure  more  effective  methods  and  teaching  examples,  speed  to  inform  each 
tanker  of  new  knowledge,  lead  both  planning  lessons  and  individual  crew  work, 
and  actively  propagandize  military-technical  information.  The  commanders, 
political  workers  and  party  organs  support  the  creative  initiative  of  the 
engineer  and  technical  staff  in  every  possible  way. 

At  party  and  komsomol  meetings,  in  conversations,  political  lessons 
and  political  information  sessions,  as  well  as  through  other  measures,  they 
explain  the  importance  of  studying  questions,  propagandizing  leading  ex¬ 
perience,  and  demonstrating  paths  to  attainment  of  mastery. 

The  struggle  for  excellence  of  communists  and  komsomolists  in  mastering 
underwater  driving,  in  achieving  exact  fulfillment  of  .'directions  along  the 
driving  course,  in  avoiding  shortages  and  failure  to  master  special  esnreisos 
has  been  the  object  of  continual  concern  by  commanders,  political  workers,  and 
party  and  komsomol  organizations  in  the  majority  of  units. 

In  tlds  respect  the  experience  of  commanders,  political  workers,  and 
party  organisations  of  the  guards  tank  Proskurobsko-Berlinskiy  Order  of  Lonin, 
Red  Banner,  Order  of  Kutuzob  r.egim>nt  of  the  Kamo  of  Z,  I.  Kotovskiy  deserves 
attention,  domunists  cf  this  unit,  according  to  tradition  in  the  group  of 
Soviet  forces  in  Germany,  aro  pioneers  in  r.«any  glorious  things#  They  dunrod 
initiative  in  the  competitions  during  the  100th  anniversary  of  V.  I.  Lenin's 
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birthday,  Tho  regiment  prepared  itself  excellently  for  the  Leads  Jubilee, 
Jhe  ccaaunists  decided  in  their  open  party  Resting  to  continue  competition 
f©r  excellence  until  the  conclusion  of  the  jubilee  year  in  the  spirit  of 
the  praiseworthy  Resting  of  the  XXIVth  CPSU  Congress,  All  the  soldiers, 
sergeants,  and  officers  of  the  regiment  supported  the  ceassunists*  ihitia- 
tive,  Tho  guards  troops  pledged  to  atuc^r  the  Leninist  thoorstlcal  heri¬ 
tage  tirelessly  frea  that  day  forward,  to  fulfill  the  military  precepts  of 
t'he  leader  piously,  to  work  persistently  at  improving  their  personal 
ffiS2?al«political  and  psychologies!  and  military  qualities*  to  hold  high  the 
hojor  of  Soviet  forces  abroad,  to  strengthen  international  connections  and 
military  concord  vdth  the  People’s  Array  of  the  OCR  and  the  axzd.es  of  other 
fraternal  countries.  The  forces  of  this  regimovfc  see  the  important  task  as 
not  only  strengthening  themselves  but  also  as  fulfilling  ever  higher  hopes 
in  the  area  of  military  and  political  preparations. 


Preparation  of  war  machine  for  underwater  movement 


tel  exercises  in  underwater  tank  driving 
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It  was  decided  that  each  minute  of  lesson  time  would  be  used  to  the 
maadmam  advantage  for  perfection  of  military  mastery  and  for  the  widening 
of  political  knowledge.  Each  specialist,  discharged  into  the  reserves, 
pledged  to  propar  ssa  appropriate  replacement.  It  was  decided  that  no 
favor  than  10%  ox  the  specialists  would  bs  educated  to  First  and  Second 
Class,  Each  soldier  masters  a  specialty.  Communists  and  komsomolists  took 
on  the  obligation  to  aid  young  soldiers  to  become  successful  specialists 
more  quickly.  Driver-mechanics  took  on  great  and  responsible  tasks.  Up  to 
the  XHVth  Party  Congress  they  resolved  to  fulfill  each  exorcise  with  the 
mark  of  "excellent,"  to  raise  class  qualifications  by  ono  grade,  to  drive 
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tanks  up  to  standards  day  and  night,  to  ecencaiso  on  fuel,  to  maintain 
equipment  in  military  raadinoas  at  ail  times  0  These  responsibilities  ar® 
supported  by  persistent  stuiy  by  tankers,  continual  ideological  and  or¬ 
ganizational  work  by  ccaacanders,  political  workers,  engineers,  technicians, 
and  by  the  strengthening  of  the  party  will  in  every  phase  of  military 
studies  and  troop  service® 

Political  workers  and  their  purposeful,  creative  endeavors  play  an 
inportant  role  in  mobilizing  the  troops  of  this  unit  to  the  achievement 
of  new  successes  in  military  studies®  Kiey  do  their  work  aide  by  side 
with  the  commanders •  They  provide  examples  in  mastering  technology, 
raising  class  qualifications,  mastering  diving,  preparing  tanks  for  under¬ 
water  movement  across  vator  lines®  Political  workers  provide  significant 
help  in  understanding  military  requirements  by  tankers,  preserving  close 
communications  within  the  unit  so  all  move  toward  fulfillment  of  party- 
political  goals,  actively  helping  commanders,  engineers,  and  technicians 
in  guaranteeing  the  high  quality  of  each  lesson®  Political  workers  are 
active  in  underwator  affairs  and  study  concretely  with  every  communist  and 
koras omolist* 

Other  units  also  have  had  no  little  experience  in  this  field®  The  day 
before  implementation  by  unit  personnel  of  exorcises  in  underwater  driving, 
the  party  organization  of  this  unit  held  an  open  meeting  "On  Personal  Example 
of  Communists  and  Komsomolists  In  Mastering  Underwater  Tank  Driving* 11  In  it 
a  discussion  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  fulfilling  duties  and  guaranteeing 
a  leading  role  to  members  and  candidates  of  the  party  and  to  all  komsomolists 
was  carried  on*  In  order  to  implement  the  decision  that  was  made,  the  party 
bureau  of  the  unit  concentrated  on  the  work  of  the  crow.  Communists  were 
given  the  duty  of  talking  to  the  tank  commander  a,  driver-mechanics,  gun  la¬ 
yers,  andloaders  to  ascertain  their  readiness,  level  of  achievement,  know¬ 
ledge  of  safety  measures}  to  see  who  needs  help  and  to  provide  it#  Such 
work  with  crows  helped  them  to  got  to  know  people  better,  to  find  weak  points 
in  their  preparations,  and  to  organise  concrete  help. 

Deeply  studying  the  conditions  of  educational  work,  the  party  committee 
of  the  unit  doterroinod  that  in  many  cases  the  deputy  technical  commanders 
participate  only  waakiy,  that  they  often  cannot  organize,  and  that  soma 
mistakenly  consider  that  education  does  not  concern  them.  The  following 
reason  for  this  situation  was  heard®  Political  workers  systematically 
studlod  with  the  unit  commander,  secretary  of  the  party,  secretary  of  the 
komaoaol  organization}  they  were  systematically  taught  the  practice  of 
political-educational  i  ork  vdth  people,  but  engineers  and  technicians  were 
forgotten  and  left  almost  unarmed  with  any  experience  in  educational  work. 
Stop3  were  taken  to  correct  the  mistake,  in  that  they  talked  with  each 
engineer  and  technician,  ©plaining  the  missions  of  various  people  and  th® 
work  methods.  Thun  they  wore  invited  to  a  seminar  of  sub-unit  commanders 
cn  questions  of  education  in  underwator  driving  with  regard  to  the  psycho¬ 
logical  state  of  th®  tankers.  Experience  has  confirmed  the  advisability 
of  using  such  forma  of  teaching  technical  specialists  in  a  systematic  way. 

Socialist  competition  in  standards  end  (titles  is  a  tested  mathod  of 
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coreawlst  education  of  porsonnol  and  mobilization  ^  the  troops  for  thorough 
prepay-  \ions  in  underwater  driving.  It  brings  the  spirit  of  healthy  cco^e- 
titio,  /b  studies,  develops  rapid  and  persistent  drive  on  the  part  of  ser¬ 
vicemen  to  master  c&b  thing  after  another.  If  competition  is  correctly  or¬ 
ganised.  commanders,  political  workers,  and  party  and  kcmsomol  bureaus  (com¬ 
mittee  a)  play  leading  roles. 

Tho  company  commanded  by  0  •  S.  Vyunov  is  an  example  of  succossful 
organisation  of  competition  between  crows  in  tho  process  of  teaching  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  all  work  in  preparation  for  underwater  driving  of  tanks.  The  day 
before  lessons,  the  commander,  secretary  of  the  party  organization  discussed 
how  bast  to  organize  competition  among  tankers,  crews,  and  platoons.  The 
deputy  company  technical  coni^.der  worked  out  a  technical  map  of  tank  pre¬ 
parations  for  underwater  motion.  Each  crewmember  was  shown  in  detail  *4iat 
to  do.  Such  maps  were  given  to  all  crews.  These  maps  permitted  more  pur¬ 
poseful  organization  of  work  by  each  crewmember,  a  single  inspection,  com- 

?arison  of  the  actions  of  crews,  more  precise  determination  of  tho  corapo- 
ition  victor.  The  tank  commander  studied  the  assignments  in  detail  with 
subordinates  and  helped  each  crewmember  to  master  his  requirements. 

On  the  predetermined  day  stands  were  set  up  at  the  lesson  site  saying, 
n Observe  the  Rules  of  Underwater  Tank  Driving  Strictly,”  "Experience  of 
Honor  Students  of  All  Tank  Units”  and  placards  were  hung  up  saying,  "Who 
Seals  Their  Tank  the  Best?”  and  "Rules  of  Underwater  Driving. "  Tho  com¬ 
mander  again  explained  the  goal  and  assignment,  discussed  the  experience 
of  sealing  tanks  by  a  crow  bcenaandod  by  a  worker's  messenger  cad,  Leningrad 
guards  sergeant  Aleksandr  Badeyev  (now  secretary  of  a  komsamoi  organisation), 
called  on  subordinates  to  competo  for  quality  and  reach  the  norms  ahead  of 
time.  He  reminded  tankers  that  at  th«  end  of  the  lesson,  the  results  were 
to  bo  brought  to  him,  and  the  best  crew  would  be  given  the  right  to  demon¬ 
strate  its  mastery  before  all  the  unit  officers.  Then  the  crew,  about  which 
more  was  said  later,  was  showed  the  sealing  procedure.  After  a  few  minutes 
the  war  machine  was  realty  for  underwater  movement.  Practical  orders  helped 
a  great  deal.  The  orew  began  the  training  session.  The  commander  end  his 
technical  deputies  followed  the  quality  of  tho  work,  helped  to  quickly 
eliminate  deficiencies.  After  the  crews  worked  6tt  all  questions  oi‘  sealing 
the  tank,  the  commander  organized  competition.  A+  the  end  of  the  lessen, 
he  received  tho result 3  and  named  the  victor.  During  the  evening  a  notice 
appeared  on  tho  bulletin  board  reporting  who  corrootly  and  quickly  prepared 
their  tank  for  underwater  movement  under  the  rubric  "Victor  of  the  Day." 

Thus  passed  one  company  training  day. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  commander  organize  socialist  competition, 
methodically  develop  training,  and  provide  for  the  existence  of  conditions 
allowing  the  creative  ability  of  the  troops  to  be  revealed.  Here  is  an  ex¬ 
ample,  In  two  companies  lessons  of  tank  preparations  for  undenjator  travel 
were  hold.  In  one  of  them  the  director  must  not  have  thought  through  the 
methods  ho  would  use,  Ha  fixed  assignments,  explained  the  necessary  arrange¬ 
ment  of  equipment  to  crewmembers,  reviewed  the  procedures  of  preparing  tha 
machines  for  underwater  movement,  and  set  a  time  limit  -  6£  minutes  o^t  of 
a  two-hour  lesson  -  for  independent  practical  work  by  the  crows. 


i 
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Si  another  company  affairs  went  differently*  Here  is  their  schedule: 


-—Laying  out  of  goals  end  duties  of  the  lesson:  2  minutes 
— Edseussion  of  the  foremost  experience  of  crew 
commanded  by  KSstor  Sergeant  and  communist 
7,  Sakharovs  8  zdnuto3 

— Demonstration  of  preparation  of  tank  for  under¬ 
water  movement:  35  minutes 

—Training  in  the  quality  of  tank  preparation 
in  accordance  with  technical  outline  with  no 
time  limit:  25  minutes 

— Grew  action  preparing  tank  for  underwater 
movement  with  time  limit,  with  observation 
of  the  quality  of  the  work:  25  minutes 

— -Competition  in  fast  OPVT  installation  into 

tank:  20  minutes 


-—Bringing  of  results  and  determining  of  the 
victors 


5  minutes 


The  lessen  director  of  the  second  company  was  more  easily  able  to 
propagandize  foremost  experience,  work  out  questions,  and  organize  the 
competition,  fer  hs  allotted,  you  see,  a  special  period  for  each  one* 

Obviously,  the  lessons  were  more  interesting  and  worthwhile  in  the  second 
company* 

Skillful  organization  of  socialist  compo*-  :ion,  promoting  rapid,  high 
quality  fulfillment  of  each  operation  in  preparing  a  tank  for  underwater 
driving,  raises  the  level  of  learning  of  materials  by  the  troops,  the 
quality  of  the  lessons,  and  in  some  measure  brings  an  atmosphere  of  strenuous 
work  to  the  day  preceding  the  forcing  of  water  barriers. 

The  important  principles  of  competition,  as  V,  I,  Lenin  emphasized,  are 
its  openness,  the  comparison  of  results,  the  ability  to  repeat  practical 
experience,!  and  comradely  cooperation.  At  this  point  the  duty  of  commanders, 
political  workers,  party  end  komsomol  activists  is  to  converse  about  tho 
distinctive  results  of  the  losson  in  military  leaflets,  radio  nows  broadcasts, 
and  photo  displays.  An  important  place  in  this  is  set  aside  for  such  things 
as  visual  agitation  -  placards,  displays,  announcements,  slogans.  Tho  brighter 
and  more  expressive  they  are,  the  mere  effective  they  will  bo.  A  sample  of 
this  typo,  for  example,  is  the  Great  Patriotic  War  posters:  "Mother  Heme- 
lead  Calls  You l,"  "Hot  a  Step  Backward^'  "Troops  of  the  Rod  Army,  Save  UsJ," 
"First,  Raise  tho  Blag  of  Victory  Over  BerlinJ"  end  many  others.  They  called 
to  tho  struggle  against  fascist  aggressors  millions  of  Soviet  people  and 
nsbilissd  our  people  for  heroic  labor  in  the  name  of  the  Fatherland.  Conor© to, 
operational,  purposeful,  ana  ccrtvinc^ng  visual  agitation  in  peaceful  days  re¬ 
tains  a  profound  impact  upon  tho  mind  of  the  soldier  and  calls  him  to  perfec¬ 
tion  of  military  skills,  to  .ightening  of  vigilance#  It  is  important  that 

artists,  club  workers  be  creatlvo  and  esthetic  in  this  work* 

•  #, However,  it  is  time  to  set  out  for  tho  water  training  site  where  the 
See  V.  3,  Polru  tipbr,  soch. ,  vol  36,  p  153. 

-59- 


tankers  of  Captain  Vyunov  practice  driving  war  machines  underwater.  Recon¬ 
naissance-divers  specified  the  characteristics  of  the  river  bottom,  explained 
the  speed  of  the  current,  measured  the  width  of  the  river  bottom  and  the  water 
temperature,  and  set  ou+  markers.  The  battalion  commander,  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  reconnaissance  men  on  hydrological  obstacles,  evaluated  the 
equipment  of  personnel,  set  the  driving  assignment,  and  gave  orders  to  of¬ 
ficers. 

In  the  above  command  region  the  tankers  started  preparing  war  machines 
for  descending  under  the  water,  Having  received  knowledge  and  vital  skills 
in  the  process  of  continual  ctu-h.es  aril  training,  the  tankers  acted  quickly 
and  skillfully,  The  situation  allowed  the  co^tiander  to  explain  the-  rules 
of  underwater  onvingj  sealing  procedures  were  reviewed^  socialist  competi¬ 
tion  was  organized;  individual  educational  work  was  rtrengthened.  Political 
worker  V,  Khlonkov  and  L,  Maikov  conducted  talks  on  the  themes;  "Excellent 
Preparation  of  Tank  ^'or  bndsrva*.  r  Movement  -  Guarantee  of  Success  In  Over¬ 
coming  Water  Obstacles, '  "liiuo  ’■  rugged  Gommunic&tions  -  Important  Condition 
For  Successful  lindk?rv;v.*-r  i'a  ±  '  ov.  others.  The  deputy  political  com* 

mander  of  battalion  rem  ndeb  crewmembers  of  safety  measures  and  shared  witi: 
driver-mechanics  ids  under’  -  tank  driving  experience. 

The  first  tank  to  • tM  passage,  el  nays,  is  the  one  scheduled  by 
the  commander  as  *ho  t*  ,  iV.r  fulfillment  of  the  exercise,  the  driver- 
mechanic  briefly  loser  ■  r  his  oro' rtenev  to  Ms  comrades,  'ibis  time  the 
choice  fell  on  u©  crow  in  ’/hick  ;die  driver-mechanic  was  komsomolist  Junior 
Sergeant  3,  Vasilev,  Giuo m. :  the  machine,  he  lingered  for  a  second  at  the 
technical  cord  rol  pec  it,  out  >  h-vu  quickly  moved  t  ■*  the  river.  Already  it 
was  descending  for'  nod  more  ovi.cl:ly  subnergsu,  The  driver-mechanic 
attentively  folio  *o  '  .  e..v?-s%  homr-./- .vre  in  the  nuddlo  of  the  river 
a  slight  movement  f  >  v  <•<'  'a  p n:, The  current  is  faster,  and  under  its 
influence  the  tare-:  jr  o>  '.it iron  tM  route.  This  is  noticed  from  the 
shore.  The  -L^ivor-mocka-t-c  i  -  nr  3  'no  radio  command: 

"Vislai  {&  -  -  *u<  per,  dtiU-ctt’d  left.  Move  to  the  right] ” 

"Acknowledged,  ,.<J  1  o  »> i  ■ , " 

The  Junior  . -or  xar.i  ..ivota"  pve; thr  lover,  moving  the  machine  onto 
the  correct  course,  Gone  nor r  t  \»r»  tv-Hv.cor. ,  and  the  light  of  day  penetrates 
to  the  machine?  khrougu  ’  nr.  od.  :rva  i.v,  •'oaratus  sand  and  green  tushes  can  bo 
seen.  The  neefurm,  xt«  "-cac-'u  .  ;/  t  ■•••■  it.»  tank,  blindly  glittering  wet 

in  its  armor,  Cif-:;.  out  u  ’.*■  •  tj>  >.  I..  'U  t  he  tlnckets  along  the 

shore, 

"Visla  -  id  -  On  '  ( <a  ,  'rrc^ier, tly  completed,  Return!" 

Other  crews  acted  f-uii  <  g  i  .uoiu' 

During  l-csonc  e-<-  i-T.dsr;.  arm  p<-o  '..-u  orkvro  ie  Ipe-'  inexperienced 
young  tankers  •*■•/<, r.  <  •.r.i  >/  ‘t  u  "rat  ac  aovtsri’  on  how  bettor  to 

act  in  snbmar  !  -  ■  ,  .  t 1  -■>  pr.’r'  tor  -j  *r  many  *\mplcs  of 


successful  and  courageous  conduct  cm  the  part  of  tankers*  These  examples 
were  used  in  lessons  for  convincing  troops  that  each  east  b©  well  prepared 
and  highly  disciplined  and  that  they  could  then  overoccsa  any  difficulty  - 
so  long  as  they  preserved  courage,  willpower,  and  the  desire  to  fulfill  their 
duty.  In  particular  the  troops  discussed  widely  th®  event  that  was  written 
about  in  the  newspapers.^- 

...On  field  exercises  tankers  worked  out  military  training  problems. 

(kie  company,  its  turn  to  demonstrate  having  come>  began  to  attack  tte  strong 
point.  All  was  normal  when  the  right  flank  tank  suddenly  disappeared. 

What  happened? 

Evidently,  there  had  been  a  lake  along  the  tankas  route.  Then  silt 
oozed  in  from  the  shore  and  bushes  and  grass  grew  over  the  top.  Outwardly, 
this  piece  of  earth  appeared  no  different  from  the  rest  -  meadow  and  bushes. 
But  under  the  layer  of  soil  was  water.  This  marsh  absorbed  the  heavy  tank. 

Having  heard  what  happened,  the  company  commander  grew  cold  with  sur¬ 
prise.  Instantly  he  tried  to  contact  the  crew  on  the  radio.  No  answer. 

The  battalion  commander  was  immediately  informed.  Major  V.  Andreyev  sus¬ 
pended  lessons  and  rushed  to  the  place  where  the  tank  was  with  n  group  of 
experienced  tankers.  No  sign  was  left.  Tracks  remained,  as  if  cut  by  a 
hugo  knife $  there  was  still  a  small  arsa  of  gurgling  water. 

"We  can’t  reach  the  bottom! "  cried  one  tanker. 

An  antenna  was  unscrewed  frem  one  tank  and  brought  over.  It  was 
buried  completely.  Two  antennas  were  connected.  No  firm  ground  could  be 
felt.  At  last  the  characteristic  metal  sound.  The  tank!  The  depth  was 
rapidly  measured  -  almost  seven  meters... 

First  Waster  Sergeant  reenlisted  V.  Borisenko  dived  into  the  marsh. 

Motor  after  meter  he  descended  through  the  sticky  marsh  water.  But  he  could 
not  reach  the  tank.  After  him  went  Sergeant  B,  Bazylev.  He  was  pulled  to  the 
.surface  almost  unconscious. 

"Let  me  go  down,"  asked  Junior  Lt.  M.  Sinenko  of  the  battalion  commander, 

"Qo  ahead,"  agreed  Major  V,  Andreyev, 

The  officer  tied  a  rope  around  his  waist,  put  on  a  gas  mask,  took  two 
weighted  shoes  in  his  hands  for  ballast  and  went  into  the  water.  All  waited 
for  the  result  of  his  descent.  The  time  dragged  with  tormenting  slowness. 

A  minute,  another., .Then  they  pulled  him  up,  Th®  Jr,  Lt.  was  pulled  out 
unconscious.  VJhen  he  revived,  he  reported,  "There  is  a  layer  of  soil  under 
the  water.  I  can’t  make  a  hole  in  it.  We'll  have  to  clear  it." 

Eighteen  man  of  the  battalion,  risking  their  lives,  dived  into  the 
swamp,  trying  to  reach  the  tank.  Some  time  later,  the  troops  had  feverishly 
cleared  the  area:  bushes  cut,  roots  ripped  out,  3ilt  thrown  aside. 

1  See  "Red  Star,"  19  July  1970, "Komsomol ’skaya  RravdaJ'  lij  August  1970, 
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What  was  happening  to  the  crew  during  this  tine? 

When  the  tank  unexpectedly  dropped  its  nos©  somewhat,  theft,  rocking,  fell 
through,  as  if  over  a  cliff,  the  motor  died.  It  was  dark  in  the  machine. 
Quickly  they  heard  the  shock  -  and  the  tank  sat  on  hard  soil. 

Same  time  passed  with  all  of  them  in  a  torpor.  Then  the  hard  voice  of 
the  tank  commander  Sergeant  Yu.  Dryzhinin  resounded:  "Turn  on  the  duty 
light." 

The  Sergeant  questioned  subordinates  (all  were  unharmed)  and  wanted  to 
report  to  the  commander.  But  he  could  not  communicate.  The  Sergeant  tested 
the  correctness  of  the tuning  and  then  periodically  began  signaling  and 
transferring  to  receive. 

"Perhaps  we  could  open  the  hatch  and  try  to  get  out?"  suggested  someone. 

"NoJ"  the  commander  stated  categorically.  "We  don’t  know  there  we  ended 
up.  Judging  from  the  surface,  there  is  more  than  water  over  us.  We  can  hold 
out  in  tho  tank  for  same  time.  We  must  be  found,"  he  concluded.  "We  must," 

All  understood  that  the  commander  was  right. 

Experienced  as  he  was,  the  driver-mechanic  succeeded  in  taking  the  < (la- 
chine  out  of  gear.  In  a  difficult  situation  one  could  forget  this.  But 
his  self-control,  sense  of  responsibility  to  the  fate  of  crew  and  machine, 
and  knowledge  of  things  allowed  him  to  prepare  the  tank  in  advance  for 
evacuation. 

• .  .The  lamp  was  shining  dimly.  From  below  water  was  seeping  in. 

"We  can  try  to  start  the  pump,"  suggested  the  driver-mechanic. 

"Do  it,"  agreed  the  commander. 

The  driver-mechanic  went  into  the  cold  swamp  water.  The  pump  worked. 
Fortunately,  the  outlet  vas  open,  th^  lid  torn  away.  The  pump  began  elim¬ 
inating  the  water, 

"Documents  and  kcmsomol  cards  must  be  saveu,"  worried  the  gun  layer. 

The  documents  were  collected  and  laid  in  the  cannon.  There  they  were  safer. 
Only  waiting  remained. 

Tho  radio  operator  of  tde  commander’s  machine  constantly  sent  signals* 
Nothing  was  heard  in  tho  earphones.  Suddenly  tha  characteristic  crackle, 
then  a  weak  voice: 

"We  hear  you!  We  hear  you! " 

"Comrade  Fajorl  They’re  answering!"  the  operator  yelled  joyfully. 
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7.  Andreyev  seized  the  microphone, 

"Sergeant  BruzhininJ  How  are  your  people?" 

"AH  alive,  comrade  Major,"  reported  Yuriy  Brushinin*  "Water  seeping 
in*  Duty  light  is  on*  Breathing  is  fairly  difficult*" 

"Hold  on,  comrades;  we  will  help  socr," 

Ths  major  ordered  spare  strength  to  be  conserved  -  they  were  not  to 
move  needlessly,  not  to  speak,  to  try  carefully  to  use  compressed  air  from 
the  tank  for  starting  the  motor.  Already  15  minutes  of  watery  captivity 
had  passed,  The  water  level  was  rising.  The  space  in  the  tank  between  the 
water  and  the  top  became  so  small  that  four  people,  picking  up  their  legs 
and  pressing  together,  fully  occupied  the  area,  Air  diminished  more  and 
more*  The  compressed  air  tank  was  under  water.  The  gun  layer  vent  down 
and  grabbed  at  it.  At  first  he  was  'unsuccessful.  Ho  tried  again, .and 
again.  He  made  it*  Breathing  grew  e*.  ^er.  But  the  air  pressure  rose, 
causing  sharp  pain  in  the  ears  and  nodse  ^  the  head*  When  breathing  be¬ 
came  so  difficult  that  one  comrade  was  injure^,,  the  other  three  moved  quickly 
to  help  him.  Their  heads  spun  from  oaygen  starvation;  their  ears  rang;  their 
hands  and  legs  lost  their  feeling.  Nevertheless  these  three  farced  themselves 
to  move  to  help  their  comrade,  who  was  erven  worse.  Their  willpower  was  in¬ 
credible,  After  spreading  an  overcoat  over  the  defensive  cannon,  they  laid 
their  weakened,  unconscious  comrade  there. 

At  this  time  a  diver  arrived*  lines  were  attached  to  the  tank,  and  the 
evacuation  began, 

"Comrade  Kajor,  we  cannot  breathe... We  are  losing  consciousness," 

"All  is  ready," 

The  four  quiet  men  moved  from  thcar  place.  The  rope  stretched.  Finally, 
the  sunk  machine  appeared  at  the  surface.  In  an  instant  the  hatch  was  opened, 
The  rescued  ones  caught  good,  friendly,  ardent  hands.  For  four  hours  and  50 
minutes  the  crew  had  stayed  under  the  water  and  soil,  but  their  commander 
and  comrades  on  the  surface  had  put  forth  desperate  efforts  in  order  to  rescue 
the  crew  that  found  itself  trapped. 

Four  resolute,  skilled  tankers  passed  their  severe  test  with  honor.  They 
wore  all  1?,  Komsomolists,  The  commander  of  the  tank  Sergeant  Yuriy  Druzhl- 
nin  was  from  Moscow.  He  *\»rked  in  a  scientific  research  institute  after 
technical  school.  Gun  layer  Leonid  Pur  gin  was  from  Gorkov,  with  a  worker's 
background.  He  completed  the  tenth  year  at  middle  school,  then  worked  in  a 
factory  as  a  metal  craftsman.  The  metal  worker  and  the  Moscow  driver-mechanic 
Sergey  Kuzyakin  were  both  bora  in  the  last  decade.  Loader  Aleksey  Fsofilaktov 
was  also  from  Moscow*  He  finished  middle  school  and  toiled  as  a  lathe  operator. 

Having  fallen  in  a  desperate  situation,  they  retained  their  presenes  of 
mind  and  thought  not  only  of  themselves  but  also  about  each  other, 
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In  a  word,  they  acted  as  though  in  a  real  war*  It  was  significant  that 
the  fathers  of  all  four  hadfought  at  the  front  in  the  Great  Patriotic  War* 
Not  once  had  their  sons  heard  their  emotional  stories  about  hot  war,  about 
strong  friendships  at  the  front#  Having  fallen  into  a  difficult  situation, 
they  conducted  themselves  as  their  fathers  had  told  them  to,  a3  their  e cm- 
mander  had  taught,  These  fellows  ware  saved  by  courage,  discipline,  for¬ 
titude,  military  comradeship* 


Grow  of  a  military  machine*  From  left  to 
right:  Private  L.  Pur gin,  Sergeant  Tu, 
Druzhinin,  Private  A*  Feofilaktov,  Private 
S#  Kuzyakin 


Druzhinin,  KuzyaldLn,  Pur gin,  and  Feofilaktov  passed  several  days  in  the 
hospital#  They  recouped  their  strength  and  returned  to  work# 

Their  skillful  and courageous  actions,  their  discipline,  and  their  self- 
control  are  instructive  for  all  soldiers. 

During  military  training  and  in  the  process  of  preparing  lessons,  com¬ 
manders  and  political  workers  carry  out  measures  to  warn  tankers  of  excessive 
aolf-confidence,  carelessness,  aoting  like  an  "underwater  daredevil#"  Some¬ 
one  has  never  successfully  gone  under  the  water  may  aspire  to  overcome 
water  barriers  at  top  speed,  but  during  tank  preparations  they  don’t  do  every¬ 
thing  according  to  instructions.  During  on®  training  session  a  crew  pre¬ 
pared  the  machine  carelessly  for  underwater  driving,  and  the  driver-mechanic 
did  not  drive  it  in  the  prescribed  gear,  in  violation  of  safety  regulations# 

The  result  was  that  the  tank  leaked  a  large  amount  of  water  during  the  crossing# 
And  only  clear  management  by  the  director  averted  stopping  of  the  machine  under 
water#  The  party  bureau  quickly  reacted  to  this  and  gave  extra  training  to 
tills  and  other  crews# 

In  teaching  tankers  underwater  driving  cversimpUficati  on  and  weakening 
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are  intolerable*  They  seriously  influence  not  only  the  quality  of  teaching 
but  also  moral-psychological  hardening.  Let  us  explain  this  with  an  example. 
Tankers  of  one  sub-unit  were  studying  underwater  driving,,  Seas  troops 
trained  in  tank  preparations.  Another  group  worked  out  techniques  of  driving 
without  observation  equipment.  A  third  carried  out  exercises  in  underwater 
driving.  Outwardly  it  appeared  that  all  had  been  thought  out  in  advance 
with  lessons  going  according  to  plan.  But  this  was  only  external. 

If  one  looked  at  them  attentively,  it  would  be  clear  that  the  tark  crews 
wono  learning  in  a  narrow,  shallow  resevoir.  Crossing  it  required  only  a  few 
minutes.  Xu  a  word,  the  tankers  still  had  not  felt  underwater  conditions. 

Aud  the  ones  crossing  did  so  in  machines  prepared  by  other  crews.  Only  one 
tank  was  under  water. 

The  result  of  the  lessons  would  have  been  completely  different  if  they 
had  used  a  wider  water  >arrier,  and  each  crew  had  carried  out  all  stages  of 
tank  preparation.  In  uhis  case  important  warnings  of  deficiencies  and  con¬ 
cern  about  correcting  theu  were  lacking.  Thus,  the  lessons  were  not  carried 
out  efficiently  and  tho  underwater  driving  was  sham  practice  and  the  soldiers 
received  little  moral  and  psychological  tempering. 

The  political  workers  of  the  unit  and  elements  are  continually  at  the 
water  driving  area  while  units  are  working  out  exercises  in  underwater  driving. 
They  scrutinize  the  content  of  the  lessons,  require  from  the  director  and 
personally  take  measures  to  insure  that  before  the  lesson  thorough  reconnais¬ 
sance  of  the  underwater  route  is  organized  so  that  evacuation  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  in  accordance  with  the  director's  orders  if  necessary.  Political 
workers  do  not  sucstitute  for  element  officers j  they  turn  the  tankers'  atten¬ 
tions  to  the  necessary  strengthening  of  organization  and  help  vdth  advice. 

For  fulfillment  of  exercises  exact  and  absolute  observation  by  tankers 
of  safety  measures  acquires  great  importance.  These  measures  are  dictated 
by  the  speoifio  conditions  of  underwater  tank  driving.  Commanders  and 
political  v-^ors  organize  a  period  of  explanation  to  personn<  1  of  the 
director's  requirements,  rules  of  safety  for  underwater  driving;  they  mobilize 
the  troops  to  study  thoroughly  in  order  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  those 
rules;  they  are  concerned  with  guaranteeing  the  crew  special  clothes,  diving 
equipment,  and  protective  means  for  rendering  help  in  any  way  needed. 

Along  with  party  and  kom3omol  organizations,  the  deputy  political  com¬ 
mander  strives  for  excellence  of  communists  and  komsomolists  in  studies, 
propagandises  thfr  leading  experiences,  appraises  each  crew,  describes 
the  mistakes  crt,ws  make, tad  leads  short  discussions  on  successful  acts  of 
the  best-  soldiers. 

Considerable  work  is  done  with  the  troops  concerning  evacuation  service. 
Requirements  of  the  director  are  explained,  recalling  the  importance  of  con¬ 
stant  observation  of  tankers  and  readiness  to  help  thorn  at  any  moment.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  courage  and  heroism  by  men  at  the  front  are  popularised,  Cne  of 
the  most  important  tasks  of  political  workers  is  to  strive  for  constant  readi¬ 
ness  of  the  rescue  service . 
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And  how  are  underwater  driving  lessons  conducted  at  the  regimental  club? 
Accumulated  knowledge  teaches:  the  work  place  for  underwater  driving  lessons 
must  be  the  water  training  area.  But  the  club  can  have  an  essential  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  attitude  of  the  troops  and  the  quality  of  the  lessons  since  it 
has  means  of  technical  propaganda  at  its  disposal. 

The  club  of  tank  unit  "X"  develops  its  work  in  an  interesting  and  pur¬ 
poseful  manner.  The  day  before  underwater  driving  lessons,  the  club  organ¬ 
izes  a  radio  broadcast  for  the  troops  and  shows  military  training  films.  Dur¬ 
ing  lessons  the  latest  new  is  brought  to  the  troops  and  radio  shows  and 
photo  displays  are  presented.  After  the  lessons  radio  news  and  bulletins  arc 
issued,  For  example,  the  editors  of  a  local  radio  broadcasting  unit  organized 
a  program  on  the  themes  "Iron  Discipline  and  Organization  -  Guarantees  of  Mas¬ 
tering  Underwater  Driving,"  "Safety  Measures  For  Underwater  Driving,"  "They 
Excelled  During  the  '-Jar  Years."  All  the  crews  of  one  company  performed  wall 
in  training.  On  the  same  day  the  club  organized  a  radio  broadcast  called 
"People  and  Deeds  of  the  Foremost  Company." 

There  were  occasions  when  tankers  broke  safety  regulations  during  les¬ 
sons.  The  commander  and  political  depaty  having  discussed  this  with  the  club, 
the  club  organized  a  series  of  radio  broadcasts  in  which  it  criticized  those 
who  viola tew  the  director’s  requirements  and  the  rules  of  underwater  driving 
of  a  war  machine.  Such  broadcasts  had  a  charitable  influence  on  negligent 
soldiers. 

The  release  of  the  club  picture  newspaper  "Training  Day  of  Driver-Me¬ 
chanic  A,  Solovev"  was  mot  with  great  interest  on  the  part  of  the  troops. 
Another  club  paper  was  entitled  "Preparation  of  The  Tank  For  Underwater  Dri¬ 
ving."  It  was  no  accident  that  they  were  met  with  interest.  The  sequence 
of  preparations  of  a  tank  for  underwater  movement  and  safety  rules  were  por¬ 
trayed  in  them. 

Since  tankers  in  training  cannot  always  hear  the  latest  news,  the  club 
taped  a  report  and  gave  it  to  personnel  at  a  convenient  time.  This  allowed 
the  troops  to  keep  up  with  the  events  of  domestic  and  international  life. 

The  unit  club  widely  used  form  of  publicizing  leading  experience  such  as 
publication  of  photo  bulletins  leaflets  like  the  one  which  read  "Skillful 
Actions  of  Tankers"  and  was  dedicated  to  the  crew  commanded  by  Jr,  Sgt.  A, 
Bliganov  and  V,  Stukalin.  This  crew  repeatedly  made  successful  underwater 
river  crossings.  Thanks  to  the  actions  of  komsomolist  0.  Petrov  the  bold 
leaflet  "He  Saved  the  life  of  a  Comrade"  was  published.  Picture  bulletins 
such  as  "Tanker  Sibirtsev,"  "Underwater  Ace,"  and  "Tank  Commander"  told  unit 
personnel  about  the  actions  of  these  masters  of  military  deeds. 

Concrete  club  work  actively  influenced  the  quality  of  lessons  on  military 
and  specialized  preparations,  promoted  political  and  military  education  of  per¬ 
sonnel,  and  spread  and  instilled  the  foremost  experience  of  underwater  tank 
driving. 

But  at  that  point  the  lessons  end*.-:.  The  commander  and  his  technical  and 
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political  deputies  mad®  «  detailed  examination  of  their  subordinates  *  actions, 
evaluated  the  work  of  the  crews,  and  determined  the  victors  of  the  socialist 
competition.  The  deputy  political  commander  discussed  the  leading  role  of  com¬ 
munists  and  komsomolists,  the  work  of  party  and  kcmscraol  activists,  the  unit 
agitators,  the  editors  of  military  leaflets,  the  communist  group  organization. 
Finally  at  the  analysis  session  he  made  rooomaendations  concerning  the  instil¬ 
ling  of  leading  experience. 

During  the  period  of  underwater  tank  driving,  the  party-political  work 
is  transferred  to  the  water  training  site  and  is  directed  toward  the  ultimate 
perfection  of  the  troops*  moral-political  and  psychological  qualities}  to  tho 
raising  of  conscientiousness  and  military  mastery  by  tankers;  to  the  strength¬ 
ening  of  their  wills,  discipline,  courage,  initiative,  and  love  for  the  tech¬ 
niques  of  war;  to  the  development  of  a  feeling  of  responsibility  for  preser¬ 
ving  these  techniques;  to  the  strict  observation  of  safety  measures  and  the 
continual  maintenance  of  military  preparedness. 
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IN  LESSCNS  AS  IN  BATTLE 


jftiiepor.  Par,  far  off  tho  dove-colored  haze  hid  the  enemy-held  shore* 
Sub-units  and  units  v£  the  Easterners  came  to  the  river.  Their  former  home¬ 
land  remained  behind*  They  had  gone  many  ten's  of  kiloastora  with  the  war* 
Ignoring  fatigue,  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  bustled  about  the  tanks, 
cannon,  rocket  launchers,  transport  and  specialised  machines.  The  commander 
and  staff  worked  out  data  on  the  situation,  calculated,  decidod,  gave  out 
orders.  Unit  and  sub-unit  political  workers  and  party  organizations  unfolded 
a  struggle  for  fulfillment  of  military  duties.  Shortly,  an  open  party  and 
komsomol  meeting  was  held.  Everywhere  military  educational  work  seethed. 

Each  person  understood  the  seriousness  of  the  forthcoming  tasks  and  prepared 
themselves  for  success  with  a  feeling  of  great  responsibility. 

You  see,  the  forcing  of  the  mighty  water  line,  the  right  bank  of  which 
was  held  by  the  enemy  Westerners,  was  in  prospect. 

The  history  of  the  military  art  leads  past  isolated  accounts  of  crossings 
of  big  rivers,  crossings  that  were  successful  because  of  the  special  displays 
of  valor  by  the  soldiers  and commanding  skill  by  the  leaders.  The  offensive 
with  forced  crossings  is  the  most  difficult  of  military  operations.  Water  lines 
separate,  albeit  tenporarlly,  the  front  and  rear  organizations.  All  crossings 
are  very  vulnerable  to  rocket  attacks,  artillery  fire,  and  planes.  The  use  of 
reserves  from  the  rear  areas  is  impeded. 

Before  the  commander  and  staff  lay  a  most  difficult  task  ~  trying  to  b® 
strong  on  both  shores.  A  rapid  charge  across  the  Dnieper  was  needed  for  this. 

It  was  not  by  chance  that  the  commander,  political  worker,  and  staff  worked  all 
night  in  tense  concentration  to  resolve  this  problem... 

Dawn.  Each  unit,  tank,  cannon  was  ready  to  attack. 

Already  the  artillery  thundered.  The  Easterners  began  to  neutralize  the 
Westerners  with  a  layer  of  fire.  The  artillery  salvos  were  strengthened  by 
rockets  and  bomb3,  Firey  plumes  rose  on  the  enemy  bank.  The  Westerners 
opened  answering  fire  and  launched  a  massive  plane  attack  on  the  Easterners. 

A  transient  air  war  of  supersonic  planes  began.  The  firo  duel  was  short. 

'-1th  the  last  salvo3  of  artillery  from  the  ’Western  shore  of  the  Dnieper,  the 
Easterners  began  the  crossing,  Cfaly  hundreds  of  tanks  and  armored  transport 
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vehicles  could  be  seen  moving  across  the  huge  space  of  the  Dnieper.  Cleaving 
its  cold  waters  and  disturbing  the  mirror-surface,  they  opened  fire  on  the 
y  from  all  sides. 

Having  crossed  to  the  enemy  shore,  the  powerful  armored  machines  rushed 
into  the  depths  of  the  enemy  defensive  position.  There,  across  the  Itaieper, 
the  paratroop  landing  was  already  taking  place.  Engineering  forces  set  up 
several  pontoon  bridges  in  rapid  succession,  over  which  the  Easterners1  col¬ 
umns  poured.  Here  no  boats  or  rafts  were  needed. 

Participants  in  the  Great  Patriotic  War  remember  the  huge  expenditure 
of  strength  and  costly  sacrifices  that  were  made  in  crossing  the  Dnieper  at 
the  BukrinskAya  Bend  in  tho  autum  of  19li3#  The  reinforcements  of  sappers 
and  the  local  population  together  required  11  days  to  build  a  bridge  700m 
long.  That  was  in  the  last  war,  when  our  army  did  not  have  rapid  deployment 
pontoon  bridges,  automatic  caterpillar  ferries,  floatable  tanks  and  armored 
transport  vehicles,  and  special  underwater  driving  equipment. 

In  the  "Dnieper, "  "Dvina,"  and  "Armed  Brotherhood"  Exercises,  our  forces 
showed  how  to  force  water  barriers.  These  exercises  confirmed  that  the 
material- technical  base  of  our  forces  would  permit  units  rapidly  to  force 
rivers  on  a  wide  front,  continuing  to  attack  just  as  they  had  done  up  to  tho 
water  lin®.  But  much  persistent  study  in  field  exercises  is  necessary  for 
this. 


Tactical  studies  are  the  most  important  means  of  raising  the  forces' 
capabilities,  ability  to  make  decisions,  and  military  perfection.  In  many 
ways  they  determine  the  level  of  unit  preparedness  and  are  an  indication 
of  the  units'  military  preparedness.  The  importance  of  field  exercises  under 
modem  conditions  when  the  technical  equipment  of  the  army  has  grown  imntesur- 
ably  is  especially  well  understood.  Nuclear  rocketry  has  required  a  whole 
new  set  of  maneuvers  on  the  part  of  our  forces.  Many  tactics  now  are  based 
on  the  forcing  of  rivers,  bays,  and  other  water  barriers  and  therefore  become 
serious  tests  for  tankers,  motorized  rifle  units,  intelligence  troops,  sappers 
in  overcoming  water  lines  under  conditions  of  war. 

The  rich  experience  of  tho  Soviet  Armed  Forces  convinces  one  that  the 
essential  influence  on  the  quality  of  tactical  studies,  and,  as  a  result,  on 
the  level  of  field  training  of  tank  units,  is  concrete,  purposeful,  and  con¬ 
tinual  party-political  work.  It  provides  a  deeper  understanding  by  personnel 
of  the  rules  and  peculiarities  of  contemporary  general  warfare,  of  tho  rules 
for  using  military  equipment,  and,  finally,  of  problem  resolution  in  teaching 
the  troops  what  is  demanded  by  war.  In  each  concrete  circumstance,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  party-political  work  is  determined  by  the  missions  set  before  each 
unit  or  sub-unit. 

During  the  preparation  and  implementation  of  lessons,  the  full  arsenal 
o*  means  for  party-political  work  is  directed  toward  the  education  of  troops 
in  high  offensive  spirit,  aspiration  to  fulfill  military  tasks,  desire  to 
master  the  bs3t  way  of  using  equipment  and  weapons,  continual  maintenance  of 
strict  organization,  vigilance,  and  discipline.  As  is  correct,  during  this 
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period  commanders,  political  workers,  the  engineer-technical  staff  and  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  reserve  can  actively  prepare  personnel  (for  lessons)  and  equip¬ 
ment  and  teaching  aids  so  that  material- technical  security  will  be  planned 
out  in  every  way, 

Hie  important  organizing  base  of  all  this  is  the  plan#  For  example,  the 
deputy  political  commander  of  a  tank  company,  battalion,  or  any  unit,  after 
having  sized  up  the  lessons  that  are  planned,  their  duration,  peculiarities, 
conditions  of  materiel  provision,  will  outline  measures  for  lesson  preparation 
by  party  and  komsomol  organizational  the  political  workers  will  work  with 
officers,  sergeants,  and  various  categories  of  specialists  (tank  commanders, 
driver-mechanics,  intelligence,  drivers)  to  determine  the  direction  of  agita¬ 
tional  propaganda  and  mass  cultural  work,  it  form  and  content#  In  view  of 
the  possibility  of  underwater  tanks  overcaning  water  linos  (though  beforehand 
this  may  not  necessarily  be  known),  he  checks  over  the  work  of  crew  prepara¬ 
tion  of  machines  for  underwater  driving  and  watches  the  crossing  then  it  does 
take  place# 

It  is  sometimes  noticed  that  detached  political  workers,  little  acquainted 
with  party  work  and  the  conditions  of  war,  have  a  passion  for  measuring#  If, 
for  example,  a  discussion  on  driving  rules  is  in  prospect,  they  will,  try  with¬ 
out  fail  to  collect  every  person  in  the  unit.  VJhesi  the  discussion  is  intended, 
say,  for  signal  troops  only,  then  the  officer  participates  before  the  start  of 
the  movie,  at  which  time  troops  of  all  specialties  are  supposed  to  attend. 

This  complicated  educational  work  and,  therefore,  in  our  view,  is  not  advis¬ 
able#  Plans  should  be  made  thoughtfully,  with  consideration  of  the  place, 
time,  and  requirements.  Certain  statistical  investigations  concerning  the 
participation  of  servicemen  in  various  activities  are  not  without  interest. 

It  turns  out  that  measurements  made  on  a  regimental  scale,  a3  is  correct, 
show  a  participation  rate  of  only  hO-%0%  of  all  personnel;  at  the  battalion 
level  70  -  80&;  within  a  company  close  to  100^.  Ibis  again  confirms  the  fact 
that  the  center  of  party-political  work  is  the  company  or  battery#  H&nely,  it 
is  here  where  the  conditions  for  practical  application  of  the  principles  of 
party-political  work  -  clearness  of  purpose,  operational  effectiveness,  dif¬ 
ferentiation  of  approach,  and  fullest  possible  coverage  of  personnel  -  are 
available# 

Great  staff  and  officer  preparation  efforts  for  guaranteeing  successful 
actions  of  the  personnel  in  field  exercises  must  be  put  forth  before  beginning 
tank  lessons,  The  fundamental  transformation  of  military  affairs  resulting 
from  the  shortening  of  the  term  of  service  has  made  demands  upon  tank  units 
in  this  regard. 

The  role  of  the  commander  and  all  officers  at  lessons  on  overcoming 
water  barriers  •  >  tinuos  to  Increase#  They  bear  full  responsibility  for 
avoiding  under^v v  incidents  and  for  the  organization  and  implementation  of 
crossings.  Thte  i  ^gulations  of  war  oblige  cctoandt-s  of  all  levels  personally 
to  oversee  the  p  xitical  and  military  education  of  subordinates,  being  guided 
by  their  activities  in  party  and  komsomol  organizations,  They  must  use  all 
their  strength  to  achieve  successful  fulfillment  of  lessons  and  military  duties, 

Hie  arming  of  officers  with  the  leading  experience  of  party-political 
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work  is  a  component  part  of  all  military  and  tactical  training  preparations. 
In  units  with  a  headquarters  company,  engineers,  technicians,  officers  of 
the  staff  usually  conduct  seminars  on  the  forms  andcontent  of  political-edu¬ 
cational  work  in  training,  mootings,  group  discussions,  as  well  as  indivi¬ 
dual  instruction,  with  the  above  goal  in  mind#  Party  bureau  staffs  of 
party  organisations  give  communists  the  task  of  promoting  the  strengthening 
of  educational  work  with  intelligence,  signal,  sapper,  repair,  and  roar  ser¬ 
vice  units.  It  should  of  course  not  be  overlooked  that  they  can  also  bo 
given  the  mission  of  carrying  on  talks  or  organizational  work  in  sub-units. 
Communists  of  all  the  major  services  of  the  headquarters  and  rear  partici¬ 
pate  in  this# 

Party-political  work  with  officers  of  one  tank  unit  of  the  Red  Banner 
Belorussian  Military  District  is  conducted  in  this  way  during  preparations 
for  lessons#  A  meeting  was  held  in  the  party  organization  headquarters  at 
which  communists  reviewed  their  duties,  exposed  shortcomings  in  lesson  pre¬ 
parations,  and;  outlined  corrective  measures#  Tactical  theory  an  sub-units 
rapidly  overcoming  rivers  in  tanks  along  the  bottom  was  taught#  A  list  of 
literature  and  magazines  recommended  in  conjunction  with  tactical,  studies 
was  passed  out#  Tho  approach  of  the  tanks  of  a  sub-unit,  tactical  examples 
of  for.ing  water  barriers,  and  materials  with  descriptions  of  the  experience 
of  party-politioal  work  at  lessons  are  among  the  major  schemes  of  action 
found  n  this  literature.  During  the  evening  qualifying  officers  conducted 
consultations  on  possible  hydrological  problems  that  might  beoncountered  in 
lessons,  on  the  factors  of  nuclear  weapons,  on  the  main  methods  of  sealing 
tanks,  and  on  the  peculiarities  of  their  underwater  driving. 

Lectures  to  widen  the  theoretical  horizons  of  officers  were  promoted 
on  the  themes :  "Peculiarities  of  Forcing  Water  Barriers  By  Crossing  of 
Tanks  Underwater,'1  "Possible  Radiological  and  Hydrological  Situations  At 
Water  Lines,"  and  "The  Organization  of  Re 3 cue  Service  at  Water  lines#" 

Military-scientific  conferences  on  the  themes  of  the  lessons  were  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  unit  in  addition  to  commander^  duties,  resolution  of  tactical 
problems,  and  headquarters  training  sessions.  After  a  speech  by  the  unit 
commander  on  contemporary  views  on  the  speed  of  the  offensive  of  land  forces 
with  tanks  overcoming  water  varriers,  others  participated  in  the  conference# 
She  deputy  political  commander  gave  report  on  the  theme  "Party-Political 
Work  During  Offensive  War  Cn  the  Experience  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War#" 

Other  participants  gave  talks  on  the  themes  s  "Deployment  of  Sub-Units  During 
Forcing  of  Rivers  By  Tanks  Underwater,"  "Paths  of  Shortening  Time  For  Sealing 
Tanks  When  Warned  of  Efcerny  Nuclear  Strikes,"  "Night  Forcing  of  Rivers,"  and 
"Principles  of  Using  Water  Lines  For  Defense  From  a  Foreign  Army#" 

The  speeches  of  the  conference  were  creatively  prepared,  with  the  use 
of  special  literature  and  experiences  accummulated  in  tho  unit. 

The  deputy  regimental  political  commander  plans  and  conducts  special 
training  just  for  political  worker?  before  the  start  of  tactical  lessons. 

Tha  seminar  helps  them  to  remember  certain  theories  of  general  war,  tho  use 
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of  arms  of  mass  destruction,  particularities  of  the  organization  of  mili¬ 
tary  actions  by  the  enemy,  and  tho  apthodr  of  Implementing  Important  points 
in  party-political  work  during  lessons®  The  lesson  thessa  for  political 
workers  can  be  varied#  The  important  thing  is  that  they  clearly  predeter¬ 
mine  how  sub-units  will  act  under  certain  circumstances,  what  duties  the 
sub-units  will  carry  out,  and  what  the  political  workers  should  do  in  order 
to  aid  the  sub-units  in  their  mission. 

During  the  preparatory  period  of  Noticed  training  the  experience  of 
past  wars  must  be  more  aotivoly  used  and  sore  boldly  propagandised.  Al¬ 
though  a  revolution  has  occurred  in  military  affairs  in  reoant  years  which 
has  seriously  altered  the  technical  means  of  war,  armfiaaents,  troop  organi¬ 
zation  «  bringing  about  much  which  is  new  in  fighting  methods,  the  military 
experience  gained  on  the  battlefields  of  the  great Patriotic  liar  has  "not 
loaFTt's '  sl^ifloahco  even  today®'  At  the'  ‘Jubilee  KQitaay-^ScLentlilc  "j>S 
Years  of  Soviet  Armed  forces"  Conference  it  was  emphasized  that  in  the  future 
it  would  be  necessary  to  summarize  and  analyze  the  experience  of  the  civil 
and  Great  Patriotic  Wars. 

During  the  Great  Patriotic  War,  Soviet  officer-tankers  showed  mastery 
of  driving  tanks;  they  wore  bold  and  decisive  commanders  and  successful 
educators,  Under  difficult  military  conditions,  they  constantly  sought  and 
found  such  tactical  methods  as  allowed  the  greatest  use  of  the  military 
capability  of  tho  tanks,  to  the  point  of  dictating  their  will  to  the  enemy 
and  reaching  over  him  for  decisive  victory.  Officer-tankers  unraveled 
enemy  manoeuvers,  answered  with  countermoves,  warned  of  oncay  blows,  and 
used  the  best  moment  for  the  rapid  forcing  of  water  barriers.  The  names  of 
such  magnificent  organisers  of  tank  forces  a3  S.  I.  Bogdanov,  A.  Kh.  Babad¬ 
zhanyan,  A.  S,  Burdoynyy,  A.  L.  Getraan,  I.  I.  Gysakovskiy,  D.  A,  DragunsldLy, 
M.  Ye,  Katukov,  A.  G,  Kravchenko,  D,  D,  Iliyushenko,  A,  I,  Pcraiyevakiy, 

P.  A.  Potalstrov,  P.  S.  Kybalko,  P.  P,  Poluboyarov,  I.  I.  Yakiibovskly,  and 
others  were  good  news. 

It  io  no  secret  that  there  are  fewer  and  fewer  officers  in  our  units 
who  participated  in  tho  Great  Patriotic  War,  Therefore,  it  is  important 
to  propagandize  the  experiences  of  these  officers  more  with  books  on  mili¬ 
tary  service  and  military  memoires  and  all  the  new,  interesting  works  that 
come  out  each  yoar  so  that  officers  will  acquire  a  taste  for  reading  maga¬ 
zines  like  Kcnmunist  Bf orushennykh  Sil  (Communist  Armed  Forces),  Voycnnyi 
vastaik  Itaiftary  H&v’IdTT'S^d'  VoyermcHist'oricheskly  zhmvqalTJ oumal  of~ 
l&XTG&y  lEetoxy ) , 11 1 35T *  wBich  the  experience  oflnilitary  and  parby-poSticcu. 
worFIn  tH9"  Groat  Patriotic  War  is  illuminated.  In  propaganda  accumulated 
by  tank  forces  are  details  of  the  actions  of  tank  and  mechanized  units  in 
difficult  situations  during  deep  tank  raids  into  the  enemy  rear  and  outing 
the  forcing  of  V3ter  lines.  These  stories  must  be  thoroughly  analyzed  and 
taught. 

Important  educational  work  is  carried  out  in  the  preparatory  period  as 
wall  as  at  other  time 3,  with  different  categories  of  soldiers.  Tne  success 
of  any  tactical  study  in  overcoming  water  barriers  depends  to  a  great  extent 
on  the  skillful  actions  of  tank  commanders,  driver-mechanics,  driver-re con- 
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naissano©  soldiers,  diODiical-dosix^ter  forces,  rescue  troops,  signal  corps, 
sapper  So  Darias  the  overcoming  of  water  barriers  with  underwater  tanka  lead¬ 
ing  the  way,  each  of  these  groups  carries  out  a  responsible  mission. 

Wa  spoke  about  the  important  mission  of  the  tank  commander  in.  the  process 
of  training  the  crew  in  the  water  simulator  earlier^  Her©  we  must  emphasize 
that  during  preparations,  and  implementation  of  tactical  studies,  his  signifi¬ 
cance  is  immeasurably  greater  and  more  complex.  He  heads  the  crew  and  carries 
full  responsibility  for  their  military  preparedness,  for  the  quality  of  the 
preparations  of  the  war  machine  for  underwater  movement,  for  exact  observation 
of  the  roles  of  underwater  driving,  and  for  the  crew's  actions  under  enemy 
nuclear  attack.  Vihon  the  tank  has  an  accident  underwater,  the  tank  commander 
organises  rescue.  At  this  moment  a  new  responsibility  is  laid  upon  Mm. 

Afecfve  ell,  he  is  the  man  who  substitutes  for  the  driver-mechanic  in  case  of 
necessity.  Therefore,  on  the  day  before  tactical  study,  complete  preparation 
of  the  tank  commander  is  given  new  attention.  In  a  word,  measures  that  actively 
promote  the  development  of  high  moral-political,  psychological,  and  military 
qualities  and  arm  the  tank  commander  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  of  poli¬ 
tical-educational  work  with  substitutes  are  implemented. 

The  driver-mechanic  fills  a  special  place  in  lessons  concerning  the 
forcing  of  water  barriers  by  tanks  underwater.  If  the  brains  of  the  tank 
ercy,  emphasized  the  great  Marshal  of  Armored  Forces  P.  Rotmistrov,  is  the 
commander,  then  the  heart  of  the  crew  is  the  driver-mechanic.  On  him  lies 
the  greatest  physical  load  and  the  responsibility  for  continual  military 
readiness  of  the  machine.  Success  in  marching,  attacking,  and  forcing  water 
barriers  and  radioactive  zones  depends  often  on  the  skillful,  masterful 
actions  of  the  driver-mechanics,  on  their  technical  add.  tactical  competence, 
and  cm  their  endurance,  courage,  and  heroism. 

t 

Coanonders  and  political  workers  of  sub-units,  engineer-technical 
corps,  and  party  and  komsomol  organizations  continually  attend  to  the  com¬ 
plete  preparation  of  the  driver-mechanic,  especially  before  tactical  training, 
lessons  are  organized  with  them  an  regulations,  directions,  manuals,  safety 
measures,  driving  of  war  me chines.  Units  often  have  technical  conferences, 
quiz  shows,  and  evenings  of  questions  and  answers.  These  measures  allow 
better  learning  and  inculcation  of  the  foremost  experience  of  the  best  dri¬ 
ver-mechanics  in  the  minds  ox  young  tankers. 

During  the  stuefy  of  underwater  crossings,  reconnaissance  men  must  ck> 
difficult  work.  As  is  correct,  these  are  excellent  swimmers,  experienced 
uiderwater  men,  resolute  and  self-controlled  soldiers.  From  their  dexterous 
actions  comes  the  possibility  of  rapid  passage  of  tanks  underwater.  Under 
the  conditions  of  war,  diver-reconnaissance  men  must  not  only  study  the 
character  of  the  bottom  to  determine  the  possibility  of  tank  crossings  but 
also  clear  mines  and  obstacles. 

It  is  known  that  in  the  armies  of  Imperialist  governments  great  signi¬ 
ficance  is  given  to  the  creation  of  underwater  sabotage  groups  with  thoroujfi 
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preparations  and  tha  capability  for  powerful  attack*  In  the  US,  England,  and 
other  armies  the  military  eaperience  of  Italian,  German,  and  Japanese  under¬ 
water  saboteurs  is  studied  and  used  in  aggressive  wars  against  the  freedom- 
loving  peoples  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

All  this  must  be  learned  during  tha  preparation  of  cur  underwater  recon¬ 
naissance.  Tasks  consist  of  arming  reconnaissance  men  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  properties  of  water  barriers,  the  use  of  special  equipment,  tha  acquiring 
of  a  feeling  of  responsibility  for  assignments,  the  systematic  growth  in  each 
of  them  of  boldness,  initiative,  attentiveness,  resourcefulness,  endurance,  and 
other  vital  qualities. 

The  overcoming  of  water  varriers  with  tanks  underwater  leading  the  way 
requires  calculated  and  well-organised  work  by  evacuation  rescue  troops.  The 
meaning  of  this  type  of  service  consists  in  paths  for  rapid  evacuation ' of 
tank  crews  underwater  or  the  carrying  out  of  rescue  work  in  a  flooded  tank 
to  guarantee  regular  work  along  underwater  routes  and  the  safely  of  tank  move¬ 
ment.  Evacuation  rescue  service  is  organized  at  each  underwater  crossing  and 
is  formulated  from  personnel  of  repair  units,  sappers,  divers,  and  the  medical 
corps.  To  be  successful,  evacuation  rescue  troops  roust  be  skillful  swimmers 
appropriately  prepared  for  diving  and  accustomed  to  working  underwater  in  order 
to  organize  the  evacuation  of  crews  and  machines.  In  consideration  of  this, 
commanders,  political  workers,  party  and  komsomol  organizations  conduct  edu¬ 
cational  work  with  them.  They  explain  the  importance  of  rapid  and  skillful 
actions  during  rescue  work  and  aid  them  in  their  first  attests  at  learning 
with  instruction,  directions,  leaflets.  Curing  the  lesson  periods  party  and 
komsomol  groups  are  created,  agitation  is  decided  upon,  and  war  leaflets  are 
edited  in  rescue  service  sub-units.  The  leaflets  are  subsequently  used  to 
provide  detailed  instructions  and  advise  on  how  best  to  carry  cut  educational 
work. 


In  one  unit  with  rescue  troops  the  day  before  lessons  oduoational  work 
was  conducted.  The  deputy  regimental  political  commander  and  the  technical 
workers  charged  with  organizing  this  service  conducted  discussion,  constructed 
party  group  organs  andkomsomol  group  organs,  and,  with  them,  reviewed  the 
arrangement  of  ccmmunists  and  komsomolists  in  groups.  Agitators  and  editors 
of  war  pamphlets  received  vital  materials  andinstruction.  Engineer  Captain 
V.  Rovnik,  a  member  of  the  party  committee,  recalled  safety  measures  ancLrules 
for  attaching  tow  lines  to  towing  hooks  of  tanks  underwater.  Rescue  service 
troops  listened  to  a  discussion  of  the  theme:  "Rules  of  Penetration  into 
Flooded  Tanks  and  Organization  of  Rescue  of  the  Crew,"  "Procedure  of  Attaching 
Towlines  and  Towing  Off  the  Tank,"  "Rules  of  Descending  Underwater,"  "Demon¬ 
stration  of  First  Aid  to  Victims,"  and  "Actions  Under  Ehemy  Nuclear  Attack." 

In  order  for  the  party  to  influence  the  troops  continually  during  train¬ 
ing,  political  workers  and  tha  party  bureau  (party  committee)  must  be  concerned 
with  preparations  for  study  between  the  troops  and  party  and  komsomol  activists. 
Bio  support  of  each  party  organization  in  carrying  out  party  policies,  in 
practical  implementation  oi  decisions  of  party  meetings,  in  the  mobilization 
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of  all  unit  personnel  for  successful  resolution  of  duties  of  tactical 
lessens  is  important.  Various  forms  of  organisational  and  agitational 
mass  action  are  used  in  work  with  activists. 

Seminars  are  a  tested  form  of  preparation  of  activists.  Namely,  there 
the  activists  hear  lectures  and  readings  on  themes  in  prospect  for  lessons, 
widen  their  knowledge  and  skills  in  the  area  of  party-political  work,  ex¬ 
change  experience,  However,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  seminars  are  use¬ 
ful  only  when  throoughly  prepared. 

For  example,  the  seminar  of  the  party  organization  secretary  in  a  guards 
tank  unit  (decorated  in  memory  of  the  Banner  of  the  CC,  CPSU,  Presidium  of 
the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  USSR  and  Soviet  Ministries  of  the  USSR),  iMch  was 
held  the  day  before  tactical  training  on  forced  river  crossings,  wasinstruc- 
tive.  The  unit  commander  gave  the  introduction.  He  talked  to  those  who  had 
gathered  on  the  duties  of  the  coming  lessons,  on  the  importance  of  tanka 
forcing  rivers  underwater  during  the  offenso,  shared  his  experience,  and  set 
tasks  before  the  organization  secretary  for  each  stage  o;.‘  training.  The 
deputy  political  commander  spoke  in  detail  on  the  form  /nd  content  of  party- 
political  work  during  the  lessons.  He  underlined  that  militancy  of  the 
party  organization  is  based  above  all  else  on  high  consciousness  of  party 
members,  their  zealous  attitude  tovrard  service,  personal  excellence  in  ful¬ 
filling  duties,  ability  to  enthrall  komsenolists  and  all  troop3.  Subsequently, 
the  unit  engineer,  chemist,  and  doctor  took  part  with  short  reports  on  their 
fields.  Party  activists  learned  much  of  value  on  the  properties  of  the  river 
as  an  offensive  area,  on  possible  areas  of  enemy  nuclear  attack,  on  methods 
of  crossing,  and  on  safety  measures  during  underwater  driving. 

At  the  end  of  the  seminar,  the  participants  became  acquainted  with  the 
organization  of  party-political  work  concerned  with  underwater  crossings. 

The  secretary  of  the  party  organization  was  shown  leaflets  and  pamphlets 
that  would  ensure  sub-unit  agitation,  Ihen  they  listened  to  the  experienced 
secretary  of  the  company  party  organization  speak  on  measures  to  be  imple¬ 
mented  in  lessens  on  sealing  tanks,  It  was  useful  to  hear  about  his  ideas 
cn  practical  lessons  for  preparing  tanks  for  underwater  movement.  In  a 
natural,  business-like  manner,  party  activists  reviewed  how  best  to  organize 
educational  work,  attain  a  leading  role  for  communists  and  komsomolists  dur¬ 
ing  tactical  training  in  forcing  water  barriers. 

However,  it  must  not  be  thought  that  during  such  circumstances  the  pre¬ 
paratory  period  for  tactical  lessons  is  short.  It  is  not  always  possible  to 
conduct  seminars  on  a  given  situation.  In  such  a  situation  it  is  more  ex¬ 
pedient  to  instruct  party  and  komsomol  activists  on  their  duties.  This  may 
be  done  through  individual  or  group  discussions  held  spontaneously  in  the 
crew,  detachment,  section,  or*  platoon. 

Experience  shows  that  maintenance,  sweeps,  strategy,  continuity,  and 
effectiveness  of  party-political  workers  in  forcing  water  barriers  depends 
to  a  great  extent  upon  the  actions  of  party  and  komsomol  activist®  of 
platoons  and  companies.  Therefore,  party  and  komsomol  bureaus  (committees) 
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concentrate  attention  on  preparations  of  the  secretary*  members  of  the 
bureaus  of  the  party  and  komsomol  organisations,  party  group  organs,  kam- 
somol  group  organs,  agitators,  editors  of  military  leaflets,  members  of 
Lenin  Room  councils,  and  other  activists.  Each  agitator,  as  he  should, 
guarantees  vital  materials  for  conversations  and  readings  (magazine  and 
newspaper  articles,  broshures  on  military  and  political  themes,  booklets). 
Sometimes  these  materials  accurately  are  filed  in  the  agitator’s  documents 
case,  but  if  they  accumulate  much,  the  a  map  case  is  filled.  Agitators 
inform  cn  the  procedure  of  receiving  magazines,  newspapers,  and  letters 
during  training.  They  advise  on  how  best  to  explain  military  duties  to  the 
crew,  when  personnel  must  be  acquainted  with  the  latest  news,  how  to  study 
the  attitudes  and  inquiries  of  the  troops  and  give  contemporary  replies. 

Barty  and  komsomol  meeting's  are  a  more  active  school  of  education  of 
communists  and komsomolists  and  of  their  mobilization  to  attain  successful 
solution  of  the  duties  of  tactical  studi.es  in  forcing  water  barriers*  They 
help  to  clearly  determine  the  duties  of  organization,  to  mobilize  each  com¬ 
munist  and  komsomolist  to  skillful  actions  .hiring  tactical  training.  ’Jell 
prepared  meetings  were  and  remain  effective  forms  of  moral-political  and 
psychological  preparations  of  communists,  komsomolists.  and  all  personnel 
for  lessons  and  battle.  There  is  no  derth  of  examples  from  the  Patriotic 
War  to  confirm  that  even  during  extremely  limited  periods  of  time,  whether 
in  training  or  war,  party  and  komsomol  organizations  found  time  to  gather 
communists  and  komsomolists  together  in  order  to  consider  their  duties  and 
take  concrete  decisions  briefly  together, 

^Jhen  the  fascists  surrounded  the  Brest  Portress  and  presented  her  with 
an  ultimatum,  given  on  one  hour’s  notice,  communists  of  the  heroic  garrison 
decided  to  discuss  it  in  a  party  meetin  All  the  defenders  of  the  fortress 
came  to  this  meeting.  They  vowed  to  fight  to  the  last  drop  of  blood  and  kept 
their  party  "ord. 

Another  characteristic  example. 

...In  the  hour  ;rhen  Hitler’s  troops  began  the  12-day  attack  on  the  line 
defended  by  the  guards  of  colonel  L.  N»  Ourtev  at  Stalingrad,  a  komsomol 
meeting  was  held  in  one  of  the  units.  Here  is  the  resolution  of  this  meeting: 

"Heard:  Ch  the  conduct  of  komsomolists  in  battle. 

Decreed:  In  the  trenches  you  may  die,  but  do  not  leave  with  shame.  And 
see  that  your  neighbor  too  remains  at  ’as  post. 

Question  'o  Speaker:  Are  there  any  valid  reasons  for  leaving  your  fir¬ 
ing  point? 

Answer:  Prom  all  yustificat i ons  nresented,  onlv  one  vail  bo  accented: 
d8athi" 


Party  meetings  conducted  the  da  before  tactical  training,  as  is  correct, 
are  strategic,  but  concrete  decisions  a  -e  made,  Here  is  now  a  party  meeting 
in  a  battalion  whore  the  secretary  of  the  oar  y  organization  vac  haster  Sergeant 


Sfautov  was  conducted.  The  communists  heal'd  a  speech  by  the  commander  on 
the  duties  of  communists  in  preparation  and  implementation  of  tactical 
lessons  in  crossing  water  barriers.  The  participants  brought  concrete  pro- 
posals  that  were  incorporated  on  the  spot  into  party  meeting  resolutions. 
Communists  Satarin,  Popov,  and  Bayrachnca  ware  charged  with  talking  with 
crews  and  explaining  to  tankers  the  peculiarities  of  accomplishing  long  marches 
in  expectation  of  battle,  actions  during  atomic  attack,  procedures  of  prepar¬ 
ing  machines  for  underwater  movement.  The  meeting  approved  of  the  initiative 
of  communist  Dashtinskiy,  who  proposed  improvement  of  the  driver-mechanic 
breastplate  switch.  The  decision  obliged  communists  to  participate  in  pre¬ 
parations  for  and  implementation  of  company  komsomol  meetings,  including  sane 
who  would  make  speeches.  The  party  bureau  t^ia-.nharged  with  organizing  meetings 
of  personnel  of  the  battalion  with  veterans  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War.  All 
communists,  it  was  stated  in  the  resolution,  should  be  continually  in  a  crowd 
of  people,  know  their  attitudes,  achieve  good  organization  and  study  procedures, 
be  ready  in  case  of  the  unexpected  to  substitute  for  driver-mechanics  and  thus 
give  them  a  chance  to  rest  before  forcing  rivers.  All  measures  projected  at 
the  party  meeting  wore  implemented  during  training  and  promoted  the  success¬ 
ful  conclusion  of  battalion  duties. 

Gf  course,  the  situation  can  get  so  serious  that  there  is  r.o  time  for 
preparation  and  holding  of  meetings.  In  such  a  case  a  strategic  meeting  ox 
commmiists  can  be  held,  at  which  the  commander,  deputy  political  commander, 
or  the  secretary  of  the  party  organization  explains  training  or  military 
goals,  appeals  to  communists  to  carry  to  fulfillment  their  duty  with  feelings 
of  high  responsibility,  and  inspires  all  with  words  and  personal  example  to 
follow  the  commander's  orders. 

The  communists  and  Lomsomolists  of  the  tank  battalion  of  Major  V. 

Hasenko  (Red  Banner  Dalnevostochnyy  Military  District)  during  tactical  train¬ 
ing  in  forcing  rivers, 

...It  is  difficult  to  move  tanks  through  the  far  eastern  taiga.  The 
country  is  hilly  and  covered  with  knolls.  Dense  shrubs  and  the  stems  of 
wild  grapes  obstruct  the  working  parts,  impeding  w  ament.  War  machines 
would  rush  onto  what  appeared  to  be  a  dry  hill,  only  to  find  a  marsh.  The 
tank  battalion,  performing  a  deep  turning  movement  in  its  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  broke  through  the  taiga  and  rushed  bast  hillocks.  But  a  river  flashed 
ahead.  Delaying  to  let  sappers  drive  against  the  bridge  meant  the  loss  of 
precious  time,  sacrifice  surprise,  and  give  the  enemy  time  to  strengthen  him¬ 
self  at  the  water  line.  The  commander  decided  to  force  the  river  with  tanks 
along  the  bottom.  Reconnaissance  forces  reported  the  river  depth.  They  would 
have  to  seal  the  tanks.  The  tankers  worked  quickly.  The  communists  and  kom- 
somolists  serve  as  examples.  They  make  up  the  majority  in  the  tank  crews, 
ftie  after  another,  the  ventilation  pipes  are  raised  on  the  machines.  And  the 
tanks  move  toward  the  river.  The  rapid  current  does  not  scare  the  driver- 
machanicsj  they  superbly  handle  the  difficult  situations.  G.  Filchakov,  S, 
Morozov,  N,  Hagnibeda,  and  many  others  demonstrate  high  class  driving  skill 
under  the  water.  All  the  battalion  tanks  qui.;kly  crane  out  on  the  enemy  shore. 
Rapid  advance  follows. 
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Successful  actions  by  tank  crews  in  tactical  studies  and  during  under¬ 
water  crossings  are  the  result  of  laborious  work  by  the  battalion  officers* 
party  and  komsomol  organizations  as  in  the  process  of  teaching  personnel  or 
preparing  for  tactical  lessons.  She  battalion  deputy  political  commander  A* 
Mshtenko  and  the  battalion  komsomol  organization  secretary  Master  Sergeant 
A.  Mernym  helped  the  company  secretary  organize  concrete  planning  of  work 
and  instructed  activists.  At  this  time  komsomol  activists  attended  a  seminar 
'^iere  the  unit  commander  and  socretary  of  the  party  committee  talked  to  them. 
Technical  service  officers  helped  the  seminar  participants  study  some  specific 
questions  of  the  cnrerc erring  of  water  barriers  in  tanka. 

In  the  political-educational  work  komsomol  activists  widely  propagandize 
the  magnificent  feats  of  far  eastern  troops,  the  heroes  of  Volochayevki, 
Khasan,  Port  Arthur,  ondthe  Kuril  Islands.  The  battalion  troops  gave  as¬ 
surances  in  meetings  that  the  magnificent  military  tradition  would  be  uphold 
and  that  the  far  eastern  lines  would  be  vigilantly  protected. 
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Tank  column  before  forcing  water  line 


ucceasful  implementation  of  tactical  training,  as  is  known,  is  unthink- 
-•  pood  material-technical  security  supported  by  clear  and  regular 
<-  ~r  units.  It  is  therefore  important  that  commanders  and  political 
'-o .-ici-Tried  with  readiness  for  sending  out  repair  detachments,  medi- 
,  fold  kitchens,  fuel  and  lubricating  materials,  and  recharge  units, 
ton  i*j  required  by  the  machine's  driver,  on  whom  depends  the 
-  wj  i>.-rsonnel  of  food,  water,  fuel,  ammunition,  and  supplies 
■  1  •  •>  quick  med_cal  aid  when  needed. 


fi-ld  exercises  of  tank  and  other  units  are  carried 
o'  tie  ic  normal  distribution,  in  another  rayon  or  wen 
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A  terrible  war  machine  with  a  cannon  on 
a  trailer  begins  to  cross  a  river 
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a  different  oblast.  Military  experience  shows  how  advisable  it  is  to  acquaint 
personnel  in  advance  with  the  political-economic  situation  of  the  rayon  on 
whose  territory  they  T-d.ll  hold  manoeuvers.  So  information  on  the  area  is 
dram  up  and  agitators  or  political  workers  of  the  unit  are  taught  it.  The 
basis  of  the  information  is  data  received  from  the  party  rayon  committee: 
population  data,  industrial  and  agricultural  resource  information,  interesting 
historical  events,  etc.  To  interpret  this  data  the  personnel  must  have  a 
feeling  of  responsibility  for  their  conduct,  a  cautious  attitude  toward  the 
fields,  roads,  forests,  populated  areas.  Each  one  begins  to  understand  more 
deeply  that  he  acts  not  in  an  abstract  study  area  but  in  a  definite  region 
where  Soviet  people  raise  bread,  manufacture,  build  schools,  feel  concern  for 
the  organization  of  roads,  crops,  towns. 

.,. "Thunder!"  the  duty  officer  reported  to  the  regiment  commander  by 
telephone, 

"Alert!"  the  straining  voice  proclaimed  to  the  men  in  the  barracks. 

"You  are  called  to  headquarters,"  whispe*ed  the  officers  on  staircases 
of  the  houses  they  had  been  sent  to.  And  the  sleeping  military  town  came  to 
life.  The  barracks  doors  flapped.  Soldiers  and  sergeants  rail  to  parade. 
Master  sergeants  passed  out  weapons,  llriver-mechanics,  straining  rapidly  into 
overalls,  rushed  to  the  m-lor  pool  There  the  tanks  stood.  "Faster,  faster, 
faster..."  they  heard  on  all  sides.  Drill  or  war?  'ho  knows?  Now  only  one 
tiling  matters:  start  the  tanks  faster  and  get  the  transport  machines  moving 
in  order  to  reach  the  assembly  at  the  set  time  and  fulfill  the  mission. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  journal  of  the  deputy  political  commander  officer 
A.  Koval,  who  later  became  a  higher  official,  how  events  developed  from  then 
cm. 


"First  Day,  At  dawn  the  unit  had  an  alert.  On  arrival  at  HQ,  the 
situation  was  specified,  and  we  ’.-rent  to  the  motor  pool.  Here  the  secretary 
of  the  party  committee  gave  a  brief  demonstration,  I  met  the  commander. 

It  was  agreed  that  X  will  drive  to  the  embarkation  point,  G.  helnikov’s 
battalion  arrived  there  first.  Before  loading  I  met  with  the  battalion 
deputy  political,  commander,  party  and  konsomol  secretaries,  agitators,  and 
editors  of  military  leaflets  and  instructed  them  on  tho  work  that  was  ahead 
of  us  while  going  along  to  the  railroad,  Sergeant  A.  KL-  nikov  expressed 
uncertainly  that  rapid  marching  would  be  possible  at  night.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  tail:  to  him.  I  talked  with  communists  in  the  company  of  Cpt  V. 
Chosalin  and  helped  the  secretary  of  tho  party  organization  give  a  mission  to 
each  man,  I  recalled  the  party  information  once  again.  I  mot  the  personnel 
guarding  the  line  and  called  on  them  to  p.--rforw  vigilantly.  I  inspected 
strengthening  of  the  machines  :ri  th  the  battalion  commander  and  observed  the 
loading  of  equipment  and  placing  of  :«-  roonnel.  x  am  goi nr  *lth  the  first  line. 
Ue  went  arc«un'}  to  all  the  ..a  gone  on  the  path  and  re->ortei ;  he  latent  news  are! 
talked  with  pc- •■pie,  Then  1  spoke  "it  'be  r  cret  try  >  <■  .'firing •  warty 


organization  on  maintenance,  form,  and  methods  of  party  work  during  training. 

During  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  unloading  station,  Everything 
was  going  well.  Short  instruction  to  the  driver-mechanics  and  back  on  the 
road,  I  go  ahead.  At  the  fork  in  the  road  stopped  and  watched  the  passing 
columns.  Company  commanders  reported  that  all  was  in  order. 

Second  day.  Arrived  at  training  area.  Not  far  from  the  center  of  the 
rayon.  Met  rayon  committee  of  party,  informed  them  of  our  arrival  and  invited 
the  rayon  committee  secretary  to  visit  the  unit  in  the  name  of  the  political 
deputy  chief  to  be  presented  to  the  unit,  She  secretary  agreed.  Having  re¬ 
turned,  I  mst  the  commander  of  sub-units  and  laid  before  them  the  duty  of 
maintaining  discipline  and  organization.  Participated  in  meetings  with  per¬ 
sonnel.  Discussed  treatment  of  company  troops  ccmraanded  by  officer  A,  Lobod, 
The  meeting  went  well.  Ten  men  took  part.  They  had  a  good  attitude.  In  the 
decision  it  was  noted:  maintain  initiative  of  the  tankers  of  an  excellent 
coup  any  and  conduct  lessons  irith  hi^i  appreciation  of  their  value. 

I  talked  with  A.  Klenikov,  It  seems  that  I  convinced  him  with  facts  and 
calculations.  The  successful  conduct  of  the  march  fully  proves  my  correctness. 

I  went  to  the  chief *s  political  deputy.  Reported  on  the  party-political 
work  that  had  been  done,  on  the  best  men,  on  the  political-moral  condition  and 
the  attitude  of  the  troops.  He  asked  that  I  have  a  leaflet  printed  with  an 
address  to  the  troops  of  the  best  company.  Returned  to  the  unit  billets.  Re¬ 
ported  to  the  commander  on  the  meeting  with  the  political  deputy  chief  and  the 
rayon  committee  seoratary.  Then  went  to  Cpt  I,  Nikitskiy ' s  company.  Told 
personnel  about  the  arrest  of  two  reconna  ssance-3aboteurs  and  called  the 
people  to  heightened  awareness.  Observed  a  crew  (commander  -  Sgt  S.  C-olovkin) 
after  a  poor  camouflage.  The  mistake  was  corrected  in  front  of  me.  Talked 
with  the  agitator  P.  Fesenko,  Good  communist.  Does  everything  with  spirit. 
There  should  be  more  such  agitators. 

The  secretary  of  the  rayon  committee  of  the  party  came.  Mat  people. 

The  troops  listened  with  great  interest  to  his  story  of  the  rayon  workers 
and  their  successes  in  the  struggle  for  a  large  harvest.  The  meeting  went 
well. 


Attached  and  support  units  arrived,  I  met  with  the  commander  and  poli¬ 
tical  worker,  interested  myself  in  them,  informed  them  of  their  duties,  of 
what  had  been  done  in  the  regiment.  Discussed  the  processing  of  mutual  infor¬ 
mation. 

Third  day.  Met  the  political  workers,  briefly  told  them  of  work  in  the 
dcs  of  teaching,  defined  their  positions  and  told  them  how  to  maintain 
communications  with  me  (on  this  we  had  spoken  earlier).  Then  I  reviewed 
what  had  to  be  don«  before  starting  the  march  with  the  secretary  of  the  HQ 
party  organization.  Turned  special  attention  to  the  preservation  of  secret 
documents, 

■fent  out  to  the  battalion  of  T.t  Col  V,  Timofeyev,  Mat  the  commander  and 
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tmits  on  the  opposite  shore*  The  chief  of  the  club  photographed  the  best 
crews.  They  will  necessarily  be  put  in  the  photo  magazine. 


The  chief  of  the  political  department  and  inspector  of  political 
management  of  the  district  arrived.  Reported  on  everything  and  received 
the  task  of  writing  about  the  experience  of  party-political  work  in  the 
river  forcing  period.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  write  -  moving  all  the 
time,  you  know  -  I  must.  I  must  write  about  officers,  communists,  and 
kcansomolists  acting  energetically,  skillfully,  with  strict  organization. 
Wonderful  people.  V&th  such  people  it  is  agreeable  to  ,-ork,  serve,  and, 
if  required,  go  to  war. 

The  crossing  has  begun.  All  is  proceeding  normally,  I  notice  one 
detail.  The  commander  of  company  Cpt  V,  Chesalin,  having  explained  that 
the  detached  driver-mechanic  of  the  next  sub-unit  was  not  taking  the  speed 
of  the  current  into  consideration  and  was  being  diverted  from  the  route, 
quickly  advised  the  driver-mechanic  and  tank  commander  on  how  best  to  take 
the  tank  through  the  water.  Undoubtedly,  he  was  to  the  point.  Tank  crews 
of  the  company  successfully  drove  their  machines  underwater.  When  the 
captain  spoke  briefly  with  his  subordinates,  1  thought  that  this  was  the 
strategy,  flexibility,  precision,  and  continuity  of  political  work.  This 
is  a  lesson  for  those  who  doubt  that  political  work  can  continue  even  at  the 
point  of  embarking  for  a  river  crossing.  If  you  but  glance  in  on  a  tank 
crew,  watch  their  activities,  hear  how  the  tank  commander,  a  party  activist, 
uses  p  rsonal  example  and  warm  words  to  the  other  tankers,  then  it  will  be 
obvious  that  party-political  work  can  and  must  continually  be  carried  out. 

On  the  opposite  shore  in  the  area  where  tanks  were  unsealed  a  short 
rest  was  taken,  A  list  of  thosi  who  excelled  was  made  up;  private  con¬ 
versations  took  place.  The  club  chief  brought  magazines  and  letters.  ‘Hie 
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In  the  dynamics  of  tactical  training,  the  forcing  of  water  barriers, 
especially  by  tanks  under  water,  is  a  tense  and  complex  stage.  Commanders 
and  political  workers  must  not  forget  that  the  slightest  error  in  the  organ- 
ization  of  the  crossing  of  water  lines  can  lead  to  a  case  of  a  tank  stopped 
under  water,  to  loss  of  priceless  time,  and,  as  a  result,  to  a  lessening  of 
the  tempo  of  attack,  to  loss  of  surprise  in  actions.  Only  thorough  prepara¬ 
tions  for  forcing  rivers,  strict  observation  of  the  rules  of  safety,  and 
exact  fulfillment  of  rules  of  underwater  driving  allow  breakdowns  and  other 
sruch  situations  to  be  averted. 


As  is  known,  party-political  work  in  tank  units  (hiring  forcing  of  water 
barriers  ha:,  its  peculiarities,  forcing,  as  is  right,  is  preceded  by  a  march 
and  the  conduct  of  military  actions  by  day  and  night  in  any  weather.  Not 
having  succeeded  even,  as  they  say,  in  straightening  one's  tired  shoulders, 
tank  crews  receive  new  tasks  of  overcoming  water  barriers. 

In  raentionned  command  areas  the  tank  crew  must  prepare  machines  for 
underwater  movement  with  the  expenditure  of  great  effort  and  with  little  time. 
One  very  important  consideration  must  be  allowed  for  at  this  time.  In  the 
process  of  tactical  training  as  a  result  of  the  lengthy  efforts  of  moral 
and  physical  powers,  crewmembers  inevitably  ft  1  fatigue,  leading  to  a  definite 
change  in  psychological  processes  such  as  attentiveness  and  memory.  IIow  can 
this  be  explained?  Under  conditions  of  military  training,  the  crew  cannot 
devote  all  its  attention  to  any  one  activity.  Driving  the  tank,  maintaining 
internal  and  external  radio  communications,  controlling  instruments,  and  other 
actions  -  all  of  this  is  directly  related  to  attention. 

Premeditated  attention  and  concentration  of  psychological  activities  of 
tankers  are  vital  preconditions  for  correct  and  rapid  fulfillment  of  the 
actions  required  for  the  surpassing  of  water  barriers.  After  days  of  military 
training,  crewmembers  may  lose  powers  of  concentration,  experience  failings  of 
memory,  and  make  more  mistakes.  These  changes  in  psychological  processes  are 
particularly  frequently  observed  in  driver-mechanics.  Therefore,  during  the 
overcoming  of  -ater  barriers  b;.  tanks  underwater,  detached  driver-mechanics 
sometimes  forget  to  strengthen  the  landing  hatch  or  make  mistakes  when  driving 
with  the  directional  gyro,  or  in  maintaining  radio  communications  **ith  the 
director  of  the  crossing.  Such  forgetfulness  ami  mistakes  can  bring  flooding 
of  the  tank  or  deflection  from  the  set  route. 

Therefore,  commanders,  political  workers,  engineer  and  technical  personnel 
concerned  with  the  preservation  of  physical  strength  of  driver-mechanics  must 
conduct  vital  work  in  the  maintenance  of  moral  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  tankers 
they  must  stremjthen  the  party-political  influence  on  each  crewriomber  and 
thoroughly  control  the  quality  of  sealing. 

Even  more.  In  the  tank  the  crewmembers  are  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  lath  no  connection  but  the  radj  j  or  visual  si  -no Is,  and  when  they  are 
under  the  water  only  radio  signals.  Naturally,  under  such  circumstances 
political -educational  work  cannot  rel"  upon  speech. 

So  how  can  3uch  work  bo  carried  out? 


\ 


A  tank  crew  is  like  a  single  unit  of  ran  and  machine,  with  the  men 
turning  the  potential  military  power  of  the  tank  into  real  strength.  In 
the  final  analysis  the  skillful  actions  of  the  crew  and  the  faultless  work¬ 
ing  of  the  machine  are  the  focused  result  of  all  the  varied  phases  of  poli¬ 
tical  work  and  tense  military  learning  and  preparation  of  weapons  and  equip¬ 
ment  which  was  carried  out  earlier.  Therefore*  it  3s  very  important  that  the 
political  influence  over  the  crew  not  be  weakened  during  practical  actions  - 
on  marches,  in  battle,  during  water  crossings.  The  key  to  success  involves 
purposeful  educational  work  of  commanders,  political  workers,  all  field  team 
leaders  of  party  and  korasomol  activists,  ao  well  as  the  personal  example  of 
communists  and  komsomolists  -  all  resulting  in  the  ability  of  crewmembers 
independently  to  resolve  given  duties.  Hass  measures  yield  place  to  such 
methods  of  ”ork  as  personal  meetings  and  conversations  of  commanders  and 
political  workers  with  crews  (during  halts  on  marches,  in  preparation  areas 
of  tanks  for  forcing  rivers,  during  sanitary  work  after  a  nuclear  attack  by 
the  enemy,  etc.),  the  personal  example  of  communists,  komsomolists,  and  com¬ 
manders  on  tho  battlefield,  short  appeals,  and  radio  programs.  The  various 
leaflets  of  crewmembers  that  turn  their  attention  to  more  complex  questions 
and  explain  procedures  under  special  conditions  (night  marches,  conditions  of 
great  excitement,  during  firing,  or  when  moving  underwater,  etc.)  are  a  great 
help  to  activists. 

The  meaning  of  personal  example  of  officers  and  sergeants,  communists 
and  komsomolists  in  mobilizing  all  "troops,  in  cementing  the  exceptional 
greatness  of  the  greatest  soldiers  in  their  ranks  is  shown  by  the  following 
quote,  "...If  a  single  order  is  relied  upon,  without  the  people  to  whom  it 
is  directed  being  prepared  morally  for  its  fulfillment,"  writes  the  twice 
Hero  of  the  Soviet  Union  Marshal  of  tho  Soviet  Union  V.  I.  Chuykov,  "that 
ferry  will  be  loaded  slowly,  and  at  the  first  shot,  the  people  will  abandon 
it  and  go  not  into  the  heat  of  hell,  not  into  war,  but  back  to  the  shore 
from  which  it  had  only  just  cast  off.  How  can  this  be?  In  such  a  case 
neither  placards  nor  slogans  help.  Someone  must  give  a  personal  example. 

In  each  company,  in  each  platoon  is  a  man  who  starts  swimming  and  leads  people 
not  back  but  f orward,  to  the  shore  of  the  flaming  town... And  so  is  the  case 
not  only  in  companies  and  platoons  but  in  crows  also.  These  men  were  com¬ 
munists  and  komsomolists.  Carrying  out  the  commander's  orders,  they  showed 
how  to  act  in  such  a  situation  by  personal  example. "2- 

In  the  years  of  the  Great  Patriotic  ’ar  personal  examples  of  courage, 
initiative,  and  heroism  by  commanders,  political  workers,  and  activists 
played  a  huge  part  in  the  attainment  of  victory  over  the  enemy. 

Here  are  several  characteristic  examples.  Ihe  deputy  political  commander 
of  battalion  Guards  Senior  Lt  ),  P,  Abalyayev,  komsomol  worker  St  nior  Lt  I.  M. 
Gusev,  ISaster  Sergeant  V.  A.  Danilov,  chief  of  the  political  department  of 
a  tank  brigade  Guards  Lt  Col  A,  P.  Dmitriyev  showed  exceptional  intrepidity 
and  military  mastery  in  their  daring  forcings  of  water  barriers,  Ihe  Soviet 
Homeland  honored  them  ’dth  the  high  medal  Hero  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Lt  Col  and 
later  Lt  Gen  A,.  Dsrdtriyev  had  a  groat  and  difficult  path  along  tho  front.  He 

1  V.  I,  Chuykov,  Nachalo  puti,  (The  Beginning  of  the  rath, )  p  317, 
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participated  in  the  forcing  of  the  Dnieper  and  Vistula,  in  the  freeing  of 
Kiev  aid  Prague,  and  in  the  storm  of  Berlin  with  a  tank  brigade.  The  spring 
of  19h$  was  especially  difficult  for  him.  The  tank  brigade  in  which  he  was 
chief  of  the  political  department  overcame  stubborn  resistance  of  Hitler *s 
soldiers  and  battled  its  way  to  Berlin.  Day  after  day  the  ranks  of  the 
tankers  thinned,  Distaining  danger,  under  a  hurricane  of  fire  from  the  brutal 
enemy,  communist  A.  Dmitri yev  roused  the  troops  and  commander  to  exploits 
with  his  courageous  personal  example  and  gave  them  confidence  in  a  quick  vic¬ 
tory.  During  the  forcing  of  the  Ness  and  the  Spree,  he  participated  in  the 
military  actions  of  the  brigade  until  the  last  tank  had  crossed  to  the  oppo¬ 
site  shore. 

In  military  situations  the  political  worker  is  constantly  concerned  about 
the  leading  role  of  communists  and  komsomolists  in  forcing  water  barriers. 
Every  possible  time  for  talking  to  them*  explaining  what  was  needed  and  giving 
missions  was  used.  All  this  provided  full  freedom  for  the  development  of 
such  magnificent  qualities  of  Soviet  tankers  as  infinite  devotion  to  the 
Homeland,  party,  government,  and  people j  faith  in  military  oaths  j  high  military 
skLllj  heroismj  disoiplinoj  military  comradery  and  others. 

During  the  last  few  years  communists  and  komsomolists  and  all  our  forces 
have  been  increasing  the  revolutionary  traditions  of  the  party  and  people 
and  the  military  tradition  of  the  valorous  Soviet  Armed  Forces. 

The  last  stage  of  tactical  training  passed.  The  military  machine  went 
to  the  water  barrier.  Caterpillar  tracks  were  seen  on  the  ice.  The  driver- 
mechanic  directed  his  machine  exactly  along  the  tracks,  but  in  the  middle  of 
the  river,  the  ice  cracked  and  the  machine  fell  under  the  water.  The  crew 
left  the  brokendown  tank  safely.  The  tractor  came  quickly.  But  how  could 
the  tow  lines  be  attached?  Communist  Private  First  Class  N.  Ponomarev  went 
to  do  this.  But  moving  the  lilies  underwater  was  not  so  easy.  Scorching 
cold  bound  his  body,  Komsomolist  Xe,  Presnyakov  went  to  help  the  bold  spirit. 
He  too  sank  under  the  icy  water.  The  guards  moved  off  with  great  difficulty 
to  hook  the  tow  lines .  But  one  line  did  not  hold  and  broke.  Tankers  again 
entered  the  icy  water.  This  tine  all  went  well;  the  war  machine  was  saved, 

’•.hen  the  '’river-mechanics  of  one  unit  became  very  tired  after  a  long 
night  march  in  the  rain  during  training,  many  commanders,  political  workers, 
engineers,  and  technicians  temporarily  substituted  for  them.  They  sat  at  the 
wheels  and  lead  the  machines  forward.  Officers  B.  Belik,  Gornyy,  and 
others  load  their  tanks  excellently. 

Skill  and  ability  of  communists  and  komsomolists  in  giving  person il 
examples,  sotting  the  tone  of  soldiers'  actions  in  the  most  tense  moments  of 
battle,  explaining  tasks  to  comrades,  and  in  showing  hoxr  best  to  implement 
their  knowledge  are  the  tested  methods  that  help  commanders  and  political 
workers  to  mobilize  personnel  to  fulfill  military  missions. 

The  party  and  konsomol  activists  are  in  the  first  rank  of  helpers  of 
commanders  and  political  workers  during  the  forcing  of  water  barriers.  They 


are  the  first  ones  to  respond  to  the  commander’s  signal  and  lead  tanks  under 
water,  swiftly  attack  the  "enemy,"  duplicate  commands,  lead  ranks  forward, 
help  young  soldiers  understand  the  mission,  explain  the  sense  of  occurrences 
on  the  field  of  "battle",  and  the  first  to  start  removing  the  aftereffects 
of  a  "nuclear  strike#"  In  a  word,  their  selfless  actions  lead  to  those  of 
others*  In  order  that  active  support  in  deciding  military-training  duties 
be  received,  commanders  and  political  workers  continually  associate  with 
activists,  give  them  duties,  encourage  their  actions,  and  share  with  them 
their  experiences  in  education  and  training,  in  short  -  their  knowledge. 

They  meet  the  activists,  interest  themselves  in  their  attitudes  and  successes, 
and  advise  on  methods  of  raising  aggressive  spirits#  To  find  time  during 
training  for  meetings  with  activists,  whether  communists,  komsomolists,  or 
non-party  soldiers,  for  talking  T.dth  them  and  for  giving  them  duties,  means 
being  concerned  about  things. 


Powerful  evacuation  rescue  equipment  is  almys  in 
a  state  of  military  readiness 


In  the  short  minutes  preceding  the  start  of  the  forcing,  especially  in 
the  area  of  tank  preparations,  officers,  sergeants,  and  soldiers  have  the 
socialist  obligation  not  onT  to  act  efficiently  but  also  with  tactical  skill, 
achieving  model  fulfillment  of  duties.  Political  workers,  secretaries  of 
party  and  komsomol  organizations,  party  group  organs,  and  komsomol  group  organs 
help  then,  specify  mission  of  communists  and  komsomolists,  and  popularize  so¬ 
cialist  competition. 

The  experience  of  many  of  our  tan^  uni'-s  demonstrates  that  socialist 
competition  gives  the  best  results  if  skillfully  organized.  The  commander,  who 
is  guided  by  the  party  and  komsomol  organizations,  plays  a  leading  role  in  this 
area.  After  all,  he  knows  test  of  all  what  the  strength  of  the  pi  rsonnol  must 
be  turned  to  in  a  d/en  moment,  winch  obligati  ns  must  bp*  enforced  in  order 


superbly  to  carry  out  educational -miUtary  duties.  Company  commander  Opt 
V.  Makarov,  awarded  the  Order  of  the  Red  Star,  is  an  example.  At  each  tac¬ 
tical  lecson  he  instructs  activists  on  how  they  must  carry  out  missions  of 
competition  during  forced  crossings.  Their  duties  were-  as  follows:  seal 
the  tanks  quickly,  do  not  allow  breaking  of  the  rules  of  underwater  driving, 
avoid  all  underwater  halts.  The  crew  which  fulfilled  these  duties  exactly 
received  the  right  to  carry  a  little  red  flag  on  its  turret.  At  the  end  of 
each  stage  of  training,  the  company  commander  sura  up,  awards  the  victory, 
and  propagandizes  their  experience. 

In  order  to  teach  personnel  to  act  under  conditions  resembling  war, 
tactical  training  is  -conducted  with  the  maximum  of  moral  and  physical  strain* 
without  indulgence  and  simplification,  in  situations  such  as  might  be  en¬ 
countered  in  war. 


Tank  overcomas  contaminated  area 


The  duty  of  political  workers  and  party  organizations  is  to  help  the 
commander  with  decisive  suppression  of  the  least  attempt  to  make  training  con¬ 
ditions  easier,  to  lead  a  struggle  of  principles  against  simplification,  and 
sometimes  to  shield  people »s  false  anxieties  from  others. 


Man  is  the  decisive  strength  in  contemporary  war.  On  the  field  of 
battle  he  who  skillfully  wields  weapons,  equipment,  and  who  is  stronger  of 
mind  and  body,  will  conquer.  These  qualities  are  formed  by  maintenance  of 
work  in  moral-political  and  psychological  preparations  of  personnel  during 
tactical  training.  Lessons  and  field  problems  resemble  the  character  of  con¬ 
temporary  war  to  give  personnel  good  moral-political  and  psychological  temper¬ 
ing. 


In  tank  units  and  sub-units  a  great  deal  is  done  in  order  that  lessons 
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be  as  similar  as  possible  to  real  war,  in  order  that  fulfillment  of  military 
training  duties  be  connected  with  definite  risk  and  aid  the  development  in 
soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  of  steady  habits  and  a  familiarity  with 
great  physical  loads  and  a  durable  state  of  tension.  Thanks  to  this  testing 
of  the  troops 1  moral-psychological  condition,  their  will  is  strengthened, 
they  become  bold,  decisive,  independent,  and  self-controlled.  This  is  achieved 
during  the  forcing  of  water  barriers  with  military  rocket  launchingsj  the 
firing  of  cainons,  tanks j  the  use  of  armored  transports  and  PTUR's,  and  bomb¬ 
ing  strikes  in  intervals  between  battles  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
troops,  ihe  forcing  of  water  barriers  either  on  the  bottom  or  floating  has 
also  received  wide  use,  along  with  overcoming  obstructions,  areas  of  contam¬ 
ination  and  fire,  and  struggle  with  incendiaries,  etc. 

It  is  difficult  for  tankers  continually  to  maintain  the  needed  speed, 
aim  their  firing,  manoeuver,  and,  when  they  meet  the  "enemy",  to  sense  the 
direction  of  training  projectiles  or  seo  and  hear  grenade  explosions.  Under 
such  conditions,  each  one  experiences  great  tension  and  must  steel  his  will 
and  self-control  in  order  to  fulfill  the  set  task3.  Introduction  of  the 
element  of  danger  into  training  sharply  raises  the  effectiveness  of  field 
exercises  and  has  a  favorable  influence  on  emotion  -  tempering  of  the  will 
of  the  troops. 


Having  forced  a  water  line,  the  tankers  advance 


Now  it  is  difficult  to  find  tactical  training  with  the  overcoming  of  water 
barriers  in  which  new  experiences  would  not  be  found.  Unfortunately,  during 
the  organization  of  party-political  work  on  such  lessons,  detached  commanders 
and  political  workers  still  simplify  andwater  down  the  content,  often  reduce 
actions  to  explanations  of  directions  and  replace  instruction  with  leaflets. 

Of  course,  one  must  not  resign  oneself  to  such  negative  facts. 
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It  is  important  to  search  for  end  preativelv  use  varioue_.methods  _of  moral- 
political,  and  psychological  preparation  of  troops «  build  variety.  intojlll 
educational  work,  lakeJLnto -ace ouat-tii&J^mvidu^ pe  culiaritie S— of  th.&.  troops, 
fltfi.TTfn.nv  naa  rich  experience  Rained  during  v:ar  years*  Each  soldier,  you 
know,  has  his  own  character,  his  o;m  reactions  to  surroundings,  his  own  level 
of  preparedness*  In  different  ways  each  man  displays  his  knowledge  and  skills, 
overcomes  one  or  another  military  or  training  situation  or  psychological  bar¬ 
rier*  For  exanple,  study  and  propaganda  of  experience  of  political-educational 
work  gainedduring  the  Great  Patriotic  War  as  well  as  such  studies  as  the 
"Dnieper,11  "Dvina,"  and  "Bratstvo  £•;  oruahiyu"  (Brothers  Dnder  Arms)  allow 
the  widening  of  the  arsenal  of  means  for  influencing  ideas  of  the  troops. 

In  any  unit  library  commanders  and  political  workers,  engineers  and  technical 
personnel,  staff  officers,  communists  and  komsomolists  can  find  literature 
supporting  these  contentions  and  vital  examples  they  can  use  in  preparing 
subordinates  morally,  politically,  and  psychologically  to  meet  real  danger. 

In  view  of  these  questions  it  would  be  of  much  interest  to  have  read 
these  books:  ISikhail  Brafin  Ob  Hoskvy  do  Berlins  (From  Hoscow  to  Berlin), 

Tuo  Zhukov  Ukroshtenlye  "Tigrov"  (lanuhg^  of  the  Tigers),  I,  Levchenko 
J\57est *  o  voyennykh  gocLakh  (Tale  of^fK'e  V/ar  Years'),  as  well  as  the  memoirs 
of  our  fighting  leaders  and  political  workers.  Rich  materials  are  contained 
in  historical  service  lists  of  units,  museum  relics,  and  war  glory  rooms. 
Meetings  of  troops  with  veterans  of  the  Patriotic  War  can  be  equally  worth¬ 
while. 

However,  these  possibilities  during  training  are  unfortunately  not 
sufficiently  used.  Take,  for  example,  the  actions  of  the  tankers  during 
preparations  for  underwater  movement,  Psually  they  work  in  peaceful  situations, 
without  "enemy"  action.  If  the  situation  is  complicated  (explosion,  firing, 
smoke  screens,  "sniper"  attacks,  etc.),  tankers  will  received  amplified 
moral-psychological  hardening. 

Contemporary  war,  if  unleashed  by  the  imperialists,  will  be  a  terrible 
test  of  all  moral  and  physical  strengths  of  man.  The  use  of  weapons  of 
colossal  destructive  power,  in  particular  at  water  lines,  will  put  service¬ 
men  under  a  great  psychological  and  moral  stress.  Under  these  conditions, 
along  with  displays  of  heroism,  panic  is  possible.  Therefore  measures  that 
warn  of  cases  of  w?ak  spirit,  that  strengthen  and  develop  boldness  in  the 
skillful  use  by  the  troops  of  all  means  of  destroying  the  eneny  are  of  great 
significance.  Political  work  is  used  to  explain  to  personnel  not  only  ways 
of  individual  defense  from  mass  destruction  weapons  but  also  to  underline 
the  importance  of  decisive  and  skillful  actions  in  carrying  out  military 
duties,  of  the  well-timed  use  of  nuclear  strikes  by  our  own  forces,  of  the 
preservation  of  the  aggressive  spirit. 


...During  tactical  training  in  a  tank  battalion  crossing  a  water  line 
an  atomic  strike  was  carried  out.  The  deputy  political  commander  rent  to 
the  area  quickly  with  a  group  of  officers.  Having  estimated  the  situation 
and  counted  the  "casualties,"  the  political  worker  took  measures  to  restore 
the  war-capability  of  the  battalion.  First  ef  all  the  men  were  taken,  to  a 
safe  place.  From  the  unharmed  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  officers  and  fur  - 
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timing  machines  now  sub-units  were  formed,  ccmanders  were  chosen,  common- 
ists  and  komsomolists  were  uniformly  distributed  among  the  crews,  and  party 
and  komsomol  group  organs  were  named.  From  those  neither  injured  nor  forming 
part  of  the  new  crews,  a  command  for  evacuation  of  the  "seriously  wounded" 
was  formed,  the  sanitation  point  was  equipped,  and  chemical  and  radiation 
checks  were  conducted.  Party  activists  were  given  the  mission  of  leading 
explanatory  sessions  among  personnel  on  the  necessity  of  maintaining  strict 
defense,  on  the  preparations  for  forcing  the  river  and  continuing  the 
offense.  After  some  time  tank  sub-units,  .united  under  the  command  of  the 
political  worker  (the  battalion  commander  was  "dead"),  left  for  the  river 
and  successfully  crossed  it. 

Under  the  conditions  of  contemporary  war,  the  position  of  troops  under 
enemy  nuclear  attack  would  be  the  worst.  Great  strength  is  required  from 
the  commander  and  political  worker  in  order  to  restore  unit  war«preparedne3s 
and  the  physical  strength  of  the  troops,  develop  initiative  for  continuing 
to  fulfill  military  duties,  vid  guarantee  victory. 

Favorable  conditions  for  political  work  in  preparing  tanks  to  overcome 
water  barriers  are  created  at  the  crossing  site.  Of  course,  time  is  usually 
very  limited  here;  crews  must  quickly  install  equipment  and  continue  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  military  duties.  But  the  known  flexibility  and  skill  of  political 
’workers  can  provide  essential  aid  to  commanders  in  this  area.  Here  is  one 
instructive  example,  While  tank  crews  camouflaged  their  machines  near  a 
grove,  prepared  equipment  for  sealing,  and  got  lifebelts  and  diving  equipment 
from  the  supily  point,  the  osputy  political  commander  went  to  the  diver-recon¬ 
naissance  troops.  They  were  to  find  out  the  river  depth,  current  speed,  3hape 
of  the  river  bottom,  and.,  with  the  sappers,  determine  the  best  place  for  en¬ 
tering  and  leaving  the  river.  The  final  goal  \?as  to  outline  the  route  for 
the  tanks  under  the  river.  The  political  worker  turned  the  attention  of  the 
reconnaissance  forces  to  their  responsibility  for  th  ir  duties  and  reminded 
them  of  safety  measures.  Ouring  this  fne  ho  slowly  spoke  to  the  reconnaissance 
troop3  on  the  heroism  of  the  exploits  of  commander  Nikolay  Korniyenko  curing 
the  Patriotic  ’Jar,., In  19Ul,  having  broken  through  to  Crimea,  the  German  fas¬ 
cist  aggressors  menaced  the  district  of  our  units  at  Arabatskiy,  The  defenders 
of  Chongar  obtained  important  intelligence  on  the  enemy's  intentions,  Bat  18 
kilometers  of  Givash  had  to  be  crossed.  There  were  no  paths.  The  communist 
and  reconnaissance  sold'  er  Korniyenko  undertook  to  carry  out  this  task.  His 
path  was  hardj  he  swam  11  hours,  guiding  himself  by  the  stars  at  night,  ihen 
he  was  very  tired,  wlv  n  it  seemed  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  running  out  of 
strength,  he  rested,  floating  motionless  on  the  mter  sev-ral  minutes,  and 
again  swam.  At  dawn  Korniyenko  reach,  d  shore  and  delivered  the  packet  according 
to  instructions. 

At  the  sane  time,  while  the  deputy  commander  talked  with  the  reconr  xissanco 
troops,  the  propagandist  of  this  unit  carried  cut  -t>rk  with  soldiers  sui<  sergeants 
of  the  evacuation-rescu>  groups,  and  the  VXKGifsecretai,,  talked  •  ith  komsomolists 
of  comaandant's  service, in  the  area  of  the  crossing,  visited  the  technical  con¬ 
trol  point  -iiere  th  quality  of  sealing  of  the  tanks  was  tested.  He  colled  on 
the  troops  to  fulfill  excellently  t’.cir  duly.  ?nc  socretar  of  : he  unit  party 
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ccsnn&ttefe  was  in  the  sub-unit  where  preparations  for  the  crossing  were  being 
carried  on.  At  this  time  a  radiogram  was  received  from  the  unit  commander 
stating  that  the  motorized-rifle  sub-unit,  acting  with  tankers,  would  cross 
to  the  opposite  bank  and  push  on  into  "enemy"  territory  and  the  reconnaissance 
forces  would  prepare  the  tank  route.  The  political  worker  immediately  used 
this  communication  in  explanations,  in  order  to  hasten  equipping  of  tanks  for 
underwater  driving.  Being  at  the  machines,  he  talked  to  tankers,  and  some¬ 
times  showed  how  to  strengthen  the  air  pipe,  put  valves  on  the  exhaust  col¬ 
lector,  screw  tight  the  numerous  bolts.  At  the  same  time  the  troops  heard 
the  latest  news,  had  the  procedures  of  fulfilling  their  duties  explained. 

Having  finished  nis  work,  agitators  0.  Stolyarov,  I.  Huravin,  S.  Borisov,  and 
V,  Timoshenko  read  a  leaflet  on  safety  measures  to  their  comrades.  The  club 
chief  gave  the  crews  magazines  and  the  political  worker  took  some  photographs 
of  the  best  teams  as  material  for  the  next  photo  magazine. 

The  tankers  of  Cpt  Yu.  Korolev* s  company  crossed  the  water  obstacle.  The 
unit  commander  congratulated  the  personnel  of  the  company  by  radio  and  declared 
his  gratitude  to  all.  This  neirs  quickly  flew  around  to  other  sub-units,  and 
the  success  of  the  best  comrades  strengthened  the  confidence  of  all  the  troops 
in  their  ability  to  cross  the  river. 

Along  with  propagandizing  the  leading  experience,  commanders  and  political 
workers  and  party  and  komsomol  organizations  struggled  during  training  with 
shortages  and  dereliction  of  d^y  in  the  work  of  detached  servicemen  and  warned 
of  possible  mistakes.  Situations  occurred  when  same  crews  forgot  to  secure 
the  hatch,  seal  the  antenna  lead-in,  etc.  Inexperienced  driver-mechanics  did 
not  put  the  manual  handle  feeding  fuel  in  continual  revolution,  fixed  the  dir¬ 
ectional  gyro  wrong,  or  lead  the  tank  under  water  on  a  raised  crossing.  To 
all  of  this  commanders  and  political  workers  reacted  with  well-timed  and  im¬ 
portant  help,  quickly  giving  lessons  to  the  men  "ho  were  about  to  cross  the 
water  barrier. 

During  organization  of  party-political  work  at  crossings  it  is  useful  to 
use  examples  from  the  military  past  of  the  S^virt  itrinyi  Iftraining  is  carried 
out  on  land  that  has  seen  tmir,  the  soldiers  await  a  story  from  the  political, 
worker  on  how  the  military  actions  there  wore  conducted,  : i  how  our  troops  did 
in  battle. 

In  the  years  of  the  last  war  military  oaths  or  the  handing  over  of  kow- 
somox  cards  were  spreading  forms  of  political  work  that  1 3cane  accepted  by 
young  soldiers  in  places  covered  with  legendary  glory  am.  the  heroic  past  of 
our  people:  at  Brestskiy  Fortress,  at  Mamayebyy  Burial  hound,  at  Bonivur 
Grave,  and  at  Volochayevsldy  Hill,  The  possibility  for  interesting  discussion 
on  the  heroic  events  in  memorable  places  during  the  Patriotic  'Jar  years  can 
occur  in  tactical  trMring. 

...A  tank  column  go* s  along  the  Volokoiamskiy  Highway,  Ahead  are  tense 
days  of  tactical  training,  and  •  hile  there  is  some  time,  the  cormandor  decides 
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to  stop  the  column  when  he  sees  written  on  a  roadside  posts  Dubosekovo 
Departure.  Forty  men  here  fought  a  severe  battle  at  the  farthest  approaches 
to  Moscow  with  the  fascist  aggressors  of  the  famous  Panfilovskiy  Division. 
The  guards  accomplished  immortal  feats  at  this  line  with  political  instruc¬ 
tor  V,  Klcchkovym  at  their  head.  The  halt  took  only  a  short  time,  but  the 
commander's  story  deeply  affected  the  tankers,  and  they  assured  hi: i  that  in 
training  they  would  be  worthy  of  the  glory  of  their  fathers  and  older  bro¬ 
thers. 


Another  column  of  tanks  stopped  at  Kashino  Village.  V.  I.  Lenin  and 
N.  K.  Krupskaya  came  here  in  1920  at  the  opening  of  the  first  rural  hydro¬ 
electric  station.  The  tankers  were  met  by  old-timers  who  had  then  seen 
Vladimir  Ilyich.  They  spoke  with  sincere  conviction  of  the  growth  of  cul¬ 
tural  and  spiritual  sides  of  the  lives  of  the  kolkhoz  workers,  on  the  suc¬ 
cesses  of  agricultural  workers,  how  appropriate  this  was  on  the  eve  of 
tense  training  to  give  a  lifegiving  touch  to  the  past  of  our  Homeland! 

The  clear  manner  of  our  leador  V,  I.  Lenin's  work  and  the  heroic  exploits 
of  the  soldiers  at  the  front  inspired  Soviet  tanker-trainees  to  overcome 
the  most  difficult  tasks  with  their  hearts  filled  with  proud  party  feelings. 
The  tankers  acted  sldllfully  and  with  great  enthusiasm  during  training. 


Thanks  to  continual  vork  of  party  and  government  on  the  technical  state 
of  the  Soviet  Armed  Might,  out  land  forces  have  first  class,  contemporary 
equipment  available.  The  creations  of  home  industry  of  tanks  capable  after 
snort  preparation  of  overcoming  underwater  rivers  and  lakes  have  resulted  in 
the  ultimate  mobility  of  Soviet  tank  forces  and  heightened  their  striking 
power,  ,,'ater  lines  can  no  longer  detain  the  speeding  movement  of  our  tanks, 
can  no  longer  essentially  lower  the  high  rate  of  advance. 

Nov;  the  underwater  driving  of  tanks  hr  a  become  an  integral  component  of 
the  military  preparations  of  our  tank  forces.  Mastery  of  the  methods  of 
these  military  activities  requires  that  personnel  have  high  moral-political, 
psychological,  and  military  qualities,  perfect  knowledge  of  techniques,  and 
a  basis  in  diving,  A  good  educational  materiel  base,  high  methodological 
preparation  of  officers,  daily  improvement  of  training  procedures,  and  qual¬ 
ity  conduct  of  each  lesson  will  guarantee  the  successful  teaching  of  under¬ 
water  driving  to  tankers. 

Interesting  and  continual  party-political  work  is  priceless  for  prepar¬ 
ing  tankers  for  under-rater  driving  of  irar  machines.  Clearly  outlining  the 
role  of  the  high  rate  of  offense  in  contemporary  war  and  operations  and  know¬ 
ing  the  capabilities  of  tank  forces  in  contemporary  fast  marches,  their  fire 
power,  their  capability  for  forcing  water  lines,  commanders  and  political 
workers  of  all  levels  and  party  and  komsonol  organizations  must  continuall. 
be  concerned,  with  raising  political  consciousness  of  personnel;  fomulating 
communist  "eltanschauung  in  the  troops;  and  educating  them  in  the  spirit  of 
Soviet  patriotism  and  proletarian  internati  .-nalism,  in  the  spirit  of  faith 
in  the  requirements  of  military  oaths,  revolution,  and  military  tradition. 
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Raising  the  feeling  of  personal  responsibility  of  each  communist  ar.d  VLKSM 
member  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  duties,  organising  socialist  competition, 
commanders  and  political  workers  and  party  organizations  use  in  their  work 
the  rich  arsenal  of  forms  and  means  of  party-political  work,  placing  around 
the  tank  forces  the  guarantee  of  continual  military  preparedness* 


